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TotheReader 


HE AvTroR 
himſelfe , being 
hindredby death 
from aigeSting 
his thoughts in- 

to Trattates ' more> accom- 


modate for all mens uſe , pre- 
ſaged notwithStanding , a ht- 
tle before his death , that 
they World be preſſed into pub 
like view byone or other , Who 
might perhaps be leſſe carefull; 


Which that be might prevent, he | 


bequeathed the care of thoſe 
| eA 2 Sermons) 


| 
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To the Reader. 


———— 


| Sermons that were only preach- 
ed at Lincolnes-Inne,fo thoſe 
his worthy friends ,by Whom you 
ſee them faithfully ſet forth,who 
living im the ( ity , Were better 
converſant With thoſe that tooke 
them from his mouth. All others 
What ſoever unto us,Who(though 
muchmore unworthy, unable) 
we re yet more frequently his 
Auditors in other places, & had 
reaſon fully to know his Dottrine, 
manner of life , purpoſe , &c. 
ſhould therefore be more gnilty 
of ungratefull neghgence, if any 
of thoſe Lamps , into Which 
he emptied the golden oyle out 
of himſelfe, ſhould not by ns 
bee lighted up to ſerroe the 


| 


Temple toWwhich undoubtedly by 
bin! 
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Tothe Reader 


him they were devoted , Mooved 
therefore with the necelsitie of our 
duetie , their former good example, 
and the ſucceſſefull entertainement 
the reſt have found, wvee doe here 
adyenture- into light theſe five ſhort 
Sermons, preached at ſpeciall times, 
and in Auditories of greateſt worth 
and expectation , and accordingly 


compoled of more exact materialls, 
and cloſer put together , which in 
him may well be pardoned, who 
in all his other workes did bow his 
more ſublime and raiſed partsro low- 
elt apprehenſions. Wee have laboured 
whar wee could to diſcharge the truſt 
by him repoſed in us , and defire 


that others would be pleaſed to for- 


beare the putting forth of any thing 
us therewith , by him deputed for 


will be carefull to preſent thee with 


| ak 


that worke , who as ſoone as may be, | 


what 


of his, without acquainting ſome of 


. 
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"To the Reader. 


what elle ſoever we ſhall thinke ſe. 
full, the Lord grant they may 
doe as much good as the 
Author of them did 
intend. * 
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But if T tarry long, that thou maiſt know 
how thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelfe * 
the houſe of God, which is the Church of 
the living Go, the Pillar and Ground of 
the Truth. 


$ Here are two maine principles, 
; upon which the whole frame 
of Popery is founded , firſt, 
That the Church of Rome 15 the 
onely Catholique Church: ſecond- 
ly, That the Church cannot erre. 
[By which latter principle they have broughton 
them- 


The Pillar, and ground 


| 


themſelves a deſperate neceſſitic, never to as 


mend or reforme whatſoever is once decided 


firſt inſtill intotheir Novices , theſe are the 
traines, wherewith they ſeeketowinne men to 
themſelves; for when they cannot provetheir 
points in ſpeciall and particular, they take 
them all in groſle, and by this one principle 
(Our C bevel, which cannot erre , hath ſo decided 
it) they prove a bundle of them rogerher. So 


| when they can fhew no ground in Scripture 
{ for their clouded, ungrounded, ſuperadded 0- 


pinions, they faſten them and hang them al! 
apon this pinacle of the Church ; which be- 


| cauſe it is infallible,admits of noexamination. 


And whereas truth ſeekes our no corners, de- 
fires toſee the light,and come to tryall, Popc- 
ry delights to hide it ſelfe in theſe obſcure,and 
uncertaine generalities, As for example : aske 
chem what ground they have for invocationof 
Saints, worſhipping of Images, Indulgencies, 


perſtitious ceremonies ; their anſwer is, The 
Church hath ſo decided irzand her decrees are 
all infallible, and nor tobe examined by par» 
ticular men, which are inferiour, Sothat pull 


[but this pillar downe, as Sampſon did, and the 


whole frame of Popery, with all that ſtay 
——— upon it, comes preſently tumbling 
owne, 


Yet becauſe they thinke it too improbable a 


coarſe 
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by the Church. Thele arethe principles they \ 


ſuperadded Sacraments,and a multitude of ſir. | 


of Trxvrn. 


cuurle to build all onthe naked affertioa ot the 
Church, which is onely to interpret, and nor 
to make the Text, therefore they bring in tra- 
ditions, which they call unwritten veriries, and 
make them of equall value and credit with the 
Text : bur if you aske them what theſe unwrit. 
ten verities arc, and how they may be knowne 
from counterfeit ; they ſay onely the Church 
can tel] thar, ro whoſe cuſtody they were com- 
mitred, and who onely is able to judge infal- 
\libly, whichare the genuine Traditions , and 


-which not. And if Scripture at any time bee 


brought againſt any of theſe points,they ſay it 
belongs to the Church of Rome to declare 
what bookes of Scripture are canonicall, what 
tranſlation is authenticall, what interpretation 
muſt bee the ſenſe of Scripture , and in effeR 
they will be onely judged by themſelves, and 
whatſoever we ſay , they choke us with theſe 
principles, Thezrs zs the onely Church, and, The 
Church can never erre. | 

Now of all places of Scripture , whereby 
they would vindicateto themſelves this privi- 
lege , this verſe that I have read is oneof the 
chicfeſt , but how juſtly , wee are now tocon. 
{ider. 

Sayes the Apoſtle to Timothy, 7 have writer 
unto thee, that thou majeſi know hew 10 behave thy 
ſelfe in the Houſe of God : as if he ſhould ſay, lt is' 
of much moment that the Houſe of God be or: 
dered and kept aright, be ſwept continually 


and 


— 
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The Pillar and Ground 


and pargec, becaule it is the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, that is , the ground and place where 
ruth ( which is the houſholds food)is nouri- 
ſhed, and doth grow; into which if falſhood 
creepe, their food will ſoone be poyſoned , and 
{0 not nouriſh but corrupt, nor fit them to ſal- 
vation but deſtruction : ſo that the Apoſtle in 
this verſe hath this double ſcope. 

*Firlt, rodeſcribe the Church by this diſtin. 
guiſhing property , that it is che Pillar , and 
Ground of Truth , that is , Truth is the figne, 


-| whereby this Houle of God is knowne from 0. 


ther houſes. | | 
Secondly,he ſayes,in the Houſeof God,&Fc.not 
in the Church of Epheſus , leſt any ſhould 
conclude ( as now the Papiſts would ) that the 
cruth were ſonayled and faſtened to any one | 
particular houſe or pillar, that it could never be 
raken downe from thence, and hanged up in an- 
other place z which is flat contrary tothe ſcope 
of the Apoſtle in this place, who io the begin 
ning of the next chapter ſhewes evidently, that 
in the latter times ſome ſhould depart from the 
fith and give heed to feducing ſpirirs, and do 


 Arines of Devils, forbiding to marry, and com. 


manding to abſtaine from meats, 

The Papiſts would make us beleeve,that be. 

cauſe the truth was once at Rcine, it is there 

ſtill. Indeed the houſe and place where once 

't was,they may ſtill thew perhaps ; but the in. 

habirant is now departed, and the truth, whict 
wa: 


——— 
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was the ligne, is takendowne, and hanged up 
elſewhere, in ſtead whereof theſe very errors 
hang,wbich the Apoſtle doth forerell ro be the 
ſignes of Trurh's departure, forbidding to marry, 
and commanding 10 abſtaine from meats. lf they 
objeR, they forbid not all ro marry.I anſiver, 
no hereticke or people fince the beginning of 
the world did ever doe it, nor is it credible that 
any ever will, for then the world would ſoone 
be at an end : but they forbid ſome to marry 
atany time, as the Clergy, all at ſometimes , 
and that not asa precept of conveniency , but 
neceſſity and holineſle. 

The Papiſts indeed ſay,that the Church is ſo 
the pillar and ground of truth,that there is no 
truth but whatcomes from the Church, & that 
whatſoever comes from the Church is true in- 
fallibly, and not ſubje& to error : but this can- | 
not be the Apoſtles meaning here. Firſt, there 
may be truths in other VVriters that are not of 
the Church : though the Garden be the moſt 
convenient and ordinary place and ground of 
hearbs, yet ſome Violets may be gathered in 
the Woods,andon the high-way fide. 

By Truth therefore here is'meant divine,and 
ſacred truth,a plantof Gods owne Garden, not 
growing in the Wildernefſe and waſte. 
Beſides, as ſome truths may be found without 
the Church, {6 ſome errours may be foun 
within the Church: though the Garden be the 
proper ground and place of hearbs , yet weeds 


may 


———— 


Obiett. 


1 a T he Pillar and Ground * 


are bound at all times to performe: bur it's no | 


| ſaith in generall rermes, The Church is the pillar 


may alſo grow there, as tares may inthe ficlc 
which notwithſtanding is the proper place of 
Wheat. 

Againe,when he ſaith. The Chur his the Pillay 
and ground of truth, his meaning is, that in the 
Church of God, the truth ought alwayes tobe 
preſerved and kept , that is, thoſe that profeſſe 
themſelves tobe the Church, ought to main- 
raine the truth, rhat is their duty which they 


good conſequence to inferre, A thing is ſurely 
done, becauſe ſome ought todoe it; for men 
doe not alwayes performe their duties, nor dil- 
charge the truſt thac is committed to'them, 
Laſtly , it is to be marked, that the Apoſtle 


and ground of truth, not this or that particular 
peopleof Epheſusor Corinth,or Rome, or any 
other City or Countrey , for the Church may 
make progreſſe, from one people to another, 
as now it hath from thoſe famous Cities of 
Aſia untoother parts. Indeed while the Church 
continues ina place, ſo long the fundamental! 
truths continue,but when ſhe changeth habita. 
tion, the truth goes with her. for theſe cannot 
dwell aſunder : while the Church continuedat 
Rome, fo long the Truth continued, but no 


longer. 

If they o5je&, that a Pillar is the prop, and 
ſuſtemaculum of that building wherein it is, 
and therefore cannot bee removed to arorher 
place, | 


as. 
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f Truth. 


—_ —_— it. 
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place,unleſſe the building be deſtroyed & pe- 
-iſh; ſince then the Church of Rome was once 
che pillar and ground of truth,it is ſo ill, 


a pillar; not more archirefonico, as underſtan- 

ding by ic ſome eſfcnriall 8 inſeparable piece 

ofthe building,but more forenſz, tor ſuch a poſt 

or pillar, og which tables and proclamations, 
aud ſuch things are wont to hang ; and from 

ſuch pillars ſuch things may ſoone be ſepara- 
ted, Such a pillar was this people of Epheſus, 
vhich ſtood long after the Truth was taken 
iowne,and Mahumetaniſme hanged up inſtead 
cherof. And that its thus meant,appears by the 
ovrherword,iq4gaue,join'd with it, which ſignifies 
a ſeat ©: receptacle, at all times ſeparable from 
what is init. And indeed (as before I faid)the 
| Church is the ground of Truth, as the garden 
is the ground of herbes, which wee know may 
be plucked up and planted in another place, 
As thereiote that which hangs on the pillar 
may be plucked downe,or other things hanged 
with :t;as herbes may be tranſlated from one 
garden to ano:her, or weeds grow with them, 
- | that people which are now the Chich of 
God , may ceaſe tobe ſo, or continuing the 
Church,may be obnoxious. untoerrors, 

And that this is the meaning of the place 
and not that which the Papiſts hence deduce, 
namely that the Church cannot erre,may appeare 
by theſe reaſons : | 


| Lanſwwer,the Apoſtle in this place ſpeaks of eAvf. 


 ThePlllar and Ground 


= 


| 
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Firſt, nor tobe capable of error, is the inſe. | 
parable attridute of God himſelfe; for God 
and Truthare termes convertible,which cannot| 
be ſaid ofany creature : becauſe the creatures 
truth is a rale,from which they may decline:as 
the Carpenters hand may from the line that 
guides it. Truth is not of the eſſence of a crea. 
rure, as it is of Gods, and therefore ſeparable 
and diſtin : as the Carpenters line isa thing 
diſtinguiſhed from his hand,8&rtherfore may be 
ſeparated, his hand may ſometimes deviate| 
and goeawry, The decreeand will of God is 
the rule it ſelfe, and from it ſelfe it cannot de. 
wviate or erre : but the creature hath a line of re- 
Ritude, drawne to it by the Scripture, from 
which,though now defa#o it doth not ſwarve, 
yet depoſabil: it may- Eſay, 8,20. To the Lan 
and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeake not according to 
this word t zs becauſe they have no light in them. As 
if one ſhould ſay toa Pilot, Know that in your 
eye,and in your hand, there is no inſeparable 
and inbred rule, to guide you in your courſe, 
but hereis a Compaſſe for todire you ;/ if 
you looke beſide this,or negle@ this, you will 
fall upon the rockes and ſands: ſo the Lord 
faith te his Church, Know that in you there 
is no inherent ſelfe. ſufficient light, but here 
is, my Word to be a lanterne to you : if 
you keepe not your eye onthis, you may erre 


|quickely, and make -ſhip.wracke of your 
Faith, 


Secondly, 


—— 
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| 
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2art. Ariſtotle could ſay, He that lookes 


- Iceive. 


 |*hatend topaſſtbuthegives no: to che Church 


of Truth. * 


Secondly, where chere is ignorance he:< 
may be error ; for ignorance is the cauſe 0: 
crror,as darknefſe is of ſtumbling; for a man 
cannot have a perfect iudgment of things, ex | 
cept he havea perfeRt knowledge of them :now 


'he moſt learned Biſhops that ever were, in ge- 
nerall Councells which is the repreſentarive 
*hurch, in all mens iudgments leaſt ſubie& 
unto error)have been ignorant of many things; 
tor even in humane things, wberof we are more | 
capable, the wiſeſt men bave beene ready to 
profeſſe, that the greateſt part of that rhev 
knew,was the leaſt of that they knew not, much 
more in things divine, in which our eyes are 
'ike the eyes of Batrs and Owles, unto the 
»righteſt Sun-ſhine, tooweake and too anguſi 
o comprehend them : cherefore their knows 
_ being defeQive , their tudgment like. 
wiſe muſt needs be ſo, 1 Cor. t2, 11, Fe know 
n part, ſaith the Apoſtle,therefor: me propheſie in 


:0t round abo1ta thing, and ſees nor all the 
arts and corners of it, can give no certalr- 
'udgment of it * now who can ſay, in Divine 
Myfteries he is able to ſee all things > and. i: 
"e be trot, he may both be deceived and de 


Laſtly where God intends to 1 the end, 
1e alwayes gives the mcans to effec and bring, 


.he mcaresof infallibi.ity, as perte&t knows 
B 2 leo. 
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T he Pillar and Ground 
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| !edge of the truth, ſincere love of 4t, right or- 


dered zeale foritz he takes not alwayes from 


| chem thoſe finnefull luſts, which breed errings 


from thefaith,and oiren thruſt and impell men 
into erfor, 


| | How oft have generall Counncels beene di. 


tracted into fations, Icavened with malice, 
puft up with pride,8c2 and ſhal wee ſay when 


'| their hearts and minds are rhus corrupted, that 
{their rongues are notwithſtanding infallibly 
| over-ruled, to powre forth nothing elſe but O. 


| racles > to ſay that at that inſtant there fals a 


{ſpirit uponthem to gnide them with immedi. 


ate revelation,is to approve the fanaticall fan- 
ciesof the Anabaprifts , which they take on 


 |chemrto abhorre,which notwithſtanding if any 
 {doaffirme, as ſome have been bold rodo; they 


muſt conſider, that the Prophers which were 


[guided by ſuch ſpirits, and had the truth ine 


{pired by viſions, and immediate revelations, 
did neverargue,diſcnſſc,or teaſon of the things 
they ſpake and wrote,but onely did declare and 
manifeſt what was revealed , but in generall 
Councels the truth is bolted out by reaſonings 
roand fro, theconcluſions many times diſpu- 
ted of, and ſtrongly argued on both {ides: now 


| where the premiſſes are onely probable, the 


concluſion cannot be infallible;tor they are the 
cauſe of the concluſion, and there cannotbe 
more in the effe&t than was formerly in the 
cauſe, This is ſufficient to evince,that thongh 
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general] Councels doe not at all times de fafo 
erre (for we all acknowledge the great benefit 


ſay thar de poſfibzli they cannot, is utter 
true, ; - 

' Chriſt hath promiſed, /oþn16, 13. to ſend 
his Spirir, which thould lead them into all 
truth ; and Aar.28,20, tobe with them to the 


end of the world, | 
Theſe places muſt needs be underſtood pri- 


y UN» 


were infallibly led intoevery truth, and bur 
lecondarily of their ſucceſſors, that 1s,ſo far as 
they infiſt in their Feps and. Do&rine : for if 
that were the ſenſe: that Bellarmine, Stapleton, 
* and other Popiſh Writers give, namely, that 
the promiſe is indifferently made to their ſuc» 
cefſors,as wellas tothemſelves, then particue 
lar Biſhops and Miniſters ſhould be infallible 
Tudges of truth and falſhood,and ſoall contro- 
verſies_in the Church would preſently have an 


 — 


its not to be underſtood of them taken. (1ngle 


mation of this diſtin&ionin roſe places : but 
theplace ſor ſuchapromiſe is Aar.18,20 here 


B 3 Jarzcſt 


of the foure firſt generall Councels) = to] 


marily of the __ themſelves, whoonely | 


end,ſo as never to ſpring; againe, If they fay, | 


and apart,but'as met together, and aſſembled | 
ina Synod:I anſiyer,there is not the. leaſt -inti- | 


mo or three are gathered together in my name, ther? | 
am 1 ig the widſt of them:but this place is to be | 
1 underſtood of the leaſt meetings of true Chris | 
ſtians in the nameof Chriſt, as wellas of the 


Anſw, 
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nd | 
largeſt Councek, and ſothe ſmalleſt compa. |: 
pany or comgntion ſhould be capable of this]: 
piomiſe of infallibility, as well as the moſt | 
genetall and ample Councell, | 
' Burthey further obicR, if there ſhould” not 

> [be aviſible,externall anetring Judge, towhich 
arall times choſe might reſort for reſolution, | 
that are not thernſelvesable rowade thorow | 
the depth of Divinitie controverſies ,- theie 
weuld be no end of wrangling anddiſputiog,| 
nor any certaine- meanes to finde the truth 1n 
matters queſtioned; - - -M 

Though therede no infallible, viſible, hu. 
mo gy there its an inviſible,infallible | 
iudge;and tharis the holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking in | 
'the Scriptures, which are therefore called the 
word of God.And this iudge,in many reſpects | 
is better and fitter than any other. Firſt, this 
may becafily had, is alwaies ready,and athand, | 
towhich men of all ſorrs may repaire ; 
the other ambulatory, to meny inacceſſible, 
and toall difficult tobe obtained, Secondly,rthe 
ſentence of this tudge is certain and inflexible, 
not ſubieRroerror; bor the others 'mutable, 
likea leaden rule, that may be dended to and 
fro : for men, affetions/have their place ; 
which is thereaſon that antong men there are 
Lawes, becauſe the Law is nor capable 
feRions » bur the | 
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crue Church isa Iudge infallible,yet.it may be] 


| many ſubdiviſions, and the parts thereof were 


— 


| 
- 


—_ 


0 


- oo 


| ſooner known which is the true Scripture,than 
which is the true Church, there being 
pretenders to the one,than to theother, 

While the Church is milicant upon the 
carth,God hath not ſaid, there ſhould be any 
ſuch end of ecntroverſies as theſe men dreame' 
of, bur rather he bath ſaid the contrary. 1.Cor. 
11.19, There muſt be herefies in the Church, thar 
thoſe may periſh who receive not the love of 
the truth tobe ſaved,and charchoſe which are ap- 
proved might be knonnt. 

If there were any ſuch meanes, by God ap- 
pointed in his Church to determine controver: 
lies infallibly,yet a general Councell(though 
in his place to be reſpeRed)is nor likely tobe 
it: foris itlike God would appoint a- meanes 
for ending controverſies in his Church, thar 
for at leaſt three hundred yeares(that is,till the 
time of Conſtantine the great)could notbe had? 
and t be and others his ſuccefſors (while 
the Empue was undivicied) might eaſily af. 
'emble Councels, yet whenthe Empire fell into 


governed by ſeverall Kings, of differengReli- 
gions, as now they be, it is impoſſible the 
Church ſhould bave the benefit of them. 
Whar is the uſe thenand benefit of general! 
Councels,ifthey could be obtained ? 
are the beſt means to finde out Truth, 


| linſw.1y 


Queſt, 


for many candles give more light, and many 
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'1no ſmall authority, yer notwithſtanding they 


| the like;and ſo ten Councels, at Tyrus, Teruſe- 


-| them to be worſhipped, which in the ſecond 


1 generall Councell may erre in fundamental] 


eyes ſee more than one;and inthe multitude of 
Counſellors there is health ; and as they are 
che beſt meanes to find it,ſo from them it hath | 


may erre in neceſlary and fundamental points, 
as the Councell of Ariminum, and Seleucza, 
where there were as many more Biſhops, as at 
the firſt Niceze Councell , and therefore held 
in-two Citics,becauſe no one was able to con- 
taine them, yeterred ina fundamentall point, 
decreeing for Arris herefie againft the Deity 
of Chriſt, The ſecond Councell at Epheſus did 


lem; Philadelphia, Ariminum, Seleucia, Conſtan. 
tinople, Alexandrit,8&c., forthe ſecond Coun, 
cellat Nice, ſet up Images, and commanded 


Councell of —_—_— immediatly beſore 
wereutterly condemned, 

More inſtances might eaſily be given, but 
theſe ſuffice to warrant this concluſion, That a 


points, For though the univerſal! Church of 
Chriſt, taken for his myſticall body onearth, 
and complete number of hisele&, cannot erre 
it matters fundamental (for then they might 
fall away,and the gates of hell preyaile againſt 
them) yet the externall viſible body of the 
| Church mayerre, becauſe the Truth of God 
may be locked up within the hearts of fuch 3 


company, as in competition of ſuffrages can 
not 


RE ——. 


of Truth, ,\\ (51 
notmake a gfearer pe 6 Eenerall ap — =7 
(o that the ſentence decreed ; | 


TOI - — _ —— I 


| ereln may bes! 
| tundamentall error, | 1:56 33.5608 
From theſe grounds thus laid,may ficly riſe 
| a threefold application... . *., ang 
Firſt, ſceing iris the received. and approved)| - 
{| doarine of the Papiſts, That the Church of 
Rome cannoterre in points of Faith and Do- | 
Arine : wee {ee how littie hope..there is that | 
we and they ſhould ever be reconciled, or that 

one truth ſhould ariſe from a compoſition of 
their and our opinions : for if they yeeld in 
any thing to us, it, would preſemtly . follow, 
that in that wherein they now yceld, -before 
they erred, and ſothis fundamentall point of 
their Churches not erring, would from thence 
de overthrowne, VVec may alter our Tenents 
if wee wiil, but they are ſtrongly engaged 
to keepe theirs without any change or vari- 

ation : we may goe to them,they cannot come 
to us : witneſſe the Germarne Interim, (o care- 
fully and often tempered, wherein there were 
but few of their ingredients left out: yet, was 
it more than Charles the-Fifth could doe 
to get it entertainment on-either ſide : and 
therefore thoſe Caſ7anders that thinke by wit 
| and policy to reconcile us, attemptarhing im. 
poſſible. For of what materials ſhall any 
'| middle caurſe bee framed, when neither Gde 
can ſpare the ſmalleſt peece of timber in rheir 
building > They cannot, becauſethereby they 
ſhould 
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to intereſts,ang reſpe&s of policieand ſerving 
|curhes: tc cannot be mixt with error, no more 


| Lord,neither doe they after their ſtatutes, or 


| Lord commanded, God will not owne his] 
| ownecommanded worſhip when mingled and 


(hould ve argued 6f erring tormerly ;we can | 
aor-; for erte-Religion-rs of a brite! nature, 
| breake it you may, bend ir you cann't, no not 
11 the leaft degree. It cannot beaccommodates 


than oyle with water, iron and ſtec!ewith clay, 
D antel.2.43+ They ſhall mingle themſetves with 
the ſeed of men, but they ſhall not cleave one:o 
annhey : even as iron is not mixt with clay : Ot as 
the elements when once they are mingled in a 
compound body do loſe their proper formes : 
&ven ſo Religions, when made ingredients, and 
compounding parrs of any other, do loſe their 
| formes,and ceaſe tobe religious in Gods ac 

count,z. King.17.33. It is ſaid, the mingled 
peopleof Samar feared the Lord, and ſerved 
their ovnegods,after the manner of the Nati 

ons whom they carried away from thence ; 
[thatiis, they jumbled all rogether , the fearc 
of God,and worſhip of their Idols, thinking 
thereby to fit both parties, [ewes and Heaihens 
with a Religion wherein both might begrati 

fied, But what ſaith God > Doth he approve 
chis mixtare ? verſ.34., Vnto this day they doe 
after the former manners, they feare not the 


after the Law or commandement which rhe 


compounded with another. ol 
0 


_—_—— 


4 _—_ — 


So,Gal-5.1,2, Benor entangled againe with the 
yoke of fondages (thar is) rake heed of entertai- | 
ag thoſe rites and cuſtomesof the Ceremo- 
law, from which now by: Chriſt yeare ſer | 
free, el, burwhar ifcircumciſionthe ancicnt | 
charaQeer be (till retaived, and: ipyned unto | 
Chriſt > is it nor berter.tobe ſure gf both» See | 
what he — ay wp verſe, pr 4 | 
Paul ſay uno yow, that if yoube,cireumciſed,Chriſt | 
ſhall refs ——_——— againe, wer, q, Chrif | 
is become of none efef io you; As if be ſhould fay ,| 
Take whether youwill, cither Chriſtor Ci | 
cumciſion,for both ye cannot have.: $0 Eſay 1 
verſ,21,22. How is < faithfull Ciuze uw 
Harlot » But how proverh he that ? Thy filver #4 
become droſſe , thy wine mixt with water, He 
'denycs | noe bur hey had . ſilver and wine, a 
'mongſt t as ſilver. mixt: with baſes 
mertall gf ar Bs droſle, and is. no no toager 
accounted filver:fo wine when. it is mixt with 


water, leaves off tobe, accounted wing, terd3- | 
28, He that hath, my,Warg, let hyp. . ſpeak; 9my 

word farthfolh, for, Wy is the Chef — 
Whatſoever-of our. owne wee offer to annexe 
tothe Word.of God,.in.Gods account;is.as if 
{wee added chafte rg whear,, by ,which.a additi- 
'on the wheat canbe nogainer, They that go 
about to mixe trueand! falſe RR like 
thoſe. that take roo big/2 graſpe ,;and.ſo let 
'what they aycanc to thave. ſuſtained 4. fall and 
fecal, as wee fee in Teroboam, who ainghel 
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{ all5 andlas Wwe" areontto lay afidetrack 'veſl 


che wor(hip/onely , left rhe kingdome 1hould 
:erurne ant the houſe of David, that was the 


gionſtoop,t' Kings .2:25,8c, But what came' 
of it? he- made a nullity of Religion, and ol 
his and his poſterities title to the kingdome 
Saul had. trait command to deſtroy all the 


needs would interpole his owne diſcretion, in 


rakes the kingdome from him for it. Moſes wil 
not 'yecld roche Kivg of Egypt to leave one 
hoof behind him,of any —_— did belong 
unto the !ſraehtes, Mordecay, 

bad-them 10 make peace with Amalek for ever, 
wiltfrather Hazzard-his owne andothers ſafety, 
than ſo much asbow the knee ro Hamanan 4- 


wal Fire. Danil, when'God commanded to 


rowards rhe-Teriple, will not omit that 
erdniſtanceof his prayer. though he cannot 
praGtile it withouthazzard of his life. This is 
the diſpoſition of a whoſe hearts are perfect 
with"their Gol : they darenot pare away the 
kafHapfrom the germent of religion,noradd@ 
the (6&Nt ie to this box of precious ointment 


very pin'#nd wheelethar4is 'amifſe diſtempers| 
ſels &diſtemipered watches,as unufefir},fodorh | 


Thuthand talfhood,norchangingthe wor (hip | 
x4 tis "theught2 bur the. place-and! manner of | 


intereſt; whereunto he thought romake Reli || 


| {mealebit#s; bur becauſe inexecution of ir; he |, 


'fparing Agaz, and fo.ne of the cattell, God| 


auſe God for- | 


for in this curious elockworke of religion, c | 


God 
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God diſtempered and mixt re{1gions, As to 
the /ewes, a garment made of Linfie-woolfie 


might not be worne : Soto us a Samaritaz re.| 


ligion, madeup of true and falſe, is not tobe 


indured:but as the ſtomack loaths luke-warme| 


water,ſo God luke-warmereligions, As there» 


fore Elzahexhorts the people to follow either| 


God or Baal, and not to halt betweene them 
both, ſoit's good forus totake heed of ming. 


ling eruth and fatſchood,whereot God ts more | 
impatient thanof either of the two extremi- | 
ties apart, For one tobe adowne-right Papift| 
may bea finne of ignorance ; buttablenc. and| 
mingle with it, to- picke and chooſe ſome tin. |' 
ures of itto ſerve our worldly turnes, cannot| 


but be a finof knowledge: for if, one were ful- 


truth,he would imbrace that,and cleave: to that 
alone : againe, if our Religion were thought 
tobe theright, that onely will be entertained; 
but whenwe mipglethus, and will nat mnne 
withour a byas,but for advantage balt willing 
ly betweene both, we cannot be accepted. This 
wee ſpeake but for prevention, not knowing 
what temptations. after-rimes may bring ; 


it is good preventing Phyſicke to know the ; 


Truth, 
Secondly,ſeeing wee bave proved that the 


judgment of the Church is not infallible in 
points of faith & dodtrine;hence we may learn 
totake up nothing meerely upon truſt, nor: to 


| 


] 
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Iyin his heart perſwaded that Popery were the | 


thinke | 
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'rhinke things are ſo onely becauſe the Churct: 
bath ſaid ir;this foundation is top ſandie for us 
to build our faith upon,that (ould be built up- 
on the rocke,which is the VVord of God : upor 
which ground, ina manner, the who!e Fabricke 
of Popery will ſoone bee overthrowne, ſeeing 
all, or moſt of them,are onely took up upon the 
Churches credit; forinall the booke of God yee 
ſhall not finde a word for lnvocation of Saints, 
worthipping of Images, univerſality, and ſu- 
premacy of the Biſhopof Rome, Purgatory, Po. 
pitch Inculgencies , Prayer in an unknowne 
rongue, prayer for the dead,confecration of oy:e 
tapers,and holy- water, and all that rabble of ſu 
perſtittous ceremonies, burare the hay and ſtub- 
ble that men have heaped rogerher, now on, 


| and then another,according to cheir jeverall far. 


cies, till rhe myſteric of iniquirtie was come un. | 
to its fulneſſe : for all theſe controverſies are 
founded,either upon the decrees of the Pope, or 
1:vritcen traditions , or the authority of rhe 
Church, or Scripture wreſted from the native 
ſeriſe to thar which they are pleaſed to put upon 
't: ſo that this principle of their Church nor 
*ring,is that indeed on which the very weight 
of Popery doth depend : let this be raken away, 
and all comes quickly downe, 

Thirdly, as the Apoſtle hereexhorts Time. 
thy, and in him all Miniſters,to rake heed how 
he behaves himſelfe in the Church of God. 
{0 may wee doe all Magiſtrates, both po 
an 


—————_— 


| to-defend and keepe the Church , to ſee ir 


—_ 


|. -. of Truth. 


and iubordinate, to be cucumſpect and wary 
how they behave chemſelves in this Church of 
God: forthough the XMeniſters be the Bees that 
make the honey, yet the Magiſtrates are the hives 
wherein it 1s made ani kept ; the Miniſters are the 
wines that bring forth grapes, yet Magiſtrates are 
the Elms that underprop & hold up theſe Vines;the 
Miniſter defends the Church with tongue and pen, 
the Magiſtrate with hand and power, wheremith 
for that end God hath furniſht him , Mini. 
flers are the Preachers of both Tables, Ma- 
giftrates the keepers ; the execurue power of Word. 
and Sacraments belongs alone to Mmiſlers, but 
direive and coattrve,for the orderly and well pers 
formance,belongs to Magiſtrates, And the Text 
it ſelfe affords us Mortives, 

Itis the houſe of God,and it>s reaſon the te- 
nant ſhould keepe the houſe in reparation: and: 
they arc Magiſtrates as well as Miniſters:for if 
the rvines and breaches of the houſe beonce 
negle&ted,both hereſies and ſuperſtitions will 
ſoone creepe in, and carry captive with their 
errors thoſe of the family. | 

| Iris the Church of God, of which good 
Magiſtratesare nurſes, Eſay 49,23, as therefore 
the nurſe is bound to looke tothe childe, and 
ſee it cheriſhed withwholeſome food,and kept 
from dangers,as they wil anſwer to the parents 
whoſe childeit-is : ſo Magiſtrates are bound 


nouriſhed with milke , and not with. poy-| 
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(on,rhat is, with truth, and notwith error, as 
chey will anfwer to that God, - who with his 
 owne blood hath purchaſed it unto himſelfe, 
Atds,20,28. It is the flocke of God, and its 
no diſparagement for Kings to be his ſhep 
herds,as David was, if Wolves therefore doc 
<<nter through their negligence, and ſnarchup 
now a ſheepe,and thena Lambe, the Lord will 
one day require it at their hands,as Laban did 
| at Jacobs. 

It isthe pillar and ground of Truth; that is. 
the field or garden wherein Truth growes, and 
Magiſtrates the gardiners Ot husdandmenzanc 
cherfore bound to ſee the good plants watered , 
cheweeds and ſtones throwne out that hinder 
zrowth, the hedge kept ſtrong and good abour 
it,leſt as the Serpent got into Eden , and bc- 
ouiled Eve, ſo the Serpents ot our times,creep 
thorow into this Gaiden, and corrupt the 
minds of any from that ſimplicity which is in 
Chriſt. The like motives are every where in 
Scripture ſcattered ; Revel.2. 20, Thave a fer 
| things againſs thee, becauſe thou Jofferef that wo. 

man lezabel, nhich calleth her ſeife Prephereſſe, 
20 teach and ſeduce my ſervants to commit fornica- 
tion,and to eat things offered to Idols. Therefore 
neither Errours , nor their Authors in the 
Church of God are to be ſuffered. Joby 15, 13 
Every plant which my heavenly Father hath ao: 
plamted, fhall be rooted out : And whoſhould 
root them out,but Mag'ſirates,towhom oo 
Vine 
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Vine-yard 15 committed > 
Ler's come tothe Old Teſtament,where the 


isina glaſſe,rhat ſhewes both ſpors and beauty, 
2.Chro.17, Tchoſhaphat commanded the Prieſts 
and Levites to inſtru the people in the Law, 
from the ſeventh verſe to the tenth , but that's 
not all,bur in the fixt verſc it is ſaid, Hs hear; 
war lift up inthe wayes of the Lord,O that he 100ke 
twaythe high places, and thegroves out of Tudah.Let 
as caſt our eyes upon the other Kings of 7ſrae! 
and Iudahandconfider what God himſelfe hath 
marked and obſerved in them, ſecing bis ob 
ſervation cannot but be of moment, like Aſte. 
riſmes in the margents ofa booke, Of Salomon 
God hath obferred,1. King.11, 4. that when hee 
was old, his wives turned away his heart after 
other Gods,and his hear? was nor perfe@ with 
the Lord his God : that is, ſat looſe from God, 
and then the Lord left off to doe him good : 
Of Fehobeam,z.Chro.n, 17.that for three yeeres 
he walked in the way of Darvzd, but when he 
had eſtabliſhed the kingdome, and had ſtreng.- 
chened himſelfe, he forſooke the Law of the 
Lord, and all 1frael! with him, Chap. 12. 1, 
and 2. Therefore in the fifr yeare of Rehoboam 
Shiſba& King of egypt came up againſt eru 
ſalem, becauſe they had tranſgreſſed againſ! 
he Lord : Of <Aſa,'t. Kinz. 1,1, &c, 
chat hee did what was right in the ſight of ihe 
Lord , tooke away the Sodomices out 


£ 
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lives of Magiſtrates are repreſented, as the tace 
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of the Land, removed all the Idols that his Fa- 
thers had made, removed Aaacah his Mother 
fr om being Queene, becauſe ſhe had made an 
[doll ina grove, and burnes her Idoll by the 
brooke Kidron, but the high places ivere not 
caken downe;thereforc,ver.16, there was watrre 
berween 4(a and Baaſha King of Iſrael all their 
daies:yet thoſe high places were but the groves 
where the Tabernacle and Altar was which 
Moſes made, where before the Temple was 
built,it was lawtul for them to offer ſacrifice, 
yet this was that for which the Lord 1s {o of- 
| fended, becauſe when rhe Temple once was 
builr,it was no longer lawfull to offer ſacrifice 
in any other place. Now when Almighty God 
ſhall be ſo curious, have ſuch a quicke and jea.. 
lons eyeupon ſo ſmall an over-ſight as this ; | 
how ſenſible will he &&, when matrers much 
worſe are tolerated and permitted + /n4.3, The 
fazth onte given 10 the Saints,It was bur once g1- 
ven;therfore if loſt,or any way corrupted, it wil 
not be given again:for it was given oxce for al, 8 
is not tO be revealed a {econd time: & therfore 
heexhorrs themtocontendearneſilyfor the ſame, 
For our ſelves, we have cauſe to magaife 
[Gods mercy in our preſent condition, under 
the Government of his gracious Majeſty,ard 
coremember this day,which is the Birth-day 
of his Majeſtie, ſeeing under his ſhadow we 
enioy the publicke Profeton and PraGtice of 
Religion,and may live not only a quict, but an | 
horeſt 


$ 
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gently : for as any walked more perfefly with 


of Truth. 


honeſt life , a blefling that we cannot prizetoo | 
much, and ſhould therefore much iflarge our 
hearts with thankfulnefſe to God, and loveto 
our Princes, eſbeto on them,nor onely out. 
ward obedienge,burt alſo inward,to aſſiſt them 
and be ſubie& to them,rot by conſtraint, but 
willingly, to pray for them nor formally, bur 
heartily , as for the inſtruments and conduit- 
pipes of fo great bleſſings , notwithſtanding 
wethe Miniſters of God have bin bold to delt- 
ver from the mighty God of heaven and earth, 
roconſciencehts vicegerent this impartial and 
inflexible rule, not fathioned: and bended by 
che hand of man, but moulded by the Holy- 
Ghoſt, thar thereby we may diſcover wherein 
we have fallen ſhort, and be carefullroamend 
it : wherein we have done well,and be encoura- 


ged to do it more and more; that is, to make | 


freer paſſage for the truth,and damup the cur 
rentoferrors, whether Popiſh or Arminian, or 
of what kinde els foever, for it's the Lords bu- 
ſineſſe,and bleſſed is the man that doth it dili- 


God,ſo they had more perfect peace, & where 
unevenneſſe was ſound in their obedience, there 
was it alſo found in Gods bleſſing on them. 
Though wickedneſle and crooked wayes may 
get the advantage for a ſtart, yer by it ſhall no 
man be eſtabliſhed, Prov.12, 3. And againe, 
though uprightnefle be ſometimes overwhel- 


med,yet likea cork at laſt itwill ariſe from un. | 
2 der 


| 


6 TheÞillarand Ground,&c Y 


certaine rule, That uprightneſſe and holineſſe is 


Jer waterzthe proſperity of wicked men, like a 
watry San. ſhine, may for a while continue, but 
the late evening will bring a ftorme that never 
(hall blow over : he may flouriſh for a time;like 
a greene Bay-tree,but at laſt ſhall ſurely wither, 
Thoſe thatare perfeRt with their God,may have 
a Winters ſeaſon, but ſhall art laſt be ſure to 
flouriſh. For if God be Governor of theworld, 
diſpoſerof thethings therein, according to his 
will, if good and evill are done by him alone, 
then certainely it muſt be well with thoſe that 
feare him, andill with thoſe that ſinne againſt 
him,for it will be alwaies found a true and 


the cauſeofall our happineſſe;andobliquity and 
ſinne the cauſe of all our miſery, 78 
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I.-IOHN 5- 12. 


He that hath the Sonne, hath Life ; and bee 
that hath not the Sonne, hath not Life. 


He Apoſtles ſcope here is toſhew 
us what great privileges we haveby 


| 


Teſus Chriſt:among which this isone 
of the chiefeſt , that he that hath the 
 Sonnehath Life:that is,he hath the life of grace 
| for the preſent,and ſhall have the life of glory 

| for ever: which he ſets out by theoppoſite, 
and that is, heethart hath not the Son hath mat life. 
So that this point lies evidently before us,that 
whoſoever bath not & ſpirituall lifs, for the preſent 
| he z5not in Chrift : aud whoſoever hath it, is in 
Chriſt, and ſball live for ever, where theſe two! 
things are to be obſerved : 

Firſt, that every man by nature is a dead 
man:dead,that is,intreſpaſſes and finnes. 

Secondly, that yer there is a life to be had 


that is contrary to this death. 


C 2 Firſt, | 


_— 


—_ 
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Firſt, I ſay, every man by nature is a dead 
man * for life you ſee here is from the Son,now 
there is no man. borne a member of the new 
Adam,but every man is borne a member of the 
old Adam, and therefore in that ſenſe he is 


with a naturall life. For if the root be dead, as 
theald. Adamis all the branches, :har riſe from 
the root muſt needs be dead alſo. Againe ſpiritu. 
all life is nothing elſe, buta conjunction of the 
ſoulewith the ſpirit of God, even as the natu- 
rall life is a contunction of the body with the 
ſoule:now as the ſoule leaveth the body, ſo the 
holy. Ghoſt with-draws it ſelfe from the ſoule . 
when itis diſ.ioynted and diſtempered, and 
made unfit for uſe: for even asa man dwels in a 
houſe while it is habitable, plaies on a muſical 
inſtrument while itis fit, uſeth a veſſel! while 
it is whole & ſound: but when rhe houſe grows 
ruinous and inhabitable, he departs from it-: 


ſide:when the veſſel! is broken or boared tho- 
row,he caſts it away,and leaves it :everfodoth 
the ſoule depart from the body,whenjit grows 
ruinous, whien it is made inhabitable-through 


| mortall diſeaſe, it layes it aſide as an outworne 


garment:and after the ſame manner the holy 
Spirit withdrawes it ſelfe from the ſoule of a 
man, when it is broken, and ruinated, and dt. 
ſtempered through the mortall diſeaſe of fin 


and of naturall corruption, And this isthe caſe 
oO! 


— om. 
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Me 


bornea dead man, though otherwiſe incued | 


when the inſtrument is unſtrung, be laycs it a-| 
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of every naturall man whatſoever, rill he be re- 
newed by he infuſion of a new life, and yerit 
is the common opinion of naturall men,thar if 
a man live in the Church,and be baptized, and 
pray,andheare theword, and embrace the true 
religion, & praQtſe the outward duties of it, 
thar he 15(out of doubt)in the ſtate of this ſpi. 
rituall life:& therefore Ithinke it would bean 
houre wel-ſpentto diſcover dead mentothem- 
ſclves, to perſwade men, that except they be 
made new creatures,exceptthey be born again, 
they are ina ſtate of - 4 , & cannot be ſaved 
in that condirion:for you ſee, he that hath not 
life hath northe Son;and he-that hath nor the! 
Son ſhall dye,he wrath of God abides on him for 
ever, loh 3,vh.Now it is ſaid, Epheſ 4.18, That 
men are ftrangers from this life through. the igno- 
rance that is in them, and through the haraneſit of 
their hearts. Mark it, they are Fun from this 
life. Partly through 7gnorance, becauſe they are 


they thinke there is greater latirudein Religi- 
onthan there is, within which compaſle if they 
come,they are ſafe;rhat is, though they be nor 
ſo tric,and ſo zealous, though they gonot ſo 
faſt ro heaven as others, yet they ſhall doas wel 
as the beſt : In a word, they are ignorant what 
belongs to this life, ſaith the Apoſtle,8& ihere- 
fore they are ſtrangers to it. 

Partly againe;they are ſtrangers, berauſe of 


the hardnes of thear hearts:that is,cither becauſe 
C 4 they 


- 
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| Youwil ſay unto me,How ſhall we know it?| 


| 2<quaintance,his old temptations ſhall come, 
| he isable roanſwerthem,8 to ſay he is not the 


they are ſodiſtraRted 8 poſleſſedwith worldly 
buſineſſe, that they cannot attend it,or they are 
ſo ſoked & ſurferted with pleaſures & delights 
that they are not ſenſible of the things that be . 
long to this life,8& therefore they are ſtrangers 
to it;that is, they are not able to judge of it, 
whether they have this life of grace, or not, 


I anſwer, from thoſe properties of life and 
death,that we take from the fimilitude of the 
naturall life and death, 

Firſt,a man may know whether he remain in 
the ſtate of Nature,whether he be a dead man 
by confidering whether he have any change 
wrought in him : for as it is ſaid of Chriſt hee 
was dead and is alive; ſo it is true of every man 
that is in Chriſt,hewas dead and is alive: and 
this implies a great change, 

There are many changes in a man : age 
makes a change, place and company make a 
change,education and cuſtome and experience 
makea change ; but whena man is tranflated 
from death to life, it is another kind of change 
it is ſucha change,as if another ſoule dwelt in 
the ſame body, that a man thus changed can 
ſay,Ego non ſum ego, When his old lufts,his old 


ſameman, though they knocke at the ſame 
doore,yet there is another inhabitant come in- 
to the houſe, and they finde not him they look 


= 


_ 
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for, Evenas you ſee when a graft is pur intoa 

Crab.trec ſtocke, it changeth all; the ſap and 

the fruit,and the leaves, and all are of another 

faſhion;ſo it is when the life of grace is pur in- 

tothe heart of a naturall man, it changeth the 
inward man and the outward, it changeth the 
whole frame of the ſoule: for(my beloved)this 
is not a light alteration, but as the old ſtampe 
| muſt be obliterate before the new can be im. 
printed; as the old building muſt be pulled 
downe, before you can ſet up a new,fo this old 
nature of ours,in a great meaſure, muſt be bro. 
ken in pieces, and new moulded, before a man 
can be made a living man:which is done by the 
infuſion of the ſupernaturall qualities of grace 
and holineſle,l ſay ſupernatural:for even as the 
earth may bring forth graſſe and commoawild 
flowers of it ſelfe, but it muſt be plowed and 
ſown before any choiſe plants can grow there: 
even fo theſe common natures, which we all 

have, may bringgout things that are morally 
200d, but before they can bring forth fruits of 
true righteouſneſſe, rhey muſt be plowed and 
ſowne,Plowed.that is,a man muſt be broken in 
heart,with an apprehenſion of his fin, and of 


' Gods eternall wrath,he muſt ſee himſelfe but a 


dead man,and he muſt be pricked and wounded 
in heart with the ſenſe of it, as thoſe 1n AF-2. 
after the Sermon of Peter, who were pricked in 
their hearts,and cryed out, Men and brethren,what 


| ſhal we do to be ſavedafor this is the plowing = 
| the 


Smile, 


Simile. 


T 
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the breaking of the heatr, And again,they muſt | | 
be ſown roozthar is, there muſt be an implan- 
ting of ſpirituall graces, which change and re, 
new us; according to that which you ſhal find, 
| Rom.12.2. Faſhion your ſelves no more after this 
world,but be ye changed.or metamorpholed,þy the 
renewing of your minde, and this 15 one way by 
which you may diſcerne whether ye be dead or 
aliveeSecondly,when there is no ation, when 
there is no motion in a man,you ſay he 15 dead, 
when a man as nothing, when he ſtirres not 
himſelf,we reckon him a dead man:now this is 
the caſe of every naturall man, he is not able to 
move hand nor footin theways of true godlines 

If you fay,I, but they areable to doe ſome- 
thing,they are able topray, to heare the word, 
to receive the Sacrament, they are able to doe 
many excellent duties of Juſtice and righte. 
ouſneſſeamongſt men. 

I anſwer, is very true: but yer the Scripture 
ſpeakes of certaine dead works,as Heb.g,1g.The 

lood of Chrift is ſaid there to purge our conſcien- 
ces from degd works,that is,al theſe may bedone 
by naturall men, and they are good workes in 
themſelves,having all the lineaments of works 
truly good(as you know a dead body bath of a 
[iving)bur yet indeed they are but dead workes: 
that 1is,they may bave a golden our-ſide,and be 
very beautifull in the ſight of the doer, and 
likewiſe in the ſight of men, but yet as Chriſt 


ſpeakes,be abominable in the ſight of God, A na- 
| turall 
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curall man, you ſee therfore,may pay a cerraine | 
debt of duty, and obedience ro God, but he | 
paies it in counterfeit coine, that hath che 

ſtamp and colour,and {imilitude of true coine, 

yet it conſiſts,it you looke :othe inwards, bur 
of baſe mertall.l remember a ſtory that Remz- 

gras tels, whowas a Judge in Loraine, under 

whoſe iudgment many hundreds of Witches 

were condemned upon their owne confeſſion : "0 
ith he,the divel did bring them many boxes,that 2 
had current coine in them, io the appearance of the 

Witches,but when they cameto uſe them, they proved 
nothing but withered leaves : I ſay, after the ſame 
manner, Satan couzeneth naturall men in 
things of greater moment, he ſuffers chem to 
thinke well of the good workes,and of the du- 

ties that they do, ro make them thinke they 

are currant coine,but when they come to make 

uſe of this treaſure, at the day of death, in the 

time of cxtremitic, at the day of Indgment, 

they find them to be but withered leaves,ſuch 

as God will not accept, 

The Apoſtle ſpeaks,t.77m,3. ofcertain men 
which bad 4 forme of godlineſſe, but denied the 
poer thereof, that is, that had a formall cu- 
\ ſtomary performance of good workes, and of 
good duties, with which the conſcience is fa- 
tisfied, becauſe it is ignorant and nor able to 
 iudge. Satan doth with men inthis caſe,as we 
are wont todowith children:wetake fromthem 
| true gold & filver,and when they fall a crying, 


ſtop 
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ſtop their mouthes with counters : ſo, I ſay 
Satan labours to keep men from thelively and 
through performance of good workes, and of 
holy duties, and then ſatisfies their conſcien. 
ces with that which hath but a forme of godli- 
neſſe without the power thereof, 

Burt you will ſay, How ſhall a mandiſcerne 
itwhether thoſe good workes that are good in 
themſelves, be good indeed, whether they be 
—_ inſuch a manneras they are wrought by 

im ? 

I anſwer, you may know it by theſe two 
things : Firk, i is nat that | fn they 
be vicall actions, that is, except they proceed 
from an inward principle of life within,they are 
not good actions, they are ſuch as the Lord re 
gards not, Now you know there are motions, 
as the motions of clocks and watches,that pro- 
ceed not from life, but from art;ſo it is in this 
| matter ofreligion:many good ations may be 
done,many good motions in the waies of god. 
lines, which yer may not proceed from life, 
from the life of grace, but from outward re 
ſpe&tsto men,from feare of hell, from feare of 
1udgments,in ſickneſſe from the apprehenſion 
of death and calamity,in ſuch caſes we may be; 
ſtir d up todo them, 8: then,even as the wheels 
that are ſet a going by a ſpring,when the ſpring 
1s down,you know they ceaſe their motion : ſo 
commonly it is in theſegood fits,in theſe good | 
moods of godlines,when thatwhich ſets them 
a-worke | 
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worke is removed,there is an end of irt;and ther. 
fore if you would know whether the workes 
that you do be right orno,ſuch as God will ac- 
cept at the laſt day, conſider if they proceed 
from aninward principle, from a princip!c of 
life within, 

Secondly, you ſhall know them by their 
coldneſſe;for coldnes you know is a ſymptome 
of death. Theſe good works when they are done 
by anaturall man, yet theres no life in'them, 
chere is no warmth,no vivacitie and quickneſſe 
inthem : whereas you know it 15 ſaid, 7am. 5. 
P rayer, if it be fervent prevailes much : & Rom,12- 
Be ye burning in ſpirit,ſerums the Lord-that is, all 
thoſe duties that have not heat in them, that 
havenot fire in them,Gecd regards them not:the 
reaſan is this,becauſe if no heatbe rhere,then is 
none of his ſpirit therc,and then you know cur 
praiers are but the voice of our own ſpirits, the 
works that wedo are but dead workes, becauſe 
they are but the fruits and effects ofdead fleſh,if 
there be none of the holy Ghoſt there, Now if 
there be no heat there,l ſay, there is none of the 
ſpirit,for the ſpirit is as fire: whence you know 
it is,that our Savior Saith,7 will baptize younith 
the holy Ghoſt, and with fire : that is, 1 will baprize 
you with the holy Ghoſt which is as fire. And 
therefore you ſhall find that holy men havebin 
uſually deſcribed by the ſimilitude of fire, as 
Chryſoſtome ſaith,that Petey was like a man made 


allof fire walking among ſtubble : and ro _ 
| that 
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that deſired to know what kinde of man Baſ/ 
was,it is ſaid there was preſented in adreame,a 
pillar of fire yith this motto, Talis eft Baſi/ius, 
Such a one was Baſil : and old Latimer when he 
was asked the reaſon, hy therewas ſo much prea- 
ching, and ſo litile prafiſing, he gave this reaſon, 
Deeſt ignic, fire is wanting : the ſame we may 
ſay inthis caſe, There may bea performance, 
much performance of many good duties, of 
praycr,of hearing,of recciving the Sacrament , 
of worſhipping God, &c,but conſider whether 
there be fire,confider whether they be not done 
without that livelineſſe,and rhat fervency,that 
the Spiritof God requires, whether they arc 
either done without heat, or but halfc-baked, 
as Hoſea's cake was : and if ſo,they be bur dead 
workes : whereas true praying in ſccr@ be- 
tweene God andus, it is ſuch as warmesand 
quickens the heart, it is ſuch as brings the heart 
inroa good frame of grace,and ſets it right be- 
fore God :and right hearing is ſuch as kindles 
a fire inus, that in a great meaſure burnes up 
the droſſe of finful luſts and corrupt affetions, 
So that is'the next meanes,the ſecond meanes, 
by which we may know, whether we are alive 
to righteauſneſle, or dead in finne, to conſider 
whether wee have any motions, and of what 
kinde thoſe motions and ations are, 

Againe, you ſhall know it by conſidering 
what you contend for moſt:for life is ſweet,and 
| every Creature would maintaine his life, and 


| 


| will 


mt 


that is.citkerhe ſolaceth himſelf with the con- 
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will partwith any thing rather than with thar: | 
Soa man that hath this lifeof grace in him, ke 
will ſuffer any thing, he wililolſc his life, his 
goods, his liberty,and all, rather than he will 
wound his conſcience, and violate his inward 
peace,atid communion with God,becaule that 
1sas ſivect and as deare tohim as life : whereas 
another iman,he contends as much for his luſts , 
for his profit, for his credir, for his pleaſures, 
nay,for his fins,and will rather ſuffer the !ofle 
of a good conſcience, will rather ſufter any un- 
evenneſiz in his wayes towari's God and men, 
ſufferany ſinne, rather than he will be preiadi- 
cc in theſe thiggs, becauſe in this is his lite, 
being dead to Chriſt,and alive to ſinne, 
Azaine, ſuch as the food 15,fuch is the life, 
If itbe the life of finne that a man lives,which 
the Scripture calls death, then the fccrer 
thoughts, & the inward aff-tions feed on car- | 
nall delights, either paſt, preſenr, or to come : 


templation of what he hath had,or he feeds on 
that which is preſene,or he cheeres up himſclte 
with the thoughts and proicects of thoſe carnal 
delights whichare future : whereas a man that 
lives the life of grace, the contrary is moſt ac. 
ceptable to him: for every life draws to it ſelfe 
that w hich is moſt ſurable,& moſt agreceablero 
it:that is,the food wherwith it 1s maintained, & 
thatwherin ir delizhts:Pleaſurce,uoluntas being 
nothingels indeed but the application of rhar 

which 
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' yhich is convenient and agreeable to us, 
And if you ſay now, But naturall mien may 


occupy themſ.ives in hearing, in reading, ir 
praying.and (uch like holy exerciſes. 


| , I anſwwer,that they may, and itiswell, theſe 


things are very good and commendable, 8 nou 
co be omitted: vut yet there is ſomeching muſt 
veadded , for this is notenongh, except wee be 
nouriſhed by theſe duties, & grow by them, a+ 
vou know It is ſaid, Pet.z. Deſire the ſxcere mill 
of the Word,that you may grow therezy:and as you! 
common ſaying is, Shew me not the meat, but the 
man. For Chriſt the great Shepheard of rhe 
ſheepe is affected in this caſe, as ſhepheards are 
wont tobe, that ſay not to the (heepe,hew me 
the hay that I have given you, but ſhew me the 
lac & lanam, the wooll and the milke that is, 
ſhew me the fruits and the effes of all your 
hcaring and praying : for a man may be conver- 
ſant inall theſe duties, and yet forwant of life, 
and for want of a digeſtive faculty within; thar 
is,not turning them into bloud and ſpirits, he 
nay not benouriſhed,he may not grow and be 
ſtrengthened by them, bucbeasa man inan a- 
trophie, chat eats very much, and yet is as leane 
and meager as if he had eat nothing. Of ſuch 
the Scripture ſaith, Thezhave aname to live,but 
are dead, And they are alway learning,but never 
ome to the knowledge of the truth, that is , to 
che ſaving knowledze of it. 

But now for the laſt property of life, as it is 


the 
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the operty of every life,not onely rodra w tO 


it ſelfe things ſutable,but toexpell 8 oppugne | 


:whatſoever is contrary and hurtfull toit: ſo he 
that is a living man in Chriſt 7eſus, though he 
hath the reliques,and the wefts,8 the remain» 
ders of fin ſtill in him,yet he is fick of them, he 
fights againſtthem,heriſiſts them continually, 
as health reſiſts ſicknes,or as aliving fountaine 
reſiſts the mud that fals into ir,it workes it out, 
and doth not reſttill it be cleare againe,wheras 
| another man workes out thoſe good things, 
thoſe good thoughts and motions that are 1n- 
tected & kindled inhim(for ſome good moods 
and good firs they may have) I fay they reie& 
them,and are ſick of them, and weary of them, 
& of the means that ſhould increaſe them,and 
theyare not well till they have gotten rthem- 
ſelves into another element:but for the ſinnes 
which are ſutable ro them, either by difpoſiti- 
on,or by education,or by cuſtome, tlioſe they 
ſuffer to lie continually unexpelled, and unreft- 


this(Beloved) is a great ſigne of death : for 1 
will be bold toſay this, that if we Iye inany 
known fin;that is, if there be a continned'tract | 
of any ſin that we know tobe 'ſin,that is drawh 
as a thread through our whole converfation be 
it fornication,or adultery,or ſwearing,or drun- 
kenneſſe,or malice and envy,or any other:I ſay | 
it is very dangerous, yea deadly,if it have do- | 


ſted, as mud in ponds and dead waters. Arid | 


| minion, ifwe lic in it, as you know a' prevai- 
OI D ling 


ect 
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_  lingdiſcaſekils, &onedilcaſe will do itas wel 


as an hundred : asa fine that paſſes by a thou. 
ſand dirty puddles,and yetwallows but in one, 


& filthy all over,as if the had done 1t 10 more, 
The Scripture is plaine in this caſe, 2. Cor.5.17, 
whoſoever is in Chriſt is a nen creature, and old 
things arepaſſed away, all things axe become new. 
Gal,5 .24.#hoſorver 25 in Chrif hath crucified the 
fleſhnub the affeRions of it: ſo that if there be one 
living luſt in man,if there be one luſt perfectly 
living,it is an argument, that the wholebody of 
death is alive inus:and if it be ſo, we are yet in 
a ſtate of death, 8: are not tranſlated 10 the glore. 
ous liberty of the Sons of God, And ſo I have ſhew 
ed you that every man by nature is dead intref: 
paſſes and fins,and how- you ſhall knorw it, and 
that ifwecontinue in that condition,& arenot 
partakers of the firſt reſurreFion,we ſhall never 
partake of the ſecond reſurreFion, Now we come 
to the ſecond, namely,that there zs a life contrar 
to this death, & that you may underſtand what 
it is,you muſt know that every man by nature 
is ina'dead ſleep, & therefore he ſees not this 
death;nor feels it, nor regards it : for as a dead 
{man feels not that he is dead, ſohe that wants 
this ſpiritual life,he is not ſenſible of it:for the 
foule in the worſe condition it is, the lefſe it 
feels it,though itbe not ſo with rhe body, And 


therefore the firſt thing that muſt be done, to 


if ſhelie in one, it is enough tomake her unclean] | 


ring a man our of this miſerable condition 
of 


——_—_— 
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ofdeath,isto waken him, troopen his eyes, ro 
ſee that he is achilde of wrath, and to ſee whar. 
extreme need he ſtands in of 7eſws Chriſt,and to 
ſeeke and to long after him : as a condemned- 
man longs afterhis pardon, and as he that was 
purſued by the avenger of blood, in theold law, 
came to the C:tie of Refwge, for ſafety and for 
(helcer: I ſay,after thatmanner we muſt firſt be 
awakened. This you ſhal ſee, Fph.5.. Awake thog 
that fleepeſt,and ſtand up from the dead, That wa. | 
kening therfore is the firft worke. And ſo Rom, 
7.9. (it isanexcellent expreſſion) faich he, 7 
ras once alive without the Law, but when the Law 
came,ſinne revived,and 1 died he meaning of it 
is this,before when I was ignorant of the Law, 
[ thought my ſelfe a living man, in as good an e- 
ſtate as the beſt : but when the Law camegthat is, 
when I was enlightened, when I ſaw the true 
meaning of the Law, that I ſaw my ſelfe, and | 
ſaw ſinin arightglaſſe,then fiz was alrue,and 7 | 
died, that is, I found my ſelferobe no better 
than adead man.So that is the firſt work thar 
God doth toa man, whom he means to ſave, 
towaken him out of his dead ſleepe, to charge 
finupon his conſcience,and toſctit upon him 
ropurſue him,as the Avenger of blood we ſpake 
of before. When that is done once, thena man 
will flie tothe City of refuge,that is, he flics 
to Chriſt, as 7oab did to the hornes of the Al- 
{:ar,and he cries and calls carneſtly for the par. | 


don of bis fins,even as Sampſon cried for water, þ 
2 Give 
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Anſw. 


Grue me water,or [ dye, And when a man comes 
thus co Chriſt,thus humbled, then Chriſt ac. 
cepts him;and then he breaths rhis breath of 
life into him,as God Breathe the breath of Life 
into Adam, (ohe is made a living man,accor. 
ding tothat,/oh.5.29. The time ſhall come whex 
the dead ſhall heare the voyce of the Son of God, and 
they that heave u ſhall lzve,chat is, thoſe that are 
ſpiritually dead (hal heare the voice of the Son 
of God.and thoſe that heare it ſhall live : for 
whena man toucherh Chriſt by faith, as the 
woman touched the hemme of his Garment, 
there goes a certaine vertue out from him,thar 
heales the ſoule,as that vertue healed her bloo- 
dy iſſue, And this is a thing much to be mar- 
ked;rbat even as you ſee when the iron 'comes 
nearethe Load- ſtone, there goes avertue from 
the Load-ſtone, that drawes the iron to it : 
ſothough Chriſt be in heaven,8: weare on the | 
carth,there goes acertain yertue from him,that | 
drawes us to him,and not-ſo onely,bur ir chan- 
gethus,& reforms us,and quickneth us by this| 
infuſion of a new life, by this tranſmiſſion of a 
cercaine power 8 vertue that comes from him, | 
Youwlll ſay, Bur this is ſomewhat obſcure, 
what kind of vertue is this > what - kinde of in- 
fuſion and tranſmiſſion is it > 

: My beloved,it is true,it is the great Myſtery 


_— 


of Life and Regeneration; bur as far as 1t 1s ex. 
preſſable,we will explaingunto you. It is done 


after this manner. Even as you ſee an Artificer, 
when t 


| 
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when be goes about any worke of art, there 
goes a certaine influence from the $kill that is 


] ſeated in his mind,that paſſcth upon the worke 
| as hemoulds and faſhions ir,and fers a ftampe 
| upon it,according to that /dea that's conceiv'd 


within : or as we ſee, when the will moves the 
members of the body roand fro, there goes a 
commanding active =— from the will that 
acts the members, and ſtirs them according to 


| the diſpoſition of thewill : or as we ſee in the 
| workes of nature, when the Bees make their 


combes,and rhe Birds their neaſts, there goes 
out a certaine inſtin& from God,the authorof 
nature,that impels and inſtigares the creatures, 
todo according to their kinde. Such a kind of 
vertue and power it is, that the Scripture calls 
the vertue of his reſurrection, that comes from 


Chriſt & fromthe ſpiritof Chriſt,that moulds | 
| & faſhions the heart of a man,that commands 
| powerfully in him,and that guids and directs 


him todoe things agreeable to his will. And 
this is that, my beloved, which the Apoſtle 


| ſpeakes of, Zph.i.1g. he prayes that thelr eyes 


might be opened, that they might ſee the exceeding 


greatneſſe of his power, that workes mihoſe that be- 


lreve:where marke this, that it is called power, 
that 15,ir is not an empty forme of godlineſſe,but an | 
efjeFuall prevalent power, that puts not upon us 
only the waſhy colour of a good proferion, but 
that dyes the heart in graine with grace and 
holinefſe,chat doth nor onely alter that ſuper- 


D 3 ficies | 
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and turnes the rudder of the life, and guides the 
courſe to'a quite contrary point of thecompaſle, 
And this differs from the forme of godlineſſe. 
'hat we ſpake of before, as the life difters fron, 
che pi&ure, as the {ubſtance differs from 


and powerleſſe. This vertue and power that 
comes from-Chrift,when God meanes to make 
orea living man,it doth not onely make proffers 
and offers, it doth not onely breed in the hear: 
200d deſires and purpoſes,that when they come 
co the birth, have no ſtrength to bring forth, bu 

it foplants them in the heart, that they live 
there as the Creatures live in their owne Elec. 


and theirold natures ftil,they wither and vaniſh 
away, as plants that are ina foile that is nor 
connatural! and ſureable tothem, And there 
fore if we would know whether this life be 
wrought in us or no, let us confider whether 
ever we have had experience of ſuch a great 
wer and vertue, of ſuch an influence from 
Chriſt,that may change us and peforme and re 
new us, and make us not onely willing to livea 
holy life, to have our luſts mortified, to pray 
fervently, and to keepe the Sabbath ith delight. 
but that cnableth us ro do> theſe things alſo; 
as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, I am able to doe all thinss 
hrough Chriſt that ftrengtheneth me , So muc! 


(hail 
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\ ficies,but changeth the whole frame of the hear, | 


the ſhadow, a8that which hath finewes aud ef | 
ficatiouſneſſe in it, from that which is weake | 


ments; wheras inthoſe that have their old hearts | 


| 


| 


- 
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ſhall ſerve tv ſhew you, that we are by nature 
dead, and thatyet there is a lite tobe had that 
is contrary to that death, Now for applicati- 
on of this,wbich ſhall be threefold, 
Firft, lerus beexhorred to beleeve that there 
is ſuch a life : tor-it 1s ſaid, Col.3.that this life zs 
hid with Chrift :» God: it is hid, and therefore to 
be belceved : for things that we ſce,we necd not 
to beleeve. Now that we may know why it is 
{aid tobe a hidden life, let us conſider, | 
From nhom it is hid, and, 
with what it is hid , 
From whom is it hid ? 
It is hid fromnaturall men, even as colours 
are hid from a blindeman, or as they are hid 
inthe darke, The colours are there, but theyare 
hid from man,becauſe either he wants an eye, or” 
he wants light to ſce them. 

Againe,with what is it hid ? 
This ſpiritual life, this life of grace,is hid with 
this naturall life:we ſee men breath and live,bur 
this life is within,weare not able to ſeeit, 
Againe,it is hid under a baſe out-fide, even as 
Chriſt was hid under a Carpenters fonne,as the 
wiſedome of God is hid under the fooliſhne fe 
of preaching, as thoſe whom the world was not 
 orthy of, were hid under ſheepeskinnes, and 
:0at-skinnes, Heb. 11.and as the great myſteries 
of ſalvation are hid under the mezane elements 
of Bread and Wine:after the ſame manner this 
life is hid : I ay undera baſeout-ſide, becauly| 


D 4 thoſe ' 


Queſt, 


Ow. 2. 
ev, 1. 


Anſw.2. 
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] 
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"roſe thar live this life of grace, for the moſt 
[ 
hart are baſeand- coritempribf> in the eye vo: 


| bave many infirmities (as you know Davidand 
| Peter what they fe}l into) & becauſe of that we 


_ ———_ 


che world:andthis is prone thing thathides | 
this life fromus:; -* - 

And thirdly,i itis hidden with the infirmicies| 
of the Saints: ever as you ſee this naturall life 
-hid'ina ſwound,or: as reaſon hid in drankennes- 
there 15 life there and reaſonthere, bur ir is not 
ſeene; It cannot be denied that the holieſt men 


cannot ſee this ſpirituall life, bur are ready to 
think,for the time,that there is no life'in them. | 
' Andlaſt of all.this life is hid from u3by mil. 
Teports,CVen as Chriſt was hid from the world 
beiog re "reed tobe a Wrne-bibber,ond a compa 
ion of olnttons,8 one that caſt out devils through 
Beelz-bub the Printe of the Devils, thus he was 
hid:and ſo the Apoſtle Pau/,and the reſt of the || 
Apoſtes were hid from the world after this ma- 
ner. In 2:Cor.6 ſaith hee are decervers, though 
true,that is,though we be true, yet aith he, 'we 
are decervers; that i is, we are reported to be de: 
'ceitfu'land falſe men. Therefore thoſe that arc | 
io great, place, ſhould take 'ſpeciall heed | 
how they admit reports : for you ſhall finde 
this, that inall ages,inall tories, men for the 
moſt part havebeen miſ-reported, good men | 
the worſt reported of,and evill men the beſt ſoſ 
'rhatifwe judge by reports, we ſhall 5uſt1ffe 1h! 
micked, and condemme the generation of the Tuſt, : 
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i lay, all cheſe wayes this lite ish1d from us :' 
4nd therfore we mult beleeve it,though we may | 
help our ſelves a little with experience. We lee | 
there isa generation of men, whoſe life is nor | 
incarnall pleaſures.and delights, thar give nor | 
themſelves upto ſin againſt God:and it is cer- | 
raine that no man can live without ſome de- | 
'ight, no creature can live withour it : ſince | 
therefore their delight is not in theſe rhings,it | 
is likely thatthere is another life that they live, | 
that is,an inward and retired life, even this life | 
which is h:d wzth Chriſt zn God, q 

Again,you ſee there is a generation of men 
thatarewilling to ſuffer tortures, & impriſons 
ments,yea death it ſelte:and ſurely they would 
not be ſo willing topart with this natural life, 
if there were not a better life, a life that they 
(cta higher priceupon: I ſay, they would not | 
{et this goe, if they had not hope of another. ! 
Thus we may help our ſelves with experience; | 
but yet we muſt beleeve it, And this is the firſt 
Vſethat weare to make of this,to beleeve thar 
there is ſuch alife. | 

Secondly, ifhe that hath not this life is not 
in Chriſt,wby then, my beloved, it concernes 
us to ſce that we have the fruits and effets of 
'his ſpiritual life in us, that char change be 
wrought in us, that we ſpake of, that we have 
thoſe motions and thoſe a&ttons, that proceed 
trom an inward principle of lite, that we have 


bat attraB:ve diſpoſition, and that expulyue 
diſpoſition 


We 2, 


— 
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ditpolition which may empty our bearts of all 
knowne finne,which is alſo an effeR of this life. 
And this further we muſt chiefely looke to,thar 
we love the brethren ; which, for ought I ſee, the 
noly Ghoſt points at above all other ſignes of 
this ſpirituall life : you have it, x. 70h, 4, 14. ee 
know by this that we ave paſſed from death to tife, be. 
cauſe we love the brethren, You know a dead mem- 
ber hath no ſymparhic with the reſt, bur a li. 
ving member hath a fellow-feeling, yea, a 
quicke and exquiſite ſenſe within, when any 
of the members are pained or hazzarded, Ther- 
fore let us labourto finde this c<araFer of life in 
our ſelves, by being affeted to our neighbours 
and brethren, and the Churches abroad, by ha- 
ving bowels of compaſſion in us, to melt over 
their condition, and to deſire their ſafety as our 
owne, For why ſhould we not? are they not rhe 
ſame Church of God as weare ? are they not 
bought with the ſame price, and are they not as 
deare to God ? and certainely, it we ſhew love to 
any Church, becauſe it is a Church, we would 
doe it toone as well as to another. 

Againegve have reaſon tocommilerate them 
for our owne ſakes, For we cannot ſtand alone, 


and God hath fo orderedir in his providence, 
Luke 6.38.That looke what meaſure we mete 10 0- 
thers,in their diſtrefſ>, men ſhall meaſure the ſame 
tous in ourneceſſicie: and how ſoone the fire 
may take herealſo we know not : Burt this you 


ſhall finde in the Propheſie of 11 
the 
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the Nations dranke of the cup of Gods wrath, , 
we ſee there the Cup went round, every Nation | 
dranke of ir, ſome more, ſome leſſe. Bur it men 
doc not doe it, yet certatnely God will recom- 
penceus with good if wedoe it, with il! it we 0. 
mit ir, For though hee ſceme angry with his 
Churches for a time, as David was with 4ba- 
om : yet as [oab never did Darzd fo acceptable 
2 turne in all his lite,as when he ſought ro'bring 
home Abſalom his baniſhed ſonne, though he 
were angry with htm (becauſe his inward affe. 
tion was toward him all the while) ſowe cans 1 
not do Goda moreacceptable turn,then to help 
11s Churches, tough for the preſent they feem | 
'obeunder the cloud of his anger, And doubr- 
efle the Lord would take 1t exceeding ill, if we 
'/hould neglect ourduty to them, (as I hopewe 
do not, and ſhall not) as you ſee, ſudg.5.23. We 
ſce there how the Lord is afteed in ſuch a caſe 
4s this, Curſe ye Meroz, ſaith the Angelof the Lord, | 
164 eurſethe Inhabitants of Meroz Tintrly becauſe | 
they came not to helpe the Lord, to helpe the Lord a-| 
gatnIthe 1M 7hite, Marke, he doth not ſay, bee 
cauſe they did them any wroug, but becauſe they 
came not out, but ſare ſtill ; and yeu know the | 
ralc, thtt he that keepes not off an iniury nhen he 
mayhe doth it. 

Againe,marke the ground why they came not 
out,becavſc it 'was to helpethe Lord againſt the 
mighty. When the enemies were mighty, they 
had reſpe& totheir own ſafety,and fat _— 

that 


_— 
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that phraſe is to be ob{crved chiefly,they came 
not to helpe the Lord, It was not to helpe the 
Lord, but to helpe che Churches at that time, 
and yetthe Lord takes it as done to himlſelfe, 
But now on the other ſide,as the Lord would 
rake itill, if we doit nor, {ocertainly it we doe 
it, hewill take it exceeding well at our hands. 
This work hath meat in the mouth of ir, it brings 
a ſure reward, Even as the Arke when it was 
harboured by ObedeE dom, 8,others,it brought 
a bleſſing to them, ſocertain*ly rhe Church 
brings a bleſſing rothoſe that defend it,wher- 
as on the other {ide,wben the Arkewas violate 
and ill uſed by the Philiſtines, and the men of 
Buhbſhemeſh, you know how many thouſands 
were ſlaine forir, VVhencel gather, It God 
would doe ſo much for that which had bur a 
typicail holineſle, that was buta dead Tem- 
ple,where he dwelt but for a time,what wil hee 
doe if his living Temple be deſtroted: For the 
people of God are his living Temple, /er.2 3, 
It is ſaid, Iſrael is ahalloned thing to the Lord,my 
firſt fruits,and therefore he that devoures it, ſhall 
offend, and evill ſhall come 10 him, ſaith the Lord, 
And therefore inhelping the Church of God 
from being devoured by ſtrangers, wee helpea 
hallowed people;for we ſee the Lord reckoned 
Iſrael ſo,though they were ſubject to many fai-: 
lings, Let this therefore ſtirre us up to doe it 
with all diligence. Ve may fall out and in at 


Gm em——_—_— 


home, and the viciſſitude of faire weather and 
foule! 
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toulewithin our 0yn hemiſphere may paſſe a- 


Churches ſhal be ſwallowed up,you kno that 
is a thingthat cannot be recalled : Therefore 
letus reſolve to doe ourbeſt, and to:do-it in 
time, And this I will be bold: to fay for_onr 
enconragement,they arethe Chunches ot God, 
and there is a God in heaven that tendreth 


in the mounts,even when things are paſt hope, 
and though their enemies be excob eding--great 


the Ghurch, they are as a heape of ftraw, that 


4 


way,and blow over(as Ihope it will, and I pray: | 
God it may )yet inthemean time, if any of the | 


them, and he is a God that delights tobe:ſegn. | 


and mighty,yer when they go about: to oppole | | 


-— - Om -”  —_ 


goes about to oppreſle a cole of | fire; that wilt | | 


conſume them , or as one that devaures & cup; ' 


| 


| 


: 
, 


of poyfon,that will prove his death: oras one | | 
that goes about tooverthrowa great ſtone,that | | 
fals backe againe,and bruiſettr him to powder; ||. | 
(they are all the Scriptures expretions\.as your! : 


| (hall firide'Z2ch.12.) Sol fay, the: Lord:will 
deale with the enemies of tis Churches, & will 


| 


we are perfivaded;asyour:profe fion-is, ſoyour | 
deſires and intentions are molt reall and firme: 


ſpeakes in-another. cafe,” wee ſpeake the Truth 


but we ſpeake as from God:, 2» the ſight of: 


forr 


/ preſerve them ; therefore let thts hope encou-| 
rage us rodoe ;t the rather . For your Majefty, ! | 


and when we ſay we are ſo perſiwaded, as Paw | | 
andlze&not, (for Palpits are. not for nts | 


| 


| God ; and a meſkage from God may. com-' | 
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 fort,and incourage,and confirme- you in it,For 
us that are ſubies,let us be exhorted rodoour 
| parts, to contend and & wreſtlewith God by 
prayer,8 not to let him reſt, till he have given 
reſt tohis Churches,and not only ſo, but that 
we doour parts,that which is within our com- 
paſle, eſpecially as any have greater power and 
opportunity of doing good, let them confiCer 
that excellent ſpeech.of fordecay to Heſter, 
Heſt.q: 24..1f thou hold thy tongue at this time, del;e 
verance ſhall appeare to the Tews from another place, 
but thou and thy houſe ſhal periſh. The meaning is 
this xz thentherewas an opportunity of doing 
200d to the Church(as you know then inwhat 
extremity the 7ews were) therefore, ſaith he, 1f 
thondo not do it, thou & thy houſe ſhalperiſh,For if 
any bean impediment, nay if any do not doe 
their beſt, I pronouncc-this inthe Name of the 
moſt true God,rIfat ſhall make it good ſooner 

or [ater,chey and ther houſes ſhal periſh, and be as 
the ſtraw that we ſpake of ghat oppreſſeth the coale 
of fire.But on the other fide,if they ſeek rodeli- 
ver the Churches from his and their enemies, 

chere is this great advantage in it, it will move 


gain,or make their enemies tobeat peacetvirh 
them:as Salomon ſaith, when a mans mazes pleaſe 
the Lord he nil make his enemies at peace with him 

Thirdly and laſtly, let us be exhorted to live 
this life of grace,that is,to dothe duties of obe» 


dience,wherwith this life is nouriſhed & main- 


tained, | 


God to deliver them from their enemies a. } 


es. At 


———— 


—— * 
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| Gideon, as long as hedid the aQions of this 
life,you know how he proſpered , but when he 


the fiſh out of the water,cvery motion is a mo- 


excellent than the life of nature, or the life of 


| life of grace with the life of joy,& peace 80ut- 


went a whoring,it was the deſtruction of him 
and his houſe, Salomon, how glorious was his 
riſing;as a bright morning without clouds, &lo 
he continu'd to the evening of his life, but then 
when he beganto ſuffer rebellions in his king - 
dome againſt God inmatters ofReligion(as it 
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| rained:tor ſo the Lord ſaith,herhar keeps my £0- 
| mandements, ſhall livein them : even as the flame | 
| lives inthe oyle, oras the creature lives by irs 


food, ſoa man lives by keeping the Comman. 
deiments of God:thar is,this ſpirituall life,this 
life of grace, it is maintained by*doing the 
Commandements : whereas on the other fide, 
every motion out ofthe wayes of Gods Com. 
mandements,and into finyis like the motion of 


tion to death:and O that we could think of ſin, 
of every {in,as a motion to death, and of every 
good ation as.a putting on towards life: that 
we could think this life of grace tobe far more 


| 


finfal luſts and pleaſures,and delights!for fo ir 
15,Sucely that life which Gol and Angels live 
muſt necds be the moſtexcellent, $ the fulleſt | 
of joy; & this life they live, To incourage us to | 
it,lct us but.confider how God interlaceth this 


| 


ward proſperity:as you ſee indiversexamples, 


ſet up.a goldex Ephod, after which the people 


IS 
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(aid,thar Vzziah fought the Lord all the dayes 


--T 


is ſaid,he ſerup Aſbtarozh, the abomination of 
the Zydonians,andMilcomghe abomination of 
the Amorites,&ce) then God ſtirred up rebel- 
lions againſt him,then it is ſaid that Hadad, 8 
Rheſin,and Teroboam his own ſervant, liftup his 
hand againſt him. for,ſaith rhe Text, he ſtirred 
ther up for that cauſe : ſo that as long as Salo 
mon did the ations of this life, God proſpered 
him continually in a high degree,and when he 
fell from it, he fell from that peace which he 
had:ſo God interlaceth this life of grace, with 
the life of ioy,8& peace, & outward proſperity, 
The like you ſeen his ſon Fehoboarn, for three 
years when he ſought the Lord, faith the Text, 
and did the ations of this life,2.Chro.11, fo 
long he proſpered,things went well with him, 
& 1n 7eruſalem ;bur after three years he forſook 
the Lord,and ſuffered the people tomake them 
high places,then it is ſaid in the text,in the fift | 
yeare of his raigne (God gave him two yeares 
{[pace)he powred our his wrath upon him and up- 
0x Teruſalem, by the hands of Shiſhack,yhe King 
of Egypt. Where it 15 to be obſerved, that th 1s 
evill fell upon him, not becauſe Shiſhack was 
angry, but becauſe the Lord was angry with 
bim:for itis not ſaid,that it was Shiſhaks wrath 
but the Lords wrath, he was butthe viall, but 
the inftrument,through which Gods wrath was 
poured upon him:bur an example you ſhal find 
of this moſt cleere in Yzzjab,2.chro.25. 6,1itis 


of 


} . 
ſtrukion, whereas you 
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of Z achariah the Prophet,and as long as he ſought 
the Lord, he proſpered ; fo long as hedid the 
ations of this lite, the life of joy,and proſpe- 
rity,and peaceran along with it, but afterver.10 
then the Lord had helped, him that he grew might- 
t3,then ſaith the Text, hzs heart -was lift up to his 
defliruFn.. Sothat even as you ſce blazing Co- 
mets,though they be but Comets,yet as long as 
they keepe aloft, they ſhine bright ; but when 
they _ x to decline from theirpitch,and fal ro 
the earth,they vaniſh; ſowhen men forſake the 
Lord and minde earthly things, then they loſe 
their light, and are diſſipated and come to de- 

Ge on the other fide, all 
holy and good Kings,that lived this life of grace 
conſtantly, they ſhined in the darke world, as 
ſtars in a darke night,neither loſing their light, 
nor falling from their place. And this you ſhall 
finde in all the ſtories of the Kings of /rael and 
Iudah,thatcither their ſuffering of Idolatry and 
ſuperſtition at home, or theirre _ Aſbur 
and Egypt abroad, was the caule of all their miſe- 
ry : for when they were iq diſtreſſe, they ſought 
ro thoſe Nations that proved as broken retds,that 
didnot onely deceive them, but dd runne into 
their hands,On the other ſide you ſhall obſerve, 
that thoſe that lived this life of grace perfectly, 
whoſe hearts were perfe& with God, thatemp». 
tied out all theold leaven of Idolatric and Su- 
perſtitionat home,and in all their diſtreſſes and 


wants truſted upon God , you ſhall finde, I ſay, 
Ki E Dro 
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.bim from the Lord,z. Chy 16) ſaith he,'A4ſa,when 


proportionably as they did this, more or lefle, 
ſo they proſpered. As you ſee in Aſz, (it is the 
Prophets owne ſpeech to him, that was ſent to 


there came amighty army againſt thee of Lubyms 
and gchlopians cher were (as it is inthe Chap. 
ter before) as the ſands #n wo for mulcntude, yet 
becauſe thou reftedfi on the Lord,he gave thee the Vie 
forie over them. Afterward a ſmall army ef. 
caped his hands. And why + Becauſe he re- 
ſted on the King of Aram. So likewiſe Tehoſa. 
phat, we fee, when he came backe from belping 


phet chu meets him,z .Chroz. 19, 2. and: ſaith 
thus to him, 0 /ehoſaphar, wil: thou helpe the wic. 
ked > Wil thou love thoſe that hate the Lord2wrath 
is = out againſt thee; And (o in the next 
\ Chapter verſe.z.. it is ſaid, that a great army 
came from beyond the ſea , and ſchoſaphar was 
ſoreafraid, Likewiſe whenhe ioyned with 4. 
chaziah to make ſhips to goe to Tarſbiſh, the 
Prophet Elzezer goes tohim, and tell him, that 
God had broken the ſhips at Ezzox-Geber, be. 


cauſe he had joyned with Achaziah the ſon of 
Achabg. Chro,20.35,36. I might give you ma- 
ny examples more: /acob, though the thing were 
good which hedid (as you know he might ſecke 
the bleſſing lawfully,for it was promiſed tohim) 
yet becauſe he uſed evill means, Rebeccah and he 
by a [ye deceiving 7ſaac, you know what it coſt 
him, he was baniſhed from his Fathers houſe 


Achab,at the Battell of RamorheGzliad, the Pro: | 


ws. 
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many yeares, and you kiow bow much ſorrow | 
Rebecca had tor it, even for failing in the man: |. 
ner. So David,looke what intermiſſion there was 
in doing the ations of this life, this ſpiritual; 
life,you ice likewiſe his troubles were. 
Therefore let us be exhorted to live this life 
of grace, ſceing wee have ſo great incourage- 
ment, I fay, if you obſerve the Scriptures from 
the 2, Chr.11. totheend of that booke (which is 
exceeding well worth your reading, where nor 
| onely the ſtory of the Kings is ſerdowne, bur 
the cauſe of all the accidents that did befall 
chem) you ſhall ſee gl along, as they lived this 
life of grace,as they did the ations of this life, 
| that is, as they kept their hearts perfe& with 
| God,ſotheir outward ioy and proſperity was ac- 
cordingly : and the interruptions and intermiſh. ' 
ons they found in this, was according to their 
intermiſſion in that, Therefore ler us be exhor- 
| red to live this life: for certainly every life hath an 
excellencie and a ſweerneſſe in it, morethan ary 
meere being, and as any life exceeds other, ſo 
it hath it more: as thelife of a manexceeds the 
lifeofa beaſt, and the life of grace exceeds the 
life ofa man, and therefore it is more capaciouy 
of greater joy, and of greater griefe : Onthe 6- 
cher ſide, as you know the ioyof the Saints is 
unſpeakeable and glorious, and paſſeth all underſlan:- | 
ding, ſothe deſpaire and hortour of conſcienco 
{againſt it, exceeds as much, :And let us marke 


this, that as he chat lives thelife of a beaſt deftroies 
| E 2 himſclfe, 
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| bimſelfe 4s a man, (0 he that lives the life of a 


1 (clfe as a Chriſtian, Therefore ler us be exhor- 


man, that is,the life of reaſon onely, the life of 
humane wiſedome and policie, deftioyes him. 


ted tolive this life of grace, which is beſt for our: 
ſelves ; yea, let us abound in the ations of this 
Life, let us live it as much as maybe for one 
man'may live more in a day than another doth 
ina yeare : for life is ination ; ſo much as we 
doe,as farre as we excerciſe this ſpirituall life, ſo 
much wee five : and looke what time we ſpend 
vainly,and idly,ſomuch of our life death polſleC- 
ſeth, as it is ſaid of the noman that lives in pleae 
lures, 1.Tim. $5.6. Shee is dead mhile ſhee lrveth. 
Now the God of life worke this life of grace in 

thoſe in whom it is yet wanting, and in- 

creaſe and inlarge this life in all 
thoſe in whom it is 

already. 
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For fince the beginning of the World, men 

| havent beard nov perceived by rhe. eare, 

neither hath the eye feene another God,be: 

fades thee; which doth fo to him that wai- 
| teth for bims. ; 


2p His particle For, which: you kave 
# for the firſt word, hath ſuch a re- 
Y F” ference to thoſe before, that, we 
SJE muſt rake in. likewiſe the third. 
+ verſe, 


When thou didſt terrible things which Wee 
looked not for, thou cameſt downe ,: the 
Mountaines flowed downe at thy preſence: 


. For ſince the beginning ,&c. 
W e know in thenew Tranſlation the words 


qaneoneraupucageapage| 


> are 


— 
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\arercad ſomewhat otherwi {ez but if you lopke 


 Andwheicas it might be ſajd, Our epemies 


even as the water boylethwhen the fireburneth 


inrothe ma 7gine of your bookes, you ſhall finde 
the ſame reading we now uſe, 'and thatI take 
co be agreeable with the Originall, and nearer| 
the ſcope of the Prophet in that place, 

The wards.,atthe firft reading, ſeeme tobee 
ſomewhat obſcure, bur inbriete the plain mea. 
ning isthis 2when thegevple of 7ſ7ae! were op, 
preſſed with enemies, more potent and mighty 
than themſelves,thePropherin his ownename, 
andimthenameof the-people makes this praier 
untothe Lord : O Lopd, -weebeſeech thee, breake | 
the heavens and come 1owne, that the Mountaines 
may flew downe at thy preſence. 


— 


aremighty,and as great'as mountaines : yer, O 
Lord,the mountaines melt atthy preſence : Or 


under it : ſodoe the nations tremble avthy. pre- 
ſence. And this prayer is inforced with this |, 
reaſon': O Lotd, heretofore thou haſkdone tet. 


ming downe of the Lord, atwhoſce preſence the 


rible things, againſt thoſe thar provoked thee: 
4ine, rhau haſt done 'great things for thoſe 
t wait for thee: therefore, we þeſeceh thee, | 
as thou haſt done heretofore, ſonow' breake the 
vens.andcomedonnt;&E oo 0 
 Andif itbeobjeced,; it may bethere were 
fomevther 'cayſcs of all theſe evills, that-be- 
fall us : the Prophet anſwereth no ; that it was 
not in the power bf the cteature, but the com 


—_— 


A 


moun,[ 


a P 


——_—_— 


So, Ws 


Of the Deitie. 61 
mountaines melted, that is, as a heape of wax, 
or lead finketh and falleth downe when fire is | 
purto it,fothe mightieſt nations melt away, 
when thou commeſt to doe any worke for us. | 

And if it beagaine objeQed, Bur there is all 
the queſtion, VVhether there be ſuch a God,or 
no, by whoſe providence theſe things are 
brought to paſſe. To this the Prophet anſwers 
in the fourth verſe, For ſince the beginning of the 
morld, men have not heard, nor _—— the eare, 
neither bath the eye ſcene another God, beſides thee, 
which doth ſuch things for bim that wazteth for him. 
As if hee ſhould ſay, indeed there is the teſti- 
| mony ofthe Scriptures,there is the witnes ofthe 
| Prophets, 8& evidence of miracles,that al things 
are done by the providence of God,butyer(ſaith 
he) I will leaveall theſe things, and appealeto 
the workes of Nature, evento the things that 
theeye hath ſcene,and the earchath heard : for 
from them it is manifeſt that there isa God, 8& 
that it is hee who hathdone theſe cerr1ble chings 
which we looked not for. 

But not to ſtand long in the explication of 
the words,you ſhall finde theſe three points ly- 
ing evidently before you. 

Firſt, That even from thethings that the eye ſeeth. 
and theeare heareth.zt is manifeſt that God is, and 
that is hee that doth theſe terrible things that wee 
looked not for. 

Secondly,That this God is one, and that there | 
[ts #0 God beſides , the Idols andthe dungehill o_ | 
E 4 of * 
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| * "Laſtly, are doth terrible things 19thoſe thas 
| for thoſe mhowait for him. 


of the Gentiles,are no gods, 


provoke bim, ſo likewiſe great and wonderfull things 


_  Theſeare thethree points which ariſe from 
thefe words ; and of theſe in order, And firſt 
for the firſt, That 

It i5 manifeſt fromthe things that the eye ſeeth, | 
and eare htareth, from day 0 day, that God is,and 
that it is ' his providence that all things are done 
inithenorld.. 

Now we muſt know,. that this point, Thar 
God is,and that by his providence all things come to 
' paſce, I ſay,this 1s made plaine to us two wales: 
Firſt,by Faith,out of the bookes of the Scrip- 
ture, Secondly;by Reaſor,out of the bookes of 
the Creatures, 

Ouatof the bookes of the Scriptures; 8& that | 
you ſhall ſee. Heb.r1.3.3yFaith nee believe that 
the trorlds were made by God, and inthe fixt verl, 
He who commeth to God, muſt beleevethat God 25, 
and that he is a rewarder of thoſe that ſeekehim, 
Here is mention made of the firſkway of know- 
ing, that Godis. | 

The ſecond way you ſhall have ſer downe in 
Rom.1.20.The inviſible things of him, that is, H:s 
eternal poner and God-head, aye uleerelyſeene, be- 
ing underſtood by the things that aremaae: that 
is, though the eternal power and God-head be 
lin themſelves inviſible, yer by thethings that 


are ſeen &heard,they may be made knowneand 
manI- | 


yu 
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| maniteſted to us : ſo likewiſe, 4F,17,27. 28. 1f 
| ſo bewe might grope after him;and finde him : for in 
him we lrve, and move,and have our being :4s if hee 
ſhould ſay, The very things wee heare, and ſee, 

and taſte,and handle with our hands, doe all de- 

monſtrate hat God is : which is the very ſame 

the Prophet ſaith here, Since the beginning of the 
world,they have not heard, nor underſtood nith their 

earegnor ſeene with their eye, another God beſides 

thee,nhich doth (o for him that nantth for him.For 

we muſt know,rhat the things revealed untous, 
are of two forts: 

Such as have no impreſſion upon the creature, 1 
ſuch are the myſteries of rhe Trinity, and of 
the Goſpell : theſe arconely revealed, 

Others therc are, which have certaine Chara- 
ers of them ſer upon the Creatures, fo that | 
you may diſcerne them , and amongſt the reſt 
this is one of the maine,that God 45, and that 5y 
his providence all things are diſpoſed im hea. 
ven and earth. 

Andalchough it may be thoughtthat there 
are none that doubr of this, yet theſe proofes 
ar uſefull, partly becauſe they ſerve roanſwer 
thoſeſecrer obietions of Arheiſme, which wee 
| are all ſubie&-to, and- partly becauſe they 
| ſtrengthen that Principle in us, thaz. God is : 
| which is very neceſſary tobe confirmed, ſeeing 
it is the maine and principal! foundation of 
all Chriſtian Religion,and can never ſufficient- 


ly enough berammed downe, as being that that 
: muſt 
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| muſt beareall the weight of the building:there- 
fore let no man thinke, that thoſe proofes that 
we ſhall uſe for the manifeſtationof this truth, 
area thing altogether needleſle : for certainely 
whereſoever the - Scripture hath a mouth to 
ſpeake,there it is uſefull for us to have an care 
to heare. 

Firſt,cherefore if we doe but in generall be- 
hold the Vniverſe,and looke upon the building 
of heaven andearth, wee may eaſily diſcerne 
therein,the erernall power and God-head of the 
maker of it. 

Suppoſea man bred and brought up in ſome 
hollow cave of the carth, having a houſe there 
builr, and things neceſlary provided for him, 
and let him afterwards (when he comes toa ful 
| uſe of underſtanding, and not before)bebrought 
| and ſet the face of the carth, and there 
ſet him fee the glorious beauty of the Sunne, 
| and feele the heat of it : the force of the winds, 
and ſee the fiviftneſſe of the clouds, theebbing 
| and flowing of the Seas, the apparelling of the 
| earth,let him ſee the courſe of the heavens, and 
| the fearefull darkeneſſe that followes upon the 
| | ſetting of the Sunnc,and afterthat the Moone 
| and Starres, lighted up for theuſe of men: and 

| beaſts, would heenot wonder at all that,yhich 
wee by reaſon of long aſſiduity make nothing 
| of > Itisa tmerule, Sapiencis oft rerum mani- 
I cauſas querere: CA wiſe man enquireth 


— 


| after cauſes of manifeſt thinge , which another 
WM man 
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| man paſſeth over,and asketh not the ground and * 
reaſon of, , - 

And in this inquiſition, when he figdeth that | . | 
man is beſt of the creatures, and yet-was not a. 
ble to raiſe ſuch a roofe as the heavens,nor ſuch | 
a floore as the carth;hee muſt needs conclude, 
that ſome one better and more able than man, 
was the maker of all theſe things ,, which man 
could not make himſeltfc. 

Andif it beobjeed, but chis workeman is | Obic&. 
co where tobe ſeene,though theſe thingsare to 
be ſcene, 

I anſiver, that as it iswhen you ſee a magni- | 4%” 
ficenr palace, the builder of that many times 
1s nor to be ſcene, yet wee will ſay it could not 
bedone but by ſome wiſe Architet,wholewil. | 
dome and ability was anſiwerable torhe work: |' 
or when wee. ſee a faire river runne, though 
wee {ce not the Spring fromwhence it ifluerh, 
yet wee conclude, that there is a Well-head 
ſomewhererkart produceth theſe ſtreames , {o 
when iwee ſhall ſeethe ſucceſſion of Creatures 
| paiſing along by their generations, a wiſeman 
| will fay,Surely there is a principle,a firſt cauſe, 

a Wellchead,whence they doe fiow,thaugh hee 


— 


, by 


ſee it nor, | 
But this is but in generall:ifwe ſhould-bring 


you tothe particular 0>ſcrvation of the: Creae 
tures;it will be moreevident, even by4hethings 
that the Eye fecth,and the Eare heareth, Thar | 


there is a God,by whoſe providence all things 
are 2 
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are diſpoſed;and wewill inftance in theſe parti- 
culars: 

Firſt, we may obſerve by that conſent, which 
ariſeth from ſo many differences and contrari. 
eties amongſt the creatures , if you looke 1nto 
the fabricke of the world, you ſhall behold one 
thing contrary toanother, one thing fighting 
againſt another, fire deſtroying water, drinzſlc 
deſtroying moiſture, and moiſture, drineſle, 
8&c., Yetwithall you ſhall ſee the ſe brought to 
a comely agreement,comming togetherto build 
up and maintaine the whole Vniverſe , how 
could this bee done but by ſome wiſe Com- 
mander > 
 H-you ſhould ſce upon an Inſtrument twen- 


ty diflonanrtrings, and they all broughe into 


one harmony, we would ſay that ſome skilfull 
Muſician had the tuning of it ; and when wee 
looke into theworld, and ſee ſo many contra- 
ry things,8: all thoſe brought to ſo ſiveeta bar. 
mony as they are, muſt wee not ne eds acknow- 


 ledge,that there is ſome wiſe Agent,that inten. 


derth one and remitteth another, and-ſo maketh 


| anufefull mixture of all > And this is-the firſt 


thing we are to obſeruefor how could fo many 
contrarieties meet in one,except they were gui- 
ded by one which is above them all. | 

- Thenextthing amongſt the things which the 
eyc hath ſeen,and the eare hath heard by which 


this is manifeſted, is the fitting and compoſing 


of one thing toanother, 


| 
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one toanother, ſhall we not alſoacknowledge 


doneall this > 
| As for example: had Golmade theeye, and 


not colour for a fit objeRt of the eye, to what: 
end had the eye beene made2> if he had made 
the eycand colours, and no light to diſcover 
the colours, the two firſt had beene to no-pur- 
poſe ; and if hee had made theſe three, - and 
not another tranſparent boly, as the ayre- is, 


red to the eye, the three former had beene to 
no purpoſe ; but out of thera all thus fitred the 


So that the very things that theeye ſeeth, 


behold all other particulars, you ſhall fee the 
like 


The Plants which thruſt their:mouthes. into || 
the earth, draw ſufficient nouriſhmentfrom the 


that there is a high and wiſe Agent, that hath | 


th'ough which the colours might be tranſmir- | 


one to the other, there reſulteth an uſefulland |! 
perfect worke : the like we may layof thereſt, | 


and theeare heareth, make it manifeſt, tha | 


there is ſuch a Godas-made all theſe things. If | 
you looke into the Fabricke of the World, and. | 
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place where they are ſet : thereforeas they need 
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| andas the ſpaces are different rhrough which 


 8O morion, fo they have no motion given them, 


onely a naturall power to ſpread their roots in 
the earth, for the farther ſtrengthening of the | 
bodies. . 

But for the beaſts, which have no nouriſh. 
mentin the places where they are bred, as they 
need motion, . ſo they have motion given them, 


they mcve,ſoare their motions different, ſome 
creepe, ſome goe, ſome flye: and as their mear 
is different, ſo they have different inſtruments 
to recetveit : ſome have teeth, and ſome have 
beakes, ſome have goomes onely; and not ſo 
onely, but they have different appetites,and dif- 
terent taſtes and ſmels, according to their ſeve» 
rallconſtitutions:ſo that you ſee all is fitted one 
to another, The Creatures,the motion, the mcar, 
che appetite, the inſtruments of raking it ; 
whereas were there any diſproportion, or diſa- 
greement inthoſe, the whole worke ſhould be 
in vaine, 

If you take a watch into your hand, and ſee 
therethe wheeles firted one unto another, you 
will acknowledge that this-is not done without 
Art: when you ſee the ſame done in the body 
of a man, where there are ſo many hundred 
bones fitted one to another,ſo many arteries. and 
finewes , ſhall we not acknowledge a great pro« 
vidence,which hath done all this > This 4s the 
ſecond thing tobe obſerved, 

The third obſervation is taken from thoſe cf- 

fects | 
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effects that proceed from bruit and unreaſona- 
ble Creatures, the Srork,the Swallow and the Ele- | 
phaxt, whoſe actions, for che mott part, exceed 
their knowledge,and are beyond their ſtrength: | 
| As for example : They ayme at an end they | 
knownot, they goe by a mile they underſtand 
not, they uſe the meanes that rend to: ſuch an 
end,and yetare ignorant of it : all which argues 
that they are guided by one, who both knowes 
the journies end to which they ayme, and the 
' way that leadeth to it, Evenas-when a man hath | 
paſſed thorow a way full of many turnings, \ | 
'and at length comes to the right end, he will 
confeſſe thar ſome one hath ruled and gui- | 
ded him (through ſo many turnings) that kneww | | 
the way : even ſo when we ſhall ſee thefe Creas;| 
tures doz things, and that conftantiy, and yer | 
know not what they doe, itis an argument that 
they are led and guided by one that -morkes all | 
their morkes in them and for them. Whencethe 
ſaying ofthe Schoolmen,. Opus Nature,&c.the 
worke of Nature is not the worke of meere and | 
bare Nature, but of the Author of Nature: and 
therfore as theſe ations are above their know 
ledge,ſo they are alſo above their ability, which 
you ſhall ſceinthe art of the Spidey, curiouſly 
ſpinning his.web, and the providence of the 
"Ant, roviding in the Summer for: Winter > 1] 
' | thewiſedome of the Conzes, that being 4: people 
not ftrong, yet they make their bouſes in the Rocks, "| 
Naw it is a ſurerule;that whereſtever effeRs | 
| are 
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are-produced abovethe reach and ability of the 
cauſe, they alway import ſome higher Cauſe, 
whence they proceed; and therefore when we 
ſee ſuch ations of wiſedome and providence, 
done by the Creatures which have neither wile- 
dome nor providence inthem, they muſt needs 
proceed from ſome higher Cauſe rhar guiderh 
them :even as you ſce in a faire writing, that is 
written by anew beginner, you will ſay, ſurely 
it's the writing of him that guided his hand, ra- 
cher than his owne, 1f you ſhould ſee a hutdred 
arrows ſhort our of a thicket, and all theſe ſhould 
hit the marke,though you ſee him nor that ſhor 


them, you muſt needs ſay that they were ſhot |, 


by ſome skilfull: Archer : even ſo when you fee 
the Creatures that knew not theend they aime 
ar, nor the meanes that conduced to that end , 
yer uſing dire& and pertinent meanes to come 
coir, it's a moſt direkt argument that there is 
an Almighty Poxer that guides themto all the 
things that they doc : and this is the third ob- 


ſervation. 


A'foarch thing, by which the zxvifible things, 
that is, The-Erernall Power and God-pead is made 


manifeſt to us by the things that the eye ſeeth, and 


the tare heareth ; it is the provident proviſion 
that is made forall che creatures. 'If you ſhould 
come 'into# well ordered Common-wealth, or 


family> and-fhodltd feeall their rhings done it) 


order,tneat provided for allthe- Family in doe 
orderand feaſon;'iwee would notdonbt butthar 


A 


there 
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there is a Governour,that caſts theſe things in- 
|rothis order, * 

And ſhall wee not acknowledge this ſame, 
whenwee ſee it done in the great houſe of the 
world,where ſo many millionsofmen 8& beaſts 
are daily fed,and cloathed, andordered > Take 
bura ſmall family, if there be bur alittle im», 
providence, how ſaonedoth the whole family 
feele the want of it > And how doe wee thinke 
that the great family of the world could bee 
| kept,withour a ſpeciallprovidence to order it > 
If there were bata Towne, or a Villagetobe 
planted, how many things were neceſlary to 
maintaine it ? I will name but one, Pſal.104.10., 
thar is, the providence of God inbringing the 
waters and the ſprings to many feverall cownes- 
If we ſhould ſee the ſame done ina great houſe, 
water brought by pipes into every roome that 
needs,ve would acknowledge it to be the pro- 


bringing inwatet ito ſo many particular plz» 
ces ina Country? And as in feeding, ſoincloa- 
thing ſo many Cremures ; if men ſhould cloath 
them, hoiy would they begin to doeir > Bur 
as God hath commandedthe earth-ro- bring 
forth grafſe, ſohe hath commanded the skins 
'Fof beaſts 'ro'britg forth hayves; -and feathers, 
and wooll, to be fit cloathing'for thetn. And 
as it is in cloathing, fo his- providence is alſo 


= the 


| 


-vidence of him that otdered it ſo: and ſhaltwee! 
not acknowledge the ſame, when we ſee God 


in defending and in fortifying them againſt | 
Wo 
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the injuries of one another, Some have hoofes, 
and hornes, and tuskes to defend thenx: thoſe 
that have nor theſe, have legges to runne away : 
thoſe that.want that, have holes and dennes to 
hide themſelves.in, and (which is to be obſer. 
ved) the weaker creatures goe- in heards tozes 
cher,the ſtrongergoealone ;. for if they ſhould 
oc in multitudes, no man nor beaſt could 
{tand before them:this you ſhall find ſer down, 
10b,z7.Pfal.t04; Now ut the, Queene of Sheba | 
when ſheecame 10 Salerons. Court, and ſaw the 
meat of his rable,the ſiting of his ſervants,and 
theirapparell,1. King.10. was aſtoniſhed, I ſay, 
| if ſhewere ſo thep,when ſhe ſaw the wiſedome 


$4 b13. 


obſervation, -- --;4/) {t ; wrt ts 5 TELE 
: The fift is taken from the compjnation and 
connexion which #s-among the, crcatures, tliat 
dependencethey have one upon, another , men 
cannot; live: without: beaſts to. feed \them, the 
beaſts <4nnot: live without - graſle-to- nouriſh 
them, that cannot be maintained withour the 
influence of the heavens to nouriſh ir ; which 
ſubordination you ſhall ſee ſer downe, Hoſ.2.2 1 

I 
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I wilt heare the heauens,and the heavens ſhall heaze 
the earth,and the earth ſhal beare the corn. hence | 
we may reaſon rhus : either this was done by 
accident,or by providence; not by accident, for 
ſo you may as well ſay, that a multitude of let- 
rers caſt together bychance,can make a Hiſtory |. 
or Poem,as that this order,this connexion, and 
dependance of the Creatures, ſhould come to 
paſſe by accident : and if ir be not by acci- 
dent,then it is by Providence : for this can no 
more be done without providence, than in a Hi- 
flory or Poem, there can be adependance of one 
Word or Sentence upon another, without the 
Artof Witand Reaſon in him that compo- 
ſeth it, | | 
The laſt obſervation, is from the wiſedome 
of the Creator ; which is ſet and ſtamped upon 
all his workes, even as theskill of an Artiſt is 
upon all the worke he makes. Whenwe ſeethe 
ftatueofa man made, we acknowledge that it 
- | was doneby the $kill of him that made it; and 
ſhall not we acknowledge it in the maker of 
man himſelfe > When we ſcea glaſſe eye, an 
Ivory tooth,and a woodden legge, we ſay it is 
doneby a skilfull Artiſt, and ſhall we not ob. | 
ſerve a ſpeciall pronidence and wiſedome, in | 
the making of the members themſelves ? For 
the things are better thatare done by Nature, 
thanthoſe that aredone by Art: for Art doth 
but imitate Nature,and that which is imitated, 
is better than that which doth imitate -: and | 
F 3 ſhall "Hh 
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(hall we attribute skill and wiſedome to the 
workes of Art,and not to the workes of Nature, 
which doe farre excell them > When we ſee a 
Diall deſcribing rhe houres of the day, wee ac» 
knowledge it tobe done by the skill of man, 
wheawe ſee the fame done in the heayens , or- 
dering the times and ſeaſons, ſhall we nor ac 
hd ectees in him 'that makes and 
guides the heavens ? Ir.is reported that Archz. 
medes made a Spheare, wherein the revolution 
of the heavens,the courſe of the Sun,the ebbing 
and flowing of the Sea,is deſcribed and kept in 
the order that themſelves doe move in, which 
when a man ſees,he is ready to ſay, this was not 
done by accident, but by the Skil of ſome excel- 


ſclfe which that Spheare doth but imitate, 
cquld notbedone bur by the wondrous power 
and wiſdome ofhim that doth ir, Lwill- proceed 
no further io this, bur come to make ſome. ap- 
plication, 

Firſt therefore,ſecing beſide the Teſtimonie 
of the Sccipture,thereare ſomany proofs, even 
from the things that 'the eye ſees, and that the 
eare heares, tha; God is : by whoſe Providence 
all things come to _ kk ſhould ſtrengthen 
our Faith in that firſt and maine principle, that 
God z5,For though an. objeR may be ſeenebya 
ſmall light,yet when more candles are brought 


| 


in,and when there is a greater light, we ce the 
ſame obje& more cleare and diſtigtly : fo 


— 


lent. Artiſg,and if (o, thea certainly thething ir | 
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though we beleeve by Faithghat God z5, yet the 
1dditionof more Arguments ſhould ſtrengthen 
as in this belecfe, and confirme this concluſion, 
andadde more to 0uraſlenttoit ; For (my Be. 
loved) thoagh it be not obſerved, yer it is cer. 
raine,that all chat unevenneſſe, all thoſe exorbi. 
rances whichare found in the lives of men, doe 
proceed from theweakeneſle of the Spring,that 
theſe firſt Principles are not firmely and tho- 
rowly beleeved, Menwill not negle@ Religi- 
on altogether,neither wil they make their hearts 
perfe& with God in all things; and whence 


is in part beleeved, in part not beleeved > that 
is,they ſay in their hearts, it may be there is ſuc 


and it may be not : and therefore they will have 
ſome care in the duties of Religion, but a full 


care they have not ; whereas if they did bes 


leeve it fully,they would ferve him witha full 
and perfeft heart. | 
Bur is this all the uſe that is to be madeof it> 


is this all the Prophet driveth to in this place > 
No,his very ſcope is to ſhew us, that it there 
be ſuch a God, then it is hethar doth the rey. 
rible things that are done tous : they come nor 
ropaſſe by accident, thereforewe ſo propound 
the poinr, that by the things thar the eye ſeeth, 
andtheeare heareth, ir appearcth that there is 
ſuch a God that doth terrible things which nee 


| lookenot for. If itbee not by chance and by ac- 
# cident 


comes it but from this, that this firſt Princi le 


an Almighty God, that madeheaven and earth, x 


— 
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- [vill to come and to prevent it. Saul when he was 


cident, .nor the wiſedome and endeavours of 
' men, but the Lord , which doth both terrible 
and mercifull things, both the youu and -thee 
vill which befall us, rhen let us live by Farth and 
20: by ſenſe,that is,feare him,and meer him'in the 
way,whulc it is yet time, leſt wee fall into the 
errour of the Iſraelites here,to have terrible things 
done to us before we looked for them, For hough 
wee beleeve there is ſtich a God, yet if wee doe 
otherwiſe,we forget the Lord, andwe live mich. 
out God tbe norld, 

Every man,when the evill is upon him, ſtar- 
eles at-ir:as a beaſt when he falls and ſinkes into 
aditch or quag; mire, hee ſtruggles, and doth 
his beſt to ger out-ſo men are taught by nature | 
and ſenſe, to expedite themſelves out of an evill | 
whenthey are in ir, but rhe greateſt point of 
faich and wiſedome is to foreſee and forecalt e- 


ina ſtrait,he could ſecke tothe Lord ; but then 
he would not anſwer him, neither by Propher, 
nor by Yrim nor Thummim. Toab when he was 
in extremity,and had no other refuge, he could 


flye tothe hornes of the Alter: as men uſe to 

ye toprayer in ſickneſle, in danger and ex- 
tremity;but then ir was too late, Eſau whenthe 

leſfing was paſt help and recovery, hee could 
ſeeke it with teares : butwhy did they dos it no 
ſooner while it was yettime > Certainly it pro. 
ceeds from a ſecret Atheiſme, and Yybdleefe, to 


which wee are too ſubje&t, which makes us 
not 
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not to be moved with any fore warning, till wee 
fcele the cvill it ſelfeupon us : and therefore it 
is ſaid here,Terrible things are done t0 us that nee 
dooked not for. : 
Death isa terrible thing, yer becaule it 15 ap- 
prchended as a thing afar off, whoconſidereth 
the ſhortneſſe of his life,while it is time to make 
ſure his calling and elef:on, that his ſoule may 
not depend upon uncertainties ? Hell is a terri- 
blething,toconſider that the ſoule is immor- 
tall, and that there is another place to live in for 
ever, and yet who conſiders this in time, and 
takes it toheart? Outward Calamiries that be. 
fall a Church,ora State, or a particular Perſon, 
are terrible, but whoconſiders them in timeto 
preventthem ? This is, and ever hath been the 
Nature of man in all times; weethinkewe will 
do: it mod; & modo, bur ſtill we are put off; 
therefore let us nor, as thoſe in mos, Put the 
evill day farre from us, and draw neare to the ſeat of 
miquitie, (for thoſe two commonly goe toge- 
cher) leſt it befall us that Salomon ſpeakes of, 
As the Oxe to the ſlaughter, and the Bird to the 
ſnare, ſo nebeledio deteaBim and conſider it wot, 
till a dart ſtrike through our liver: but letus doe 
ſomewhat in time, and not deferre and pur off , 
forthe very delay brings miſchiefe. When the 
blow comes (as I ſay)every man feares,but be- 
fore wecarenotz but we doe as thoſe, who be- 
cauſe the hand of the Dyall proceeds inſc nfi- 
bly, conſider not how the houre paſſerh, till the 
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ſroke of the Bell giveth notice, 
It is a wile and true ſaying, Extremun ſtilli- 
eidium clepſydram non exhaurit , 7 ultimus iftus 
quercum a0n cedi: Itis not the laſt ſand thar 
doth exhauſt the houre-glaſſe, nor is it the laft 
ſtroke that doth over-throiv the Oake; that is,it 
is not the next immediate cauſe. that brings © 
vill upon us,as men commoaly thinke, but it 1s 
the precedent adts,neglects and decayes, that 
were long before that blow came upon us, And 
who knowes whether we be not nov upon the 
very Tropicks & turnings of Times? And yet as 
It is ſaid of old age,there is noman thar is ſo old 
that thinkes he may not live a yeare longer: fo 
we are never brought ro {0 low anebbe, bur wee 
are apt tothinke we ſhall hold ont yet a yeare | 
and a yeare longer. So that as the Lapwing | 
falls before the Traveller, and draweth him a 
lictleand alittle farther, till. at length he be 
quite drawne away from her neſt : fo wee are 
quite drawne off from doing the rhings which 
might prevent thoſe evils that are to come: and 
ſo terreble things are done t0 us nhich we looked not! 
fir. 
The ground of all is, partly becaale wee live 
by Senſe,and nor by Faith ( which wee are all 
ſubje& unto,more Or leſle) by which we thinke 
our preſent condition ſhall continue, whatſoe- 
ver itbe:if we beinaffliction, wee thinke that 
(hall alwayes continue : and if we be in proſpe. 
rity,ve thinkeas thoſe in Eſay 56, To-morrow 
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ſhall be a4 day,and much more abundant; that is 
an obſervable place; ſaith the Propher, there is 
anevillneere unto you, and the reaſon is, The 
Watchmen are blinde, they are cumbe dogges, they 
cannot barke,&c, but looke to their owne wayevery | 
0xe : and yer (ſaith he) my people ſay, Come brang | 
nmevewlld fill our ſelves nith ſtrong drinke, to-mor-| 
row ſhall be as to day,and much more abundant : | 
ſay,this is naturall to us. 

Beſides,another ground of it is,becauſe wee| 
ſce dangers comeand goe,and paſſe away, and| 
yetthe blowes come notuponus: and thezetore 
weare apt todoeas that foole,that becaule hee 
faiy the river {liding away, ſtandeth upon the 
ſhore,and hopeth at length thatall will be paſt, 
that he may goc over dry-ſhoJ, and confidereth|. 
notthat there isa ſucceſſion of waters, which 
will continue it : ſowee conſider not that God 
hath anarmy of ſorrows, when he hath afflicted |, 
us leven times, yer headderh ſeven times more, |: 
and if yctive continue obſtinate, he can doe it | 
ſeven times more, till at length his wrath ſwell 
andgrow over the bankes,and carryall away be- 
fore it. That expreſſion you have in the Prophe, 
cy of Nahum. | 

Partly it is asainc,becauſe God is ror ſcene, | 
becauſe God is forgotten in the world : The; 
creatures which ſhould be as a glafle rohelpus / 
toſeehim more clearely, they bccomeas thicke | 
clouds to hide God from us : we looke upon the 


wall of the creatures, but we look not upon him 
chat | 
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_ ' that Rt ands behind it, whochangeth times and 
ſeaſons,as be doth theweather :Sothat our wi- 
ſeſt conjetureof him, is as uncertaine as the 
Prognoſticarion is of the raine, ſnow and wind, 
we are ready to compute future things , as wee 
compute dayes and yeares,and forget that God 
that is the diſpoſer of theſe, and fo grow bold 
and careleſſe, Bur David thought not fo,Pſal.z1. 
Ay times aremn thy hands, O Loyd: Asif hee 
ſhould ſay, They are not in the hands of Sas, 
nor in the hands of Doeg, norin any of mine e- 
nemies bands to'do me hurt, nor in the hands 
of my greateſt friend to doe me good, but my 
times arc in thy hands , for ſorhou diſpoſeſt of 
them as it pleaſeth thee. 
And therefore letus be exhorted to reckon it 
our greateſt wiſedome, to foreſee the greateſt 
dangerto come,while it is yetafar off, Fire may 
be giventOa traine of Gun.powdera great way | 
from the place to which the blow is inten- 
ded : Therefore it was a wiſe obſervation a- 
mongſt the Romanes, that when Hannibal was 
beſieging Sighntiuma Ciry confederateoftheir 
Allies, which was far enough from Rome, 
they thought every blow was given to it, that 
he was even then beating upon the walls of the 
Capitol: therefore they tooke no leſſe care to 
prevent the danger in ſuch a diſtance, than if ir 
had already ſeized upon them: So no doubt 
when the enemy is aſſaulting the Churches | 
|afaroff,he is eventhen ſtfiking at the _— 
: this 


— _Al—C 


—_ — 


— 


Ofthe Dettie. 


this Church and Commonewealrh. 

Iris atrue rule,whenthe evill day commeth, 
it is time of ſpending,and. not of gathering, ir 
muſt be done before itis too late to tetch rhe 
oyle when we ſhould uſe ir,co goand buy when 
the Bridcgroome commeth; therefore they are cal, 
led foot:fh Virgins, becauſe folly is improvident, 
it ſtands inthe valley, and ſces not the evill a. 
fore it beupen us : Wiſcdome ſtands upon a 
hill and deſcryes the danger, and the evils that 
are afar off betore they approach. Ir is certaine, 

gi1eme leaveto ſpeake, for wee are the watch. 
mcn which ſtand upon the watch-rower, and 
{ſhould fee more than rhoſe which ſtand be. 
low,and muſt give warning, that we may deli. 
ver our owne foules, leſt your blood be required 
at Our bands) I fay, it is certaine that evill 1s in- 
tended againſt us,and will come upon us,except 
ſomething be done to prevent it. For there is a 


' covenant berweene God and us, and breach of 


| covenant cauſeth a quarrell;the quarrell of Gol 


| hall cot goeunrevenged : be (aith tothe /ſrate 
i lires,Leve26.25+ 1 nillſend a ſword upon you nhich 
| ſhall avenge the quarrel! of my covenam : As if he 
ſhould ſay, There is a covenant, and you have 


| 

| rell. Now the quarrels of God are not raſh and 
| paſſionateas mens are,& ther{ore he wil not lay 
\' aſide without ſome true & real ſatisfaction, 


broke that covenanr,and therefore 1 Hae a quar-| 
rell,and 1 will ſend a ſword to avenge my quar- | 


If wewill not beleevehis word, yet ſhall wee | 
rot | 


— 
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| crackes to give warning 


"we d1ſcerne them not > Gray haires you know are 


>— 


| were not ſuddenly executed, they were ready to} 


not beleeve his ations > hath he not begunne? 
Arewe infatuate and ſcenothing > Doe we not 
ſce the whole body- of thoſe that profeſſe the 
eruth arebeſieged round about through Chri. | 
ſtendome? Atthis time are not preſent enemies | 
not onely ſtirred up,but united rogerther,and we } 
diſ-joyned torefiſt them > Are not our Allies 
waſted > Are not many branches of the Church 
cut off already,and more in hazzard? Ina word, 
have notcurenterpriſes been blaſted,and withe: 
red under our hands for the moſt part? Have not 
things been long going downe the hill, and are 
even now haſtening to a period ? and doe not 
wee ſay now that ſuch an accident, and ſuch a 
miſcarriage ofſuch a buſinefle, and ſuch men 
are the cauſes ? But who is the cauſe of theſe 
cauſes ? Is it not he without whoſe providence 
a Sparrow fals not to a 


round? Are not theſe 
cfore the fall of rhe 
houſe ? Are not theſe the gray baires, which Ho. 
ſea ſpeakes of, that are here and there upon us, and 


a ſigne of old age and approach unto death. 
And are not all theſe things arguments e» 
now that God hath begunne with us ? will hee 
leave his worke in the middle? No certainely, 
you ſhall ſce what himſelfe ſaith, 1, Sam,3.12. 
When I begin,I'le make anend, Samuel had threat- 
ned fearefull judgements againſt the houſe of 
Eli,bur becauſe they lived long in peace; and 


thinke! 


Ofthe Dems. 


think the words of the Propher were but winde : 
therfore God tels them, that it was true, hewas| 
patient,and long before he begun, but notwith. 
ſtanding when he began, he would alſo make an 
end:wherefore I beſeech you for our owne ſakes, 
and for the ſake of the Churches,let us well and 
ſeriouſly conſider this ;doubtleſſe there is ſome» 
what for which God is offended: andif there be, 
certainly till that be taken away, the. Lord will 
nor returneunto us, and cauſe us ta proſper in 
the'things we pur our hands unto, '- 17 |, 
When 7oſus ſaw the people fall before their 
enemies, hee wondredat ir, and enquired the 
cauſe,and except that had bin removed, though | 
it had been for many yeares, yet be ſhoald ne-| 
ver have had ſuccefle, nov brought the children 
of 1ſraeltothe Landof Canaan, though God 
had promiſed it : for Gods promiſes are as his 
threatnings, tobes underſinnd with: a, condi. 
tion, Bur a moſt remarkdbleexample you thal 
finde,2.Sam.21 1, VVhen there fel out a famine 
inthe dayes of D avid,he knew-the natural cauſe 
was the drought, bur hee inquired after the ſir- 
pernaturall cauſe, as wiſe men ſhould doe ': as 
lecob when hee ſaw: the Angels: aſcended and! 
deſcended, hee enquired who ſtoog. on the top 
of the ladder and ſent rhem toand fro. Zzk1e! 
enquires who ſtands onthe rop: of the wheele ; 
but fooles looke onely who: ſands. onthe next | 
ftaireor ſtep : whereas wee ſhould enquye as 


David,what was the cauſe of the famine ;- and 
it 


"mY 
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it was anſwered bim,it was Saztand his blood y 
houſe, becauſe he had broken his oath with the 
Gibeonites, which was done many yeares be- 
fore : 1 ſay,ſo wee ſhould doe in all the cala. 
mities afflictions and extremities that befall 
either the Church in generall, or any particular 
perſon, ſearch whztthe cauſe is, I finde the 
phraſeuſed in2.Chrox,t2.7.faith the Lord there, 
I will. not at this tame powre out my nrath ugon 
Teruſalem by the hands of Shiſhack : where ob-, 
ſerve,that though Shiſhack was the immediate 
inſtrument, yet it was not Shiſhack his wrath, 
Shiſhack was but the viall through whick his 
wrath- was powred out, VVhere you may ob- 
ſerve this connexion, that when any affliction 
befalletha State or Church;or a particular per: 
ſon, it is becauſe God is angrie, and hee is ne- 
ver angry but for ſinne, and till fine be remo 
ved, his anger is never laid afide, time weares it | 
nor out; as it'doth the anger and paſſions of 
men. And therefore it is good for us to com. 
with the Lord, and to take up this ſuit 

fore it come to execution and judgement, 
and not to doe as ill-busbands and prodigalls 
doe,that ſuffer a ſuit rorunne on, and charges 
to grow from TermetO Terme,leſtwe be inforced 
to / og onely the maine debt, but thearrera- 
=U (o,that is, the time of that patience and 
ong-ſuffering of God, and. got in this world 
onely,but inthatwhich is to come. It isappa- 
rartthat God is about agreatworke, yea, to 
make 


——— 
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make a great change in the world, except we do 
as it were hold his hand by ſeeking and turning 
unto him,and by removing the things that pro 
voke him : he-doth not lay all theſe ſtones, and 
move all rheſe wheeles for nothing,and yer who 
knowes what it is he is abour, till it be brought 
forth? ſuch a Metaphor 1 finde, Prov. 27.1. #ho 
knowes what a day may bring forth > it is a Me- 
taphor taken from awombe , there is no man 
knoyes what is in the wombe of- to morrow, or 
what evill to morrow: may bring fo:th. Saul lit- 
tle choughtthat the next day travelled of ſuch 
a birth as the overthrow of the armies of /ſrael, 
and the death ofhimſelfe and bis ſons. 706 lit- 
tle thought that the next day had-in the womb 
thereof the fall of the houſe, and the ſlaying of 
his children. 1f you obſerve the Scripture,you 
ſhall finde that there are certaine ſeaſons, wher- 
in as the Angell'troubled the: poole, -{o God 
troubleth the Churches, and commonly when 
'God doth it toonehe doth ir to all.2, Chro, 15 . 
5,6. And at that time there mas nopeace 10 bins 
that did gee 0ut or in, but that troubles were to all 
the Inhabitanrs ; for Nativn was deſtroyed of N a- 
tion; and Citze of Citie : for God rroabledthtm with 
all adverſrie. Where you ſhall obferve , that 
where God once begins to do it, all the Chut-. 
ches come in, inthe end ; and whence was it > 
not becauſe fuch an accident fell our, and ſucl 
offetices aroſe betweene Princes and Prinees, 
| and Nation and Nation, but God had troubled 


them | 


- 
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| 


' | ble now,atid willing todiſcerne that ſeaſon ! 


chem with all kinde of adverſity, but eſpecially 

ler.25.15, A notable example you ſhall ſee, the 
cup went round,when it was given toone Nati. 
on todrinke,every one taſted of it,though ſome| 
more,ſomelefle, Sothar,I ſay, there are cer- 
taine times and ſeaſons wherein God troubleth 
the Churches zand that very thing that diſtin. 
gtuiſhes berweene Nations and Churches,to be 
faved or tobedeſtroyed, is the very ability ro 
diſcerne of thoſe ſeaſons ; Oh that we were a 


I willgive you two inſtances : When deſtru. | 
ctionwas to be brought upon Teruſalem , when 
| they weretobe led into captivity,the Lord was 
above twenty yeares about it,many warnings he 
gave them by his. Prophets, he brought Nebu- 
chadnezzay neere them,8 took him away again, 
and what is the complaint hee takes up againſt 
his people : ſaith he, The Srorke and the Cranes 
; know cheer appointed times, but know not 
the Iullgements of the Lord, Thoſe creatures feele 
.and fore-ſeethe Vinter,and betake themſelves 
to fome warme place. There is a Iudgement 
-a comming, there are warnings enough, but my 
. people cannot diſcerne their ſeaſon, And fo, 
when the laſtblow was to be given tothe ewes 
by the bands of the Romans, you ſhall ſee how 
patherically our Saviour expreſſethit, O ery» 
_ſalens, Terwſalem, if thou hadſt knowne in this thy 
dayahethings belonging to thy peace, but now, they 


| arehid from thine ezes,Mark,in this thyday;there is 


a time! 


| 


| 


" 


' | it expreſſed, Zephan2.1,2.. Search, or Gather your 


- .OftheDeitie. 
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ire and {ca(on;andere- «+t,time is exceeding 


wherein if Ieruſalem had ſeene it,the deſtructi. 


| on had bin prevented,but now the time is paſt, 


[t isa thing worthy obſervation, that there isa 
double time,which we ſhall ſee obſerved in the 
Scripture: There is a time of preparing, and 
threatning, and no morebut threatning, and a 
time of executing thedecree, ſo you ſhall ſee 


ſelves together, before the Decree bring forth, before 
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, Oc. 
There is a time of whetting his glittering 
ford, and fitting the arrow tq the bow,before 
the blow be given, there is a time of patience, 
triall and long. ſuffering,before he ſweares in bis 
wrath they ſhal not emey into his reflbut when the 
time iscome,when theword is ofice gone Out of 
his mouth,when the decree is gone theo, 
as Samutl (aid to Saulgvhen he would have t 

ſentence of his rejection tobe retracted : No, 
ſaith heghe ftirength of Iſraelis not a man, that bee 
ſhould repent,a,Sam,r5.29, Therefore whilethe 
evill is yet in the clouds,before the ſtorm come, | 


4 


whetting, before the ſtroke be given, before 
the decree bee come forth, let us ſearch qur 


tive : they may either die in the wombe, orelſe 


they may travel! nith miſchiefe, and bring forth 
G a 
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ſwift, and paſſerh away, There is ſuch-a day| 


while things are preparing, while the ſword is | 


ſelves and meer him, to prevent at, The evils | 
which men intend againſt us may prove abor-'| 
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| 


a the ; ghar is , ſomewhat contrary to that they 
incend:ſ{ed fata V;amiinthient,but when God. in 
rends any evill againſt any,what power ſhall be|. 
able to ſtopihim? thedeſtruftion of God witl 
| finde a way which we never dreamed of, as wee 
ſce oft by: experience, Vel punto remporis maxt. 
win rerum montnta vertuntuy, Even in a point of 
time-.the greatrſt' thingi "are turned wp-ſjde 
downe., My Beloved, we all afte& the praiſe of 
wiſedome-: and whereindoth wiſedome chiefly 
confſiſt,ve ſhall ſee, Dexr.32,2 9, Ohthat my peo 
plemerewiſe! what to doe ? ro remember their lat- 
ter end;as if wiſedome did therein confiſt:So in 
| Prov. 22.3. A wiſe man ſees the plague afar off, and 
hides himſelfe, bat a foole goeth 0n,and is puniſhed , 
it's a'Metaphor taken from beaſts, thar feelc 
che ftorme before it comes, and then hide them. 
(elves in their dens, But the foole goeth on and is 
puniſhed, that is, cither hee is ignorant and ſees 
it not,or elſe he is beſotted and ſtupified, and 
ſo careleſſetoprevent it, SO Prov,14.16.The wiſe 
{ man feareth and _ from etull, but the foole 
rageth,and is careleſce, that is, the prudent man 
he fearesthe cvill oftudgement,;the cvill of pu. 
niſhment,he-fearesrhe judgment tocome,ther- | 
fore be departs from rheevilt of ſin that brings 
it-as /oſeph forefaw the famin, & hid both him- 
ſelfeand others from itby providing againſt it: 
ſo 1ob-when his ſons werebanqueting,he feared 
leſt they had ſinned, and blaſphemed Go1 in their 
hearts,and therefore he roſe early and ſacrificed 
for 


nt. 
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| word inthe Originall is to paſſe on whatſoever 


| 


Teeke tro God : ſuch was the feare of Tehoſaphar, 
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| for them : bur the foole rageth and 1s confident ;tbe| 


comes of it : as Balaam when the Angell met 
him with,a drawne fward to ſhew the danger 
that he went in, yet he would not beruled,bur he 
went on,and you know the iſſue: and ſo ubab 
when hcwent to Ramorh- Giliad, though Micai- 
ah foretold him,yerthe would goe.on, therefore 


point of courage and generoſity not to feare,bur 
you ſee the Wiſe-man ſaith here, That a wiſe man 
feares and departs from exull, Indeed there is a 
double feare, therc isa feare that ought not to 
be, that cauſeth the thing wee feare tocame to 
paſſe; that is, ſuch a feare as ſers us aworke tg 
uſeevill meanes topreventthe cvill : ſuch was 
the feare of Saul, that ſet him aworke to ſecke | 
to the Witch, which was: the very thing that 
brought upon him that he feared: ſuch was the 
| teare of the yay wi wet _ = to 
Egypt and to Aſhuy for helpgvhich brought u 
> the thing which 4 feared; and Gi | 
4 ſcare we ſhould lay: aſide; but there is a good 
fkearewhich cauſerh thething thatwe feare, nor 
to come to paſle, becauſe it ſets us aworke to 


1,Chre.20.3. Whenthere was a great tcultitude 
came againſt him, bee feared,ſaith the Text,and 
*hat did this fcare fer him on worke to doe ? 


He fought the Lord;and proclaimed a faſt theronout 


came thort home for his labor: its accounted a | 


, A — 4 


all Twdah:Now this feare was a profitable feare, 
G 2 which 
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which cauſed the thing be feared, not rocome 
to paſſe: forby this meanes he had awonderful] 
deliverance: ſuch was the feare of [ac0b: when 
Eſeu came againſt him with qo0 mes, hee was 
ſore afraill;'and- what did this feare ? it ſet him 
awOrke to pray,and romyeſtle with the Lord Al. 
mighty: this cauſed the thing that he feared, nor 
rocome to paſſe : ſuch was: the feare of 7ojas 
when heheard the booke of the Law read, and 
therby _—_ the dangerthatwas like ro come, 
he feared, and what did that feare bring to paſſe? 
His heart melted, ſaith the Text) within bim, and 
he humbled himfelfe greatly before the Lord, and 
therefore the thing hee feared did not come to 
ſ& it1 regard of himſelfe : for hee had word 
ent himby the Lord, that hee ſhould not ſee 
'that evillinhis dayes. 'So thatthere ts a good, 
an nſcfull,and profitable feare, that cauſerh the 
_— Feare,nottocomets paſſe, and this is 
the feare that the Wiſe-man ſpeakes of, P79.28, 
14.Bleſſed is he that feareth alwates, but hee that 
bardeneth his bear: fhall fall into evill. I will not. 
adde any more. Another maine rhing to which | 
the Prophet driveth,is,that as the Lord doth rey. 
rible things 18 thoſe that provoke him, tothoſe that 
willnot- take warning : ſo likewife he-dorh nox- 
drous things for thoſe that wait for him, Tam ſorry 
-| T have not opportunitie to adde this tothe o. 
ther, but I ſee the time is paſt, rherefore here 
ſhall beanend. - 
K EXACT 
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EPHES. 5. 15. 


Take heed that you walke therefore circum- 


ſpefly (or exattly) not as fooles, but as Wiſe. | 


IN cheeighthverſe efthis Chap. 
ter, the Apoſtle Iayeth downe 
Sel this conclufion, Tow were once 

Wl darkneſſe, but now you ave light in 
the Lord, walke therfore as children 
of the light:this hee carrics alopg 


by ſome arguments,and drawes ſome conſea- 


heed therefore that you walks exaily,not as fooles rt 
4s wiſe. As if he thould lay, Now the darkenes | 
is gone,now youare ſet upon a hill, now youare | 
in the broad light that all men may ſee you,now 
looke to your ſelves,now ſee shar 1ou walke exa- 
Aly,not as fooles,but ar wiſe : ſo you have in theſe 


wards : 


ries from it, among the. reſt this is one, Take | 


Firſt acommand,or anexhortation layed on 


4 


2 them, 


Coherence, 


< 


Drifion. 
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Exa? W alking. 


Simile, 


. 
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them, Walke circumſpeRiy, or exattly, 

Secondly, thar is backed with a reaſon, Not 
as fodles,but as miſe: as if he ſhould fay,[t is your 
 wiſedome todoſo,it is folly rodo otherwiſe. 

- Thirdly,there is prefixed-before ira meanes 
how todoe it,Take heed;or Conſider : that is,it is a] 
thing thatwill nat. cafily be done, iris a thing 
char wilf coft you fome labour, a:man may do 
a buogling ationwithout con{1deration,bur if 
hee will doe a thing exaly,he mult take heed 
untoit. Take heed that you walke exaFily, not as 
fooles but as wiſe. | 

I will open the words in particular, when I 
came to handle them; 

BeforeI cometothe particularpoints which 
theſe words afford us, ſomething we may ga- 
ther from this particle Therefore : Therefore 15 a 
relative particle,it hath reference to that which 
went before, Tow are children of light, therefore 
walke exaily,not as fooles, bur as neſe. Therefore , 
that is, fince you-arethe children of light, ſince 
you arethoſe upon whom the Name of God is | 
called, fince you profeſſe the feare of God, it 
behooves you to looke to your ſelves that you 
walke exaftly, Ina tableuponwhich a Picture is 
drawne,before the PiQure is drawne,the blemi- ; 
ſhes,and blots, and ſcratches. upon it, are not i 
obſerved: but when-the Picture is drawne,a lit- | 


tle blot isobſervediin it: ſo it is with men in} 
this caſe,a man before he be regenerate, before 


heis made a childeof light, while bewalkes in 
. daikeneſſe,! 


SO I ee I mt 
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[darkneiie, whi'e Gods Images notdrawne up- why Ganes ae f 
on him,the finnes thatare in him are not much |moſttaken oo f 
o2ſcrved, becauſe there is no great difference |*#<ofin God} 
betweene his generall carriage, and ſame pattis 

cular failing : but whesthe Peece is drawne, | 
that is,vhen Gods image is ſtamped upon him 
and renued in him, then the infirmities, and ; 
ſinnes,and failings,that he falls into, every man 

is ready toobſervethem and marke them + and | 
therefore wee ſhould in a ſpeciall manner looke | 

tO it;b<cauſe our condition is altered, whereas | 
before wee were darkenefle, now we are light . | 
whereas before wee ſtcod in the crowd, (as it | 5,mile, ' 
werc)amongſt the reſt of the people, now wee | 
are ſer upon the ſtage, every man markes what | 
wedoe: nay,ifwe ſtand ſtill and doe nothing, 
it is obſcrved:and if we do, and doe that which 
is undecent, that is o>ſerved tro : now when c- 
very ene of ouractions are Obſerved, it behoves 
us to looke the more what weedoe, to [ce that 
| we walke exaGtly, This thing I will nor preſſe 
becauſe 1tis common. .. 

Onely the Vſe that we ſhould make of it is|[Y/e 1, | 
this,to {ce what God and men looke for from 
us ; when we take upon us the profeſſion of his 
feare,his glory isengaged in our carriage, there- | 
fore we ſhould walkeexattly, not as foeles, but as 
wiſe, 

Aoaine, as any man hath a higher degree of Pſe2+ 
Faith (for there bee degrees) as any ſtand in a 
1 higher place,they muſt looke to it more,as they 
G 4 ane = 
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Conſideration 
ececſs ary to 
exat walking, 


Conſiderauon 
| whats 


Three things 
in confiderati- 
2n. 

. The mind 
dwels on the 
ion, 


a *1 


|rherearemany actions that 


are if moteeſtimarion and glory, ſo they muſt 
rake heedoffalling to the fcandallot rheir holy 
| profeſſion : but Iwill not ftand upon that, Now 
[ come to-rake the words as they lie. 

Conſider therefore, or take beed chat you walke 
exatlly: for the walking exaBly,confideration is 
required you ſee ; now the queſtion will be, 
what this conſideration is ? It isa thing that is 
little taughrand notwell underſtood, and ther. 
foreLwill a little open ir unto you, thar:you 
may know whatthis a& 15: itisathing oft de. 


| (cribed in Scripture ; 7 conſidered my waies, und 


| 1urned my feet to thy teſtimonies. Now confiderati- 
jOn (rodeſeribe it royou) is nothing elſe, but 
an a of thepratticall underſtanding, whereby 
itrefletsand flayes upon irs owne intentions, 
and comparing them with therule, it proceeds | 
rolaya cotnmandupon the Will and affetions 
co put chem'in execution, F fay, it isana of 


| the praQicall underſtanding, whereby ir ſtaies 


and refle&s upon its owne intentions, 8c. for 
ſſe from:the mind, 
of a man,tliat he dwels rnotupon,but they'paſſe! 
preſently away,theſe are not reflet acts, they 
are not as of conſideration, he dwels not upon 
them : butwhen a man dwels upona thing, hee 
will notler it preſently paſſe from his hagds. 
Firſt, they are in the intention, and then hee 
lookes backe by conſideration, when a man will 
ſee what is in his minde,hee will looke round a- 
bout as it were, and returneupon his ad” 
it 
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P ts called mn the1Chromicles  {f you repurne tay0ur 
'heart1,1 ſay this is neceſſary, this.is one-parr.of | 
| conſideration ;_ bur this is notall, a man may| 
dwell upon his ations for another end... | 
: . Therefore when.this .is-done,, in the fecond! 


on his aQions,as- that he compares them with 
the rale : he tets chem both rogether, and there. 
fore in;Prov.g.26 thatwhich as. called .confide-, 
ra:ion inanorher place,isthere called Pondering. 
Ponder the waie« of thy feet : the meaning is, can- 
{iderthe waies of thy feet. Now you know what 
Pondering is, when you ave a thing 10: weigh, 
there inuſk be ſomerhing.to weigh inby, whuch! 
therefore is the rule thereof : and as/in meaſu. 
| ring,there is the thing that you meaſure by:this 
is the ſecond thing to be done inconlideration, 
 tocampare it with therule, 15-1 2/01il v7 
| -:*Bur yet this 4s nor. all ; for there:+may be a 
comparing ofactions'and intenrions, with the 
' we bywhich ic is ſquared, when yet it is not | 
' canfideratioa: aSehvller may takewthing into 
* confideration,wlierherit-be 2rag:or falſt,whe- 
ther irbe a practice ara ſpeculative :thing,hee 
may compare it withthe rule.z but his end is 
not to practiſe it, but onely roknow the truth! 
ofit;and fo helets it lie: And-not onely Schols | 
| lers,butir is ſOwith all men torthe:moft part, | 
they heare us deliver the Truth of God, their| 
| end'isroſee- (as it were) to underfiand it, to; 
| know the4ruth of 'it, rhey doe no-more but fo 
_ if 


» Tocompar, 
place this is tobe added,thataman fodwellups| * with rbecule, 
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3. Torelolye 
upon the pra- 
Rice ofic, * 


Mouris [0 
conſider ation, 
1,\t 15 an Cx+ 
ccllency proper 
to Wan, 


| 
| Simile., 


| he would have us doc, to Conſider z that is, to 


ifrhe.ching berrue, andgiverbeiraſſentto ir; 
but incontiderationthere is fomawbat more. 


upon the will co put 1t incxecutioa,nrelic it is 
aot rly. confideration :::burwhen a man 
conlidersot a thing,fo as that hercfolves todo 
it, thathelaycs an unperative injunRtionupon 
the inferiour faculrics, to put that in practiſe 
and exccution-that bee reſolves on ; fo now 
you ſce--more diftin&ly and clearely what the 
Apoſtle would hae us doe, this is the action 


ſtay.upon our ations, to compare them with 
he rule,and not to let them lye therezbut to pur 
them in pratice and: execution ; 'this is the 
thing weare here exhortred unto, to Conſider, or 
T «ke heed what wee doc. And it is that which 
 wehave little rcaſor.to be backward to(though 
-in_erath:weate :backeward to nothing more, 
which'is canſeof many crrotrs of our life)if we 
.cankder; ;- 527 | 

Fir&,that this conſideration is the excellen- 
.Cy of. all a>mans ations, 3t.is that which is 


capable of it ; It:is a peculiar excellency to man 
to beable to xeturneand to reflef upon his a. 
tions, 'Beafts looke ſorward-altogether. upon 
the preſentpleaſurewhich is propounded, but 
to confideran a@iqnzyhether it be tobe done, 
or not to be done, it is an excellency peculiar ro 


man, Thereforeas the: Mathemarians: ſay of 


;.. Therefore Iadde;that ir layerh a command 


to-man, ashe is aman, there is no beaſt | 
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 Figures,the ſtratghr Figuregr the ſtraight Line; 
is the weakeſt,but the Cirgle is rhe ſtrongeſt of 
all other,and the beſt;betcauſe 6tie part 'returnes 
| to another,and Hofds up! another; o theſe di- 
retaCions of ours, theſe tranfient ations that 
paſſe ſuddenly upona thing, they are the wea- 
keſt, in them weeate molt ſubjetroerre, but | 
theſe ations wherein we returne againe upon 
our ſelves, as a circle or round figure, aremore 
perfe& and exact: I fay, it is the excellency of 
anattion,and this ſhould make us ready todoe 
it,but thar is not all,there is nor onely a gene- 
'rall excellency. - "8 OY 
But it is the beſt fo: oar ſelves, it perfects us | ».1t perfeds 
above all other : rake all other ations that goe! ®</ouF, 
directly forward,-they perfect ſomewhat that! 
is out of a-man, but they perfe& not the heart | 
of 2 man. 1f itbe in teaching orhers,in it is the | 
"perfetion5*rhe Scholler : other ations of * 
wealrh,of honour,of Tearing, or any thing of: 
this nature; they perfe@ the thing upon which 
they are pitched: but now this ation, by which 
the heartreturnes upon it felfe, this refle a- 
Gion is that which perſes a mans ſoule, it 
makes him abetterman, it builds him up-in | 
Grace,and in Truth : when a man lookes in,and 
return-s upon himſelfe, he makes-up the brea. 
ches of his heart, if there be any thing amiſle 
there, hee retifiesit : Therefore it isan ation]: 
that we ſhould eafilyaſſent unto, and-agree to 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle. Therefore to 
CMN- 
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ye, 
{ncon{iderati- 
-n che cauſe 
of crrors 11 our 
lives, 


Simil:. 


'$ imile. 


fider wbat we doe ;, the failing in this is the 
cauſe of; {omany errors incur lives, the cauſe 
.of ſo.many ill-ſpent; bok rep, of ſo. many. wine 
ſpeeches gf. ſo many grofle\ſinnes commitred, 


would well conſider whar, that is, when: the 
Loid ſaith, 7 will not holdhim gualtheſſe that tak'th 
my name invaine, heewould not be ſorcady.to 
{weare as he is. If the Adulterer would conſider 
what God ſaith, Heb,rz #horemongers and Adul: 
rerers God will indge, hewould not fo eaſily .con» 
tinue inthatſinne: ſo you may run thorow 0+ 


' | ther particulars, therefore this conſideration 


1s neceſlary in things that belong to ſalvati- 
on. Itis not ſo in other; things :. in other 
things the notion paſſerth ſooneftrom the-mind 
to the reſt of the facultics,as ſoone as the light, 
it is no ſooner kindled but preſently it is exe- 
cuted - but in matters that belgng.togodlineſſe, 
there may.be a ſparke, and. it wall-goe our a- 
gaine in the heart, as greene wood putteth our 


| 


the fire: in that caſe there mult bee. paines ra. 
ken,.becauſeof the ſtubbornneſle in the facul. 
ries of the minde to obey. the light, which is 
dictated to the conſcience : 'Thereforewe muſt 
doe in this caſe,as we doe with ſtubborne ſer. 
vants, they mult bee bidden doe a thing again, 
they-muſt be forced unto it. If the under-facul. 
ties wereasready to obey the mindein ſpirit 
| all chings as in other things, it were anather| 


ca ſe. 
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all for want of conſideration. If the ſivecarer | 
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caſe, In other things (for the moſtpart)we ſhall 
finde that the minde hath nofoonerreſolvedon/ 
a thing,but the faculties preſently are ready to| 

praiſe and toexecute it: 1f it be 4 marier of plea. | THE undert 
ſure,a matter of commodity, a matter' of buſj-| borne to ſpiri. 
nefle,if a man reſolve once todoe it,hefiadesno| things, 
reliſtance:but if it be a matter tending #0 a hal; life, | *& 
hee is reſolved and fully intended todoeir, yet 
when he comes to the point, how many impe» 
diments doth bee finde in rhe under.facalties'd | 
they are like ſtubborne'ſervants that bave need | Smile, 
of preſſingupon, and muſt have ſuch impera- |, 
tive injunRions upon them as I ſpeake of; | 
Therefore this conſideration is: neceſlatie for | 
us, wee ſee, if webe negligentia it, it is: impoſ;, | 
ſible we ſhould lead a holy life, becauſe we goe | 
upthe hill in that, there muſt be paines taken in | | 
harahie is no good attionbut iewil colt this | | 
conſideration,and the rather-we ſhould doe it, | | 
becauſe (as I ſay) jt is that which perfect us | 
moſt of any-rhing :we ſtudic many things, wee | 
 tudic Bookes, weeftudie men, wee iſtady our |. The be ug) 
ſelves, thar is done byrhis a& of confideras |=: 

tion, and of all ſtudies rchatis the beft, when a | 
| 
| 


manfiudies his owneheart, when hee -dwels at } 
home.1t was the precept of the wiſe 'Moraliſt,to 
\exhort mento dwell atrhome, rolooke.inward : 
for a man to be as a good houſe.wife in her 
owne houſe, to drefle the roomeof his heart, | 5;,,;/-. 
every morning to ſweepe it, and toput things | 
- 2 the former day hath-pur out of 
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{(dcrationss 
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ce. 


—_— 


| or98T #bar he: thay be fir rc) entertaine thel.or, | 
of glory :4theretorewe oughrtokesp our felves| 
| right and fraight, to keepe our ſelves cleane 
| and pure in foule and-body by this continual! | 
—_—; ray, ryan mer Tem- | 
'- 2] 'n/exFonthe:Holg'G 


oft ro dwell inand tocor- 
tinve in;therefore we ſhould do this, 

Firſt 10 generall, take this generall confide- 
tation :;etamanithinke what his condition is, 
what hecomes.imGtbe world-for ; ler him fir 


. | downe and thinke with himſelfe that he hath a 


ſoule.that is immortall, that muſt live in ano» 
.ther-place for cver, that his life ts uncertaine, | 
hee kawes not when this ſoule of his ſhall be 
, put out of pofſeiſian : now if a man would take 
theſe things into conſideration, if he would fir 
downe and conſider his latter end, conſider rhe 
infa)libility-of ;rbe. dhreatniogs, conſider rhe 
' ncetaibty-of this Zife, conſider the terrour of 
Gods wrath, becauſe theſe things are not taken 


into conſideration : therefore it is that men M 
on iu courſes. of ſfinne , this is that which the 


| people. fayled in, Pen. 29g. ſaith Hoſes 


there, 7ow fave ſeene what the Lord did to Phas 
raoh . and - all his ſervants, you have ſeene the 
Temptatians and the greet workes nhich hee 
wrought, bet. you heave not hearts to. perceive, 
wu have mat eyes to ſee unto this day, youhave 
le. ne, bus youhave not hearts to- perceive , that 
ts, you have not hearts toconfider itas it is 5 as. 


if bee (iqylg ſay, this will:profit nothing «this. 


which 


yy -- A 
"y -- "2 © — eter P_ 9% Ga + ——— — ._ 


—. RS) "__ 

| "ExattVValkeng. {01 
which was one of the ftrongeſt-arguments.tha? 
was, (as boy could-a people have: morp- arg 
'menrst9 feare Gadd than thbyhad,'toſer fuvi? 
wonders as they did? )but this profited then | 
thing becauſe they had not hearts rocontider': | 
ſo our Saviour, Mark? 6.52,' They conſidered nor | vn 
| the Miracle of the Loves) for- their bexnes vere ; 
| hardened, After that miracle was - ohe, 
when Chriſt walked upon the Sea, and they 
thought hee had beena lpirit, they vere afraid, 
the realon is given, becauſe they contidered nor 
the miracle of the Loaves, as it hee ſhould fay, 

there was enough in that to have"ftrengrhe. | 

ned their faith, that they ſhould not have been | 
ſofcarefull : but faith Ehrif, che reaſon: you | 
did not profit by chat was, becauſe youdid not 
conſider , your hearts were hardened : and 
therefore, 2. Tim, 216, It is Pauls cxhortation, | 2. 1im.3.6. 
| Conſider nhat I (ay,confider what inother places 
 Thavenamedroyou, that is, though theſe bee 
 reafons ſtrong ehough-, yer confider',i Timo 
thy, or elſe it will never worke upon thee; there | | 
fore conſider what I ſay, and becauſe wee are 
pot able to doe ir-- of our ſelves, hee prayes to 
God to teach him'to conſider, andthe Lord give | 
thee underſtanding in all things : and indeed that 
we may doe fo, let us beſeech God to open cur 
/ eyes toenable-ns to conſider : til] bee ſets us a- 
| worke, wee cannot doe it: to purpoſe, ſorhat 
I fay, we.ſhould learne to doe this in generall, 


PY not-onely ſo, but ro make adaily yo | 
; of | 
EEE EE CRC w—C 


_ 
— ——_———  —— — ._ 


. 4 1O0Zz Exatt alking. 

of it,every day conſider ourwayes, to-ſet ſome 
rime apatt for that purpoſe; when we come to 
| | | God in PTayer,con ider the buſineſlewe have to} 
| doecondiderwhat hath been” our, of order the 
day before,to reflect upon our hearts,and tO ſer 
things ſtrairbefore Gad, and after this to have 
an-eyeupon our aQions all'the day, that our 
rodgucs,our hands,anr- feet, or any, part be not 
ready toa@ any thing before we have confide- 
redand pondered it, before we have good wat- 


rant for it, : «.. 
Oueſt,  Youwill fay this is impoſſible, muſt a man 
| ftand confidering every ation that he doth ? 


_ 4 3 I ſay, it is not needfull that every action 


to conſider e-| ſhould be conſidered; as in a journey, you know 
very particula:| jr. js not needfull for a man to: thinke of 
nay, | ep, butthefirſtintentionof the journey will 
Simile. carry hima greatway ; fo ſet the heart aright, 
and that intention will carry a man thorow 
many actions, though :be ſtand not toconſider 
every particular z but becauſe our hearts are ſo 
ready to goe outof theway , like young hor- 
ſes that are not accuſtomed to the high way, 
If they are ready.to turne aſide ever and anon, 
Smile, | except the hand be upon the bridle continu» 
ally; fo this conſideration muſt be ever and a- 
| non repeated in the heart to keepe it ſtrait, it 
is aptelſe coturne aſide, This we muſtlearne 
omnee" rodoe inthings that belong to godlineſſe, in! 
outwardtiin,s\ Other things we areapt enough todae it , the 
Young man isapt toconfſider how hee (hall - 
F tisfie 
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tishehis fleſh, and the detires of it, ' how hee 

ſhall obtaine his plealurcs: the antienter men, 
they conſider how they may increaſe their 
wealth, how they may keepe correſpondency, 
asit is ſayd of the good houſe-wife , She conſi- 
| dereth afield, andgers zt, Prov. 31, There is too | 
much of this conſideration,men conſider fuch 
outward advantages : the thing that we require 
now,is to conſider how wee may walke circum. | 


1s the thirg that wee ought to conſider, and to | 


'peAlly and ho!ily before God in all things, this | 


ncegle& this, and to intend other things” is no 
2etter than madneſle, if a mandoe bur confider f 
{criouſly what he is what bis condition is, and 
what he is fit for, he will reckon it madnefle to 
{ intend other things as hedoth , we reckon men 
mad, when they fall a gathering ſtrawes, and 
icke their cloathes with flowers, when they | 
(crabble apon the walls, becauſe wee thinke| 
cheſeaC&tions unmeer for a man: Socome to a 
'Chriſtian , whenhee is occupicd in trifles, in 
pleaſures and honours, (for they areno better) 
when men dorkis with all their endeavour,this | 
is as inmeet fora Chriſtian, this is as much be. | 
low a Chriftian,as thoſe other ations thar I | 
named,are below a man :and it isas truely ſpi | 
ritual madneſſe, as the other is naturall frenzy: | 
conſider of this therefore, and come to your 
ſelves, I am notroo harſh in-calling it mad. | 
neſſe,the Scripturecals it ſo, in Zuke 15. the 


Prodigallis ſaid tocome to himlelfe : for orÞer | 
| H thin” s 


Luk,'s 


Proy.zr. 


Madnes,whar. | 
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] Doe, 
[ris a Chriſti 
ans duuic r0 


| walke cxaRtly 


chipgs hewas come to himtelfe before, bur for | 


matcer of graceand ſalvation, therein hee was 
not cone to himſelfe: ſo that a man may true. 
ty ſay,rhat the world is fallof mad men inthis 
ſen, becauſe they come as much ſhort of that 
which belongs toa Chriſtian,of that which be- 
longs to a man, as he ſtands in relation to God, 
15 he ſtands ia reference to eternity , as thc 0. 


cheraRions are toother men, and you ſhal!- 


fiade they are occupied in the ſame manner, 
looke upon the imployments of men, if we 
could ſcewhat rhey are buſie about, what their 
thoughts and lives are taken up with, in the 
morning if wee could ſeerhem, as God feceth 


them and beholds them, we ſhould ſee they do 


as mad men, asa man that makesa garland to 


himſelfe,compoſed of ſuch vanicie as he is moſt | 


fancied with, Conſider therefore what you 
doe,Fatke exatily, not as fooles, but as wiſe. SO 


| much for that. The main point is that we now 


come to. 

Walke exaftly, 
# Conſider therefore that you walks exadly ; 
whence wewill deliver this Doctrine (to take 
the words as they lye,) That 


It is required of a Chriſtian that hee nalke with 
God exafthy in all things. 

Before I come to profecutethis point, I will 
ſhew what this ralkeng is, and what it 15 towall 


exatt'y, 
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zes and turnings of a mans converſation to 
icepe himſelfe cloſe ro the rule, fo that into 
vhat circumſtance ſoever hee is caſt, ſtill as a 
Dye to fall right, whether hee bee alone or in 
company,whether he be in ſport orin bufines, 
whether hee bee amongſt enemies, or amongſt 
iends.,all is one, his converſation is ſtill of the 
ſame colour, hee keepes one tenure what condi- 
tion ſoever he is in, in croſſes and adverſitie he 
's taughtto wait, in proſperity he knowes how 
co abound, to behave himſelfeas a Chriſtian in 
any particular ation, whether it bee gaine or 
lofle rohim,wherher ke be ina p/caſanteſtate, 
or whomſoever he hath refcrence ro, whether it 
be” for his advantage or diſadvantage, all is 
one. he doth not hitt,he doth not dawb it out 
Dy ſeeking inventions, that afterwards will fall 
off as untempered morter, his conſcience puts it 
ro him,and tells him this is rot ro be done, and 
he is willing to let his conſcience ſpeake, he is 
ready to obey it , whenaman thus behaves 
himſc!fe in the conſtantconrſe of his life , this 
is tOwalke exattly. 

But then againe there is ſomewhat in this 
word exa#, the Greeke word 4485: comes of 
two words, that ſignifie to goe tothe extremi- 
ty of a thing : ſotonalke exaFtly is nothing clſe 
but ſo tokeepe the Commandements of God, 


| 


H 2 that 


valke holily is nothing elſe, but inal the pafſa. 


| "Ina word,by walking nothing elſe is meant \ | 
[Þurthe tra& and courſe of a mans life, ſothat to 
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Smile, 
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reciſeneſe 
:ommendedby 
_ Apoſtle, 
od mane 1 
by the world, 


Smile, 


ſhree things 
inexaRtneſsc, 
I 


\.ooke to the 
| vhuls rule, 


 |diſcommend ſo much, chough indeed it be the 


chata man goc's to the utmolt of them, to al} 
the rules that he preſcribes,nor onely rocontent 
tiimfelfe ro do the maine duties of then), bur 
you muſt looke tnevery particle of chem,to bee 
willing to go tothe utmott ofevery command; 

{o the ſcope of the Apoſtle ts,to commend un- 

to us here the thing that is fo diſgraced in the 
world,the which is a matterof much o5loquic, 

that ſam exa&neſle or preciſeneſſe, for ſo the 
word may as well-be tran{lated, and there is no 
word that fits the Greeke better than this. 

Conſider that you walke preciſely, or-exaF!z, or 
ttrifily in all things, 1 ay that is the Apo- 
(Hes ſcope, rocommend this to us, that men 


"Qnely excellency of a Chriſtian : for is not that 
the beſt glaſſe that ſhewes the ſmalleſt ſpors ? 
ind is not that che brighteſt light that ſhewes 
the leaſt moats > Anddoe you-not-reckon that 
the fineſt fleſh that is ſenſible of the leaſt price 
king? So the conſcience that is ſen{ible of 
the lealt ſfinor failing,is the perfe&tion of Chri- 
ſtianity which we are to ſirive to attaine, tt is 
thatwhich we are to recko1 the greateſt excel 

lency of all others, fo farre it /hould bee from 
diſgrace with us. To walk-exaAtlyis required 
of every onc;and this exaFnefſe is to go toths 


utmoſt - ; but a little more particularly to fe. 
(cribe it, to walke exaRly requires theſe thiee 
conditions : 


Fir{tlooke to rhe whole rale; he that lokes 
but 


—_— 


— 


——— 


ki " Exat Walking. © 107 


|.not forſweare himſelfe, bur let your yea, bee yea, 


. though thou keepe the maine, it thou Juſt in 
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A 
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but toa part ſhall never dqe a bulinefle exaR- , 
ly, but imperfectly and bunglingly, that is, you | 
muſt havereſpet toall the commandements,to 
_—_ precepts that runne thorow the booke of | 
God, 

| Secondly ,he muſt goe tothe utmoſt of eve- 
ry One, wee ſee our Saviour in Xar.s5.be ſets it 
downe, it is not cnough for a man not. to mure 
der, but he mult 0: be angry with bis brother un. 
aduzſedly, there is the extremity of the com. 
mand, be muſt not onely take care of the maine, ! 
but to keepe the leaſt : ſo hee ſaith, thata man 
ſhould not onely not ſiveare great oathes, or 


2 
Goto the ut: 
moſt of 
command, 


and your nay,nay, (aith our Saviour in the ſame 
Chapter, And ſofor that command, Thow ſhalt 
not commit Adultery,(I give you the inſtances in 
that Chapter, becauſe Chriſt gives themupen 
the ſame occaſion:ſaith hehe thac breakes the 
leaſt Commandement, hee that doth nor keepe 
every jot ofthe command, he ſhall nor comero | 
Heaven.) As for that command of Adulterie, 


thy heart, that 1s; if a manadmit lafeivious 
choughts,adulterous luftfull thoughts, thou 

hee keepe, the maine Commandement , the 
maine duty which is there commanded, . yethe | 
walkes not exaflhy: there is a neceſſity laid upon 
him, Hee that kzepts not every iot of the Command, | 
ſhall not enter into heaven : {o that you muſt have 


reſpect to thewholerule, and toevery parricu- 
| lar 
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quired z, £- 
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I 
'n regard of 


tac perſon, 
2,Pct.1ls 


| 


you ioyne with vertue faith, . with faith knawl:dge, 
ence, C&#c.thatis, as if hee ſhould ſay, a Chri» 


cular command. , | 
And.laſtly,yo.1 muſt Je irat all times, Pſal. 
106,verſ-ul1. Bleſſed i he that doth iuflice,and loves | 
righteauſneſſe at all times : otherwiſe a man can- 
n2t beexact. he that doth it by fits and flaſhes, 
chat walkes exactly one day, and is out againe 
another,this man is ſaid not to walke exafh,hce 
walkes with God by fits, as hee that lookes to | 
halfe the rule,be walkes but by halves ; if cither |, 
of theſe be,thar hee walkes but by halves or by 
firs,he is not. exact :. thus much ſhall be ſaid for 
the explication. Now this exaQtneſle is requ?. 
ced in three reſpects : : 
\ Firſtjin reſpe& of a mans perſon,that he bee 
cloathed with all the graces of the Spirit, that 
there be nonewanting:there mult be a generali 
ty in that,and therefore in 2 Per.r. wee ſee the 
graces are puttogether, Gzwe all diligenge that 


with knowledge temperance, with temperance patz-| 
ſian muſt not bee adorned , with ſome graces 
ofthe Spiric onely, but bemuſt have every one, 
he muſtbec exaRt,hemuſthave the whole clo- 
thing,thewhole Image. of Gad, for the Image 
of God is nothing elſe but the happy cluſter of 
theſe graces : now putthe caſe that any of theſe 
be wanting, then you ſhall ſeewhat a defeQ ir 
will cauſe: if a man have faith, if hee wantever- 


rue, that is, if his Faith ſhew not ut ſelfe in| , 
workes,if jthce not a working vertuall Faith, 
wharſ 


a 


Mr 
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#Harwill his faich profit him? Tfhebezoalous 


[2nd ready tothe worke, if therebe vertue in 


jmif he want knowledge to guide, and dire&t 
him, and turne him, he muſt needs erreexcee- 
dingly;and therefore hee muſt joyne to-rertue 
knowledge,if he have knowledge that he know 
whatto doe, if there doe nor come in the pras 
Rice of other graces, if hee be intewperate, it 
will lyeasa blor upon him, there will be ſome 
inconcinnity in his carriage, if hee have other 
 vertuesard want one ; ſuppoſe if hee beetem. 
perate, yet if hee bean impatient man,this be. 
comes notone of thoſe upon whom Gods name 


{ is called; it becomes a Chriſtian tohave his 


perſonadorned with every grace, becauſe God 
requires ſo much beautie inhim, in Can, 4.7, 
faith Chriſt co his Church, Thou ar: all faire my 
Lovegthere is no ſpot in thee z that is, thou arta- 
dorned with all the graces of the Spirit, there 
is not one wanting, for there is ſuch a generali. 
tie required, fich is the beautie of a man in 


| 
| 


Chiift, the whole frame of grace is in him : 
therefore Chriſt is ſaid to worke grace for grace- 
the meaniog is, for every grace in himſelfe, hee 
bath ſtamped another inus ; as the Seale gives 
print for print, in thewax,CharaQter for Cha- 
racer, and as the father tothe ſonnelimbe for 
limbe, and member for member: {o-Chriſt to 
his Saints, hee workes grace for grace,that is, 
as he himſelfe hath the whole frame of grace 


in his own beart,as the Imageof God is perfect 
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fn regardof 
che aftions, 


3 
{aregacd of © 


inhim : ſoallthat he changerh,al [that areborn 
of him, ngtob thewill. of the fleſh but of 'the 


| will of God,they have the ſame that he hath ; | 


not in degree, no childe hath his members 'in 
the fame degree as the Father hath, hee hath 
chem as a child, theotherhath them as a per. 
fe& man, ſocvety Chriſtian hath them inthe 
degreeof achilde,and yet he muſt be exa@ in 
all in reſpe& of his perſon. 


ly,this exaQaefle is required in regard |- 
of his ations, al theations that the holy man 


hath todoe areto beexaR, therefore it 1s a rulc 
of the Schooleemen, an ationcannot be good 
excopt all bee good init, exceptall the circum - 
{tances be good, if there be one wanting, the. 


{aRion isevill: this is required of neceſſity to 


walke exaftly : that is, take any ation wee doz, 
if eicherthe principle of itbee not good, that 
it comes-from carnall feare, or from. carnal! 
love and deſire,or elſe theend is not good , o: 


che Circumſtances are not Hood : to pray, 


and not to pray fervently : to (hew mercic, and 
not with cheerefulnefle , to keep2 the Sav. 
bath, and not with delight; and ſo you may 
runne thoroy what particulars you will, the 
wanting of any of theſe circumſtances makes it 


anevill ation; and therefore in regard of his 
' ations he muſt be exaR, | 


Thirdly, in regard of others it is neccfſary 
that he walke exafily, as in Tames 1, This zs pure 


| _ —:M religion and undefiled to keepe a mans ſelfe unſpot- 
| ted 
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'ih of the norld: now if a:man willube-anfpot. 
V redof the world, he muſt be exd&inall things, 
 ifhe faile but a little, the world will blothim 
and blaze his name all over, that 
beempry. of it; if thefe be any fpot in'hita.” Tr 
is true,the applauſe of the world. is no©to bee 
reedily looked for, but yer in'this cafeevery 
Chriſtian ſhould be like - 4bſalom, there ſhould 
be no blemiſh in him.from top to toe;he ſhould 
labour to. be foblamelefſe'in 41} his converſa- 
tion,odoeas Z acharyand Elitabtth, towalke 
in all the Commandements without reproofe, 
ſothat a Chriſtian-in regard of -hisperſon, in 
regard of hisaQions, inregard of-others, hee 
muſtwalbrexaBth, ot hn”, 
But now in this point that I have delivered 
there is fometvhat more than this, it is requt- 


red, Lſay;of every Chriſtlang- thathe wake ex, 


of.them : the queſtion is'now whether it' be of 
| - Chriſtian, that they cannot * keepe in - 


 rance of their owne good cſtate except they 
' doe it? whether it bee laid upon them of ſach| 
| neceſfityorno,rokeepe ſuch cxacnefle in their 
converſation ? ES. bY 
Tothis Ianfiver : this preceprt, as well as 
| any in the Booke of Gol, is tobee kept Evan» 
gelically, though wee cannot keepsit Legally ; 


[ 


| 
| 


————— 


tace ſhalf 


neceſſitieorno, that it bee {6 laid —"— 
g00d | 
; termes with God; that they ear have-noafft» 


py 


. 


Qneſt, 


alybefore God in all things, here comes in 4 | .-* 
queſtion or gþjectiongwhen I ſay it isrequired | 


- that]. 
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reaſons why | theſe reaſons ;-' _. 1 : 


C tuiſtians 


Niould walk cx- 


adly, 
Real .1. 


Ele there will | 
| bea bre: ch be- 
rwizt Ged and 


us, 


Simale. 


{ lings out of paſſion, a man may be tranſported 
| outof incogitancy,out of inadvertancy,becaulc 


that is,yemuſt endeavour tothe utmoſt of our 
power todoe itto firive with allour mightve 
muyft incend,and deſire, and purpoſe to doe it, 
and we _ have C—_— roour | 

rpoſes :this neceſſity lies ery man to 
Cen che 15,t0 Athoe bimſelfeinnothi og 
thatisaknowne finme, there may be many fai- 


many things paſſe from him that be is not able 
to confider of :bur let it come tothis caſe,to be 
aknowne ſin,if bcallow himſclfe in ic,this is a 
breach of the Evangelicall keeping of this 
Commandement, which requires that a man} 
ralke exaftly, and this lies upon every one of ne. * 
ceiſity,thathe doth not agmit of any knowne 
ſinne in his converſation, butin.that reſpeRrto; 
welke exafly, ang that will bee manifcited by 


_ Firſt, iſthere be but one thing in your con- 
verfation (pirchwhere you will) be it greater 
or ſmaller, if itcome to be a knowne ſinne, if 
itbe revealed; that you know ſuch a thing is a 
euty,or ſuch a thing is a ſinne ;; now if a-man 
wajke notexaQly. in that, hee makes a breach, 
betweene God and him : as itis with two 
friends, if there come but a ſmall matter 
wherein they differ , that falling betweene! 
them, if neither of them yecld, itmakes an ut. 
ter breach and ſeparation betweene them , fo 


| kt it bee a matter of kefle moment, take the 
” 
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leaſt.finne,or che negleQ of 'the leaſt dury,, yer 
| when I know this thing God requires: at my 
| bands, it is a thing that God wilt have done ; 
when a man now lyes in the contrary and will 
| not do it,certainely GoJ will not yeeld, and if 
he do nor, ir makes a breach betreene ther, it 
makes a ſeparation betiveens God and him. As! 
it is with a Prin&e,if he command a man to doe 
any thing when he proclaimes it, when there is 
authority put upon. it, when it 15 made knowne 
to him in particular, the ſtanding out makes 
hima Rebell: ſo ir is in this, the tandinganut 
with Go4inany part of our converfation,tfwee 
benort exaCt in all, it putsus into a ſtare of (e- 
paraticn from God, | 
Secondly,excepta man walke thus exactly 

with God in all chings, it is evideat that what | 
he doth, he doth itforhimſelfe, and not forthe | 
Lord:and if he de fo, ir is net accepted of God: 
"ay, what he doth, 4c is forhimfelfe and-not 
for the Lord;tortfhe performe that obedience 
which he doth for the Lord, and for his Come 
mandement to pleaſe him, what is the reaſon' 
that he goes not rothe armoſt > VVhy doth he 
ſer limits to himſelfezfor GoJ requires that we 
ſhould doe þzs mill on earth, as it zs done in hea- 
wen 5 
to the utmoſt of every cammand : nov. when 
we limit our ſelves in holineſſe when wee come 
to ſuch thoughts as theſe, well, I will have as 


his commandement is,that we ſhould go | 


much as will bring me to Heaven, 1will labour 
| for 


Simile, 
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Elſe what a | 


0124 doth,is 


Lord, .. 


for lumſelfe, 
and nor for che. 
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Reaſ.3. 
Elſc ir argues 


2 man 1s not 


in Chuiſt, 


for foruchexacinelle of converſation, as:wil! 
; keepe me in-the ſkate of grace, as muchas: will 


onely looke at his owne ſalvation and no more, 
' which is a tbing;I confefſe, that may. be looked 
at, but to locke at nothing eMfe,- is felfe-love : 
whena man lookes at nothing but his owne fal- 
vation,and how he may eſcape hell, that man 
cannot be right : now when a man ſets himſelf 
liowites,and circumſcribes himſelfe, and ſayth 
with: himſelfe, 1 willgothus farre and no fur. 


the utmoſt, tothe higheſt peg, it is a figne his 
heart 15 not upright, therefore there is a neceſſ- 

ty laidupon every man,that he'walk exathywith 

God 1nall things, 

Thirdly, take any particular in amans con- 
verſation whereinhe favoureth himſelfe, if hee 
beovercome of that, he is notin Chrift ; who- 
ſoever is in Chriſt overcommeth the world and 
the fleſh;faith the Apoſtle, Gal. 5, Whoſpever is 


overcomes the Divell, as wee-know: the ſtron- 
ger man caſts out the: ſtrong man , now when 


the temptations of the world, or the. Divell, 
ſhall come and ſet upon a man; Iifhee yeeld ro 
this,he is overcome of it, whereas none of thoſe 


that are in Chriſt are overcome of the world, 


ther, when hee doth not endeavour to come to 


in Cbrift, cracifiech the fleſh andthe affefions, and | 


' prefotve ma from bell: ay, the ground of all] 
/ {txoh converſation is: nothing out-of a mans 
- | ſelfe it is bur xegard to himſelfe, hee doth bur} 


| 


ny one particular of theſe luſts of the fleſh,or | 


or 
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or of the fleſh,or of the Divell;thar 1s, it there 
be any particular fin (for they are bur fouldrers. 
that fight under thoſe Generals and Caprains) 
if amanonce yeeldroit, it a man give over 
triving againſt ir, aman is ſaid properly tobe 


Smile, 


Overcome; whereas if a man continue warring! 


with fin,it is another caſe; dur when he gives 0-| cou, wha, þ 
verreſilting as the Apoſt'e ſaich, Hs ſervants, 


304 are, who you obey: if a man come to obey, 
any ſinne, wharſoever he is in the whole'courſe 
of his converſation, it interrupts this ex1res; 
when he yeelds,he is overcome : As, we ſay,wa 
tcr and fire,as long as they contend one with a» 
nother, ncither is overcome : butwhen they| 
yeeld one toanother, whenthe fire is turned all 
robe water, then it is overcome : {3 in this caſe, 
when there is a conteſtation between uz and fin, 
ifwe yeeld to it, then f11me overcomes us, and 
hee that is overcome of finne, cannot bee m 
Chriſt, 

Fourthly,if there beany particular ſirne ina 
mans converſation where!n hee doth aliow 
himſelfe, ir hinders the uſe of all meanes and 
the profit of them, rhat ncichcr a man 1s able 
topray,or able rohcare, or able rodoany dury 
as he ought: Sorhatasa medicine is a»lyed, 
invaine ſo long-as the Arrow head 1s in the, 
wound, that muſt be removed firſt before it can 
worke any cure , ſo'ct there bee but one finne, | 
one failing in this exaoeſſe of converſation, 


and all the meanes of grace arc in vaine : there- 


forc | 
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ſte 


chis exactnes 


ya bbath, 


in Prayer, 


; 
lnrecroations, | 


Ji 


' 
n 


['o labour for 


In keeping the 


in recciving 
1 beSacrament, 
In: our parti- 


alas calling, 


| not touſe thoſe that be unlawfull, and thoſe 
| thatbe lawfull, not to uſe them exceſſively ; 


tore there is a neceſlity lies upon every man, if 
he will bea Chriſtian, if heewill reckon him- 
ſclfe of the number of thoſe thar are the chil- 
dren of light, that he walke exa#ly. But not to 
ſtand to preſle this further,to make ſome briefe | 
uſe of it, for I deſire to come to the other part 
Not as fooles, but as miſe, 
The Vie weare tomake of this, is to ſet our | 
ſelves about the worke,to doe the thing, to la- 
bour to walke exaAly, and heic itts good to 
bring our ſelves to particu/ars, Come tou the 
keeping of the Sabbath, I would bur aske this 
queſtion, Whether the day be norholy > V\ he 
ther it diffcr not from other daics that arc com | 
mon dayes ? and if it be rot holy, why doe you 
doe any thing at al!? and if it be holy, ts nota 
holy day tobe kept holy > Why doe you nor 
keepe it exattly to God > And for Prayer, 
n hen you come to call upon the Name of Gad. 
it i5 not the ſlight performance of the duty that 
God lookes for, it is another thing, hee takes 
your prayers by weight, and not by number ; 
therefore looke you doe it exaRly ; fo in re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, and a[l duties, I leave it 
to your ſelves to conſider particulars : and fo 
for the duties of your Calling, to be diligent in 
them, to ſerve God and men in them with the 
fatneſſe and ſiveetneſſe of them : and fo for 
ſports and recreations,to be exa@t in them, and 


but 
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| but couſe them with limitations, and to pur 
right ends uponthem : and fo in all bufinefie 
and converſing with men, inall the turnings 
| and paſſages of a mans lite,looke that you walk 


wiſe that 15a fignethe heart is not changed : 
a man 1s not right borne till hee come to walk? 
| exaftly with God, till he be willing te performe 
every ducy, and willing to ſhunne every (1nne 
that he knowes,cvery thing that hath a tinRure 
of ſinne,if the heart be right cher will bee an 
antipathy betweere us and whatſoever is cal- 
led finne, otherwiſe what is the power of Re- 
ligion, if wee onely doe duties that are facile 
and cafic, towhich we have no contrarie diſpo. 
ftion,it were an cafie thing then to be religious; 
bur herein is the pawer of Religion, to ſub- 
dueevery affcion, to ſubieR ir, where there 
isa ſtrong ſtreame of a coptrary diſpoſition to 
rurne the conrſc of nature, to obey God when 
a man finds the greateſt difhcu!ties,in the time 
of Temptation and triall ro doe it, th-is is that 
which is neceſſarie for us, otherwiſe thetruth 
is, wee ſerve the ficſh and not God, faith 
[ames,ſam.2, The ſame that God ſaid thou ſhalt 
not murder, ſaid alſo thou ſhalt not commit A 
dultery: Sol fay tevery man that failes inany 
| particular, and allowes himſclfe rolve in any 
articular ſinne that hewill have his liberty in, 
| ay, hath not God ſaid , thou ſhaſr not doe 
this as well as that, and i*thou docſt one duty 


od - Wh 


exaly,that youroDedience be generall,other-| 


fo 


The power of 
Religion,whai 


tlames 2, | 
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xz ns$ Exatt Walking. | 
to God out of love and reſpect to him, or p | 
thou diſt abſtaine from any ſinne becauſe he 
torbids thee, coth not hee forbid thee that as 
wellas this ? and hee hath commanded thee 
this duty as well as the other : why doeſt thou 
not peiforme all then > A little !eake will ſinke 
and drownea Shipas wel as a great breach;one 
diſeaſe will take away the life as well as many ; 
ſoone ſinne, one failing in this exaRneſle of 
convertation is enough to deſtroy us, 1t-15 e- 
- rough to put us cur of a right condition in 
Gods ſight , therefore learne to walke exatth, 
beware of by-waycs, which though it may bc 
hidden from the eyes of men, yet God knowes ] 
it that ſees in ſecret : for that is a common 
courſe ; Mendoas wandring ſtarres which arc 
carried about with thereſt of the heavens, and 
yet they creepe backe by a contrary way,which 
is their owne proper motion * fo it is the cu. 
| tome of men todoe asothers doe, for the our 
ſide,to come to Church,to abſtain from groſſe 
ſinnes, to live civilly, ro deale iuſtly with men } 
in their common courſe, but they have a pro- 
| per courſe of rheir owne. Labour to be-exaQ,| 
! take heed, know that Gnd obſerves you, and 
know this, that thathath beene the practice of 
| the Saints, it is nota thing impoſſible to be * 
© nmr done,wee muſt not fer upon 1t as upon a thing, 
(exact WalkiPg Irharnonecan reachto : Looke on Moſes, ſee 
| his manner of walking, when God commanded 
ſhim to goewithall that hee had outof Fg, | 
hee 
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he would not leave fomuch as a loofe behinde 
| him, heewould doe it exactly : looke On Paul | 
| be kror nothing by bimſelfe, that is, hee kept a 
-leare conſcience in all things , though hee 
were not thereby juſtified : Looke on Samuel 
| and his walking,he calls the people to him, and 
{faith tothem, har have 1 done amiſſe? Whom | 
have I wronged? Whoſe Oxe or whoſe CAſithaue >, ->) 
[ taken e by 
Againe, ſee thoſe that faile in this, and wee Inſtances of 


ſhall ſce that it is nota ſleight matter: Savlwal- | thoſethar 
ked with God,but becauſe he did not walke ex- a8hy 
 aAly, becauſe hee offered ſacrifice before hee | © 
thould, you would thinke it a ſmall marter,but 
becauſe hee did not deſtroy, but ſpared Agag, 
God reieRed him. So Nadab and Abihu,when 
they offered ſacrifice, you would thinke it tobe 
no great matter, a circumſtance, and will nor 
common fire ſerve the rurne > but they were | 
conſumed for not walkengexa#ly:looke upon the 
Prophet that did not keephim cloſe to the word 
Of God,as he returacd backe he was flaine of a 
Lion : look upon Balaam,he walked with a faire | 
aut-ſfide,yet becauſe we was notexa&,(for God 
| ſaw thefalſeneſſeof his heart) God ſaw the ſe. 
cret by-ends that he had in it,and for this cauſe 
God reicted him,therefore take hced that you | . - 
walke exaitly. 

Not as faoles,but as wiſe, | 

It isurwiſedome to doe ſo, (to ſpeake a | {tis wiſdome 

word or two of that) to docthatwhich _ —— "5 
k ath 


—_— ——_—— 
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——— 


walked not ex- 


| 
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hath appointed a man todo, to doe that which 
the rule ofwiſedone harh appointed that muſt 


V5emile, 


I 
[ſodieRall 
long to an 


univerſall end 


| 


| 


| bee but a 


needs be thewiſeſt way : now itisthe rule of 
viſedons that com nands us to rake exattly : 
an4as he 15 the beſt writer that comes neareſt 
{iis copy,and he the beſt Carpenter rhat comes 
neareſt his Rule appointed hin: ſo he is the 
wiſeſt-man that comes neareſt the Rule of wile- 
dome which is the book of Godyvhich exhorts 
us toWalke exattly, 
Againe,to be guided by God, who is the wi. 
ſeſt, is it not the wiſeſt way > It is Gods ap-- 
pointment that we ſhould walk exaFy;examine 
the properties- of wiſedome,-and wee ſhall ſee 
what cauſe there is toreckon it tobe wiſedome 
tOwalke exafily, 
Firſt, the mainpcoperty ofwiſedome is,yhen 
a man lookes tothe generall univerſall end of. 
his life,and frames al things according to that, 
for therein properly wiſedome or prudence con-. 
fiſts; when a man lookes aright to the utmoſt 
and generall end of his life, fora man either ro 
looke tonoend,or tobeeas thoſe that ronle up- 
and downe at randome, men that have no par- 
ticular ſcope towhichthey dire all theiraCQi- 
ons,this is groſſe folly, 
But beſides this,ifa man have noend,or if it 
articularend, he is not ſaid tobe a 
wiſeman hes may be ſaid robe awiſe Pilot,or 


a wiſe Stateſ-man, ora wiſe Merchant, or a 
wiſe Warrtour that ſers ſuch- particular ends f 
and 
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| 


] 
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and ſo we may goe-thorow all, but he can 
ver be ſaid to bea wiſe man,except -hee looke 
arizht to the generall fcope, and the generall 


| end of his life ; now he that walkes with God 


perte&ly,heonely is a wiſe man, becauſe hee 
onely lookes at the generall frame and courſe 
of his life aright. The cauſe of all our errours 
{as one ſaith) is becauſe wee looke onely up- 
on part of our life, we = not _ whole 
we have not our eye u e genera an 
ayme of our life Ind hen wonetin 
denrly,heonely is a wiſeman(I ſay)that frames 
thewhole courſe of his life aright, and there. 
fore wiledome hath that excellency above all 
other things, becauſe ir 'lookes to the end : 
as theend is beſt;ſo any errour about the end is 
worſt (ſaith a Divine)astheend is beſt, ſofol- | 
ly,and-imprudence, .and errour concerning the | 
end is the greateſterrour ; therefore the Scrip. | 
turecalls this wiſedome godlinefle, and this 
folly wickedneſſe,the beſt and worſt names thac | 
canbe ; Therefore if this be Wiſedome for a 
man to frame the whole courſe of his life a- 
right, tonlooke to the generall end, tobe'ſure 
that his ſcope be good, then hee is the wiſeſt 
man that walk-s exafily with God, whatſcever 
hee be in other things, this makes him a wiſe 
man. 
Secondly, this is a property of wifedom for 


—_— 
—— 
. .. _ 


| ore 


The cauſe of 
errors, 


Errorabour the 
end the grea» 
teſt, 


2 
To put & man 
upo') practice 
Difference be 


a man not onely to know, but to put in executi- 
on, that is the difference betweene prudence 
| 2 and 


tweene p!t's 
dence and v- 
ther arts. 


—— 


| 
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How men are 
:obecſecmed 


3 
[olooke to 


every part of 
his bulineſe. 


———— — 


and ocherarts ; in other arts, hee that knowes 


of prudcnceghee that knowes what to doe, and 
aratiſerhnor, is of all other the moſt fooliſh, 
ind therefore action is achicte property of wil. 
dome : there ts this requiſire to prudence to in- 
vent theworke aright,and topur it in executi- 


be judged according to their knowledge,or ac 
cording to their habits, but according to the 
at,according to their execution and practice. 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, Kow.z. God ſhall zu4ze men 
according to their norkes. 
Againe, another property of wiſedome is, 
when a man not _ lookes uponone part of 
his buſineſle, bur hee lookes round a5our it, 
hee lookes in all che nookes and corners of 1t, 


j 


itis the ground of Errour, when a man lookes | 
upon one part that drawes himon tothe worke, | 


but he lokes not round about, to ſee the dif- 
commodities, to looke toall :ifrhis be VViſe- 
dome,then to walke with God perfectly is the 
greateſt Wiledome z take any other man thar 
doth itnor, that ſteps aſiJeourof the wayes of 


God,that walkes notexa#ly with him, that goes 
outand ſeeks ſome profit for himſeife,or fone 
credit,that ſteps our for ſme finn-Full laſt. £5 
ſartisfie ſome plcaſure which h- thinkes will bee 


what is beſt, is the belt Arriſt, bur in marter | 


on : therefore he that walkes exa#/y, he that nor | 
onely knowes what to doe, but in goodearneſt | 
doth ir, heeisthe wiſeſt raan, Menare nor to | 


__  — — —— 


great advantage t6 him, tohave the which o | 
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(chers wan whatistheteaſawot this >. — | 
'hee isnot wits,helookosbumiporiark part ; 1t 
' he did fookeronad aboar; if tie cd pit the: ans 
recederit and'the' conſequent together, if hee 
would 'ſamme upall his life-rogether;he wauld | 
ſee that rhat weze nor the beftrway;hewould ſee: 
chat chat would bringhimmuch: miſery,; and 
{ char the abſtaining from that fin would bring 
him much happineſle : thus be would rhinke it 
all were put rogerher,.bat-wheri bee lookes- on 
one part,and not on all;hence it is that men ma/k 
not exaftly, a | | Te | 
Againe, it ts another pro of wiſedome, « 
for a man not/to. jookewn came, bur to Toblecn 
ooke on the in-{ideofrhings;-fooles looke ON | things, 
:heout-ſide, but wiſe men feerhe in:{ide, they-|\Sonzle, 
ſce the ſap in the tree : when a man lookes:00ly | 
onthe ouraſ{ide,. hee is ſtbie&tobe rakenwith | 
the ſaare, when hee ſcestheCorne ſpread, and þ | 
ſces not the net ; bimawiſeman ſees the hooke | | 
inthe bair : the moſt precious things inthe 
world, their carriage'is baſe, their out- lide, 
is baſe, the worſt things are gilded, and men 
for the moſt part,forwant of wiſedome,take the | 


> 


rhings that are gawdy on the out: ſide,and leave | 
{rhe other. As the Apoſtle ſaith, are as men of | 
orrom,thourh indeedne rewyce : as rien having n0- | 
thingthoughwe poſſeſſe all things: his meanirg 1s, 
cheour-ſide is meanc, theour-(ide is baſe , Is 
it not pradence rhrough the go'd to ſee the 
baſe mettals,toſee the thing rhar 1s bad indced, | 

| I 2 tO 
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|  inthemfelves 


Bits 
cofephs bite mertall; within-2/ apd.on- the ©: 


resef ſtame, 
thavehbad 


in Pharavhs-Coort pbere the out-lide was good, | 


this was his wiſdome to ſee thorow both rheſe: 


are. excellent and pre» 
cious. I .bave come to ſome 

.- +-* +,."exhOrataan, burithe * - 

0077; 5, © Ronde tspaklk ; ::.. 


, - - 
Li * 
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fitſe:gloſkes-of Sitapthadlice puts upon ſinne, 
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And Samuel faid wito the peaple, Fears 
10t ; (ye have done all this wickedneſſe, yes 


tarne not- afide from following, the Lord, Þut. 
ſerve the Lord with all your heart.” * © 
And turneyee ngt abde for then Poult 'e 
200 after yaine; things,,which can; p vi, 
nar delrver, for they are vaine. ) 


For the Lord will not forſake his people, for or | 


his great Names ſake becauſe it hath hs 
the Lord to make you ' his people. -.. 


*H E occaſion of theſe words was | 


<A this ; .in the | farmer; part. of the e 
Chapter, Samuel ſerterh forth the 


oreatneſſe of the ſinne of the peo. 
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ole, in deſiring ofa _— he te}Is rhem that 


therein 


- _ —_— — — —_— - —"""——_  _ 


li. 


twp 


- ”————————_— ———_— CO 


& __ 


' 


-. 
_ | 
——  _— — x — 


Samuels Support. 


cheir King 


[” exhort the pop 


itherein they had caſt away the Lord who Was ; 
: And upon this a miracle was| 


[#15 Urdity dS faad bi difplea. 
ſure fron Heaven, which (o amazed the pco. 


{ple,z5attheei hteenth verſe it is faid,Th+y fea. | 
[4d 74x&eMHHÞ , Mn8. difted; Samnel. that bee 
would pray for them : apd gow in theſe words ye 
have Szmuels anfiver, *and his {cope therein is 
rior ro feare , for they 
thought that ſo greata ſinneconld not bee for, | 
] given cafily, nor they fb eaſily rcecived to mer. 
Cy againe : ore laboursto take aivay 
the diſcouragement, and tells them that if they 
would cone; frarener, for God will receive 
b; MIR ASI bo 1 bY 
- Buttb&ymight obieR, but we have commit. 
teda great fanne ...... .. 
on (: is ous fauch he, Iwill not goe aboutto cx- 
renuate At. 'yerYotwichſtari ing know this 
for your tOrfores} thit God will continue the |. 
| ſamerhat he bath beene,and therefore feare xot: | 
and that be further ſertech forgh from an. cfet 
which 6@gimonly this feare hath , which will 
caufe us to depart from phe Lord: forhar now | 
hee labours 5 take away their feare by two 
things : firſt by raking away their diſcourage- 
ment, the cauſe of their feare : ſecondly, by | 
htwing themthe bad effe& it will bring forth, 
to cauſe them to depart from- the Lord, the 
contrary towhich hee exhorts them unto, and 
confirmes his exhortations. by theſe reaſons : 
= Firf! 
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| Firſt,ſairh he, Twrne nor aſide from following the 
Lord , inwhich there is areaſon couched , as 
if he ſhould have ſaid,now youhave commuted 
one errour,will you commita fecond ? when a 
man is out of his way, will he goe on ? No, but q . 
will returne rather, and will you curne aſide | | 
| from following the Lord too? Secondly, whi- 
| ther (ball ir. be that you would goc?rothe crea | 
tures,they can dozyouno good, Here are two 
things that you alldefirc; firſt,deliverance from 
eviilwhen youarcin a ſtate of miſery: Second. 
ly, ſuch things as may advance youin a good e. 
ſtate. Now the creatures can do neither or you, 
forthey are vaine: itis vanity, an empty thing, 
and will you leavethe Lord who hath power to 
| doc-all rhis for you, and what elſe you can de- 
fire ? 
But they might ſay, but we hare diſpleaſed] ,,.,. 
{| the Lord,fothat hewill not looke on'us as hee | © 
was wont. : | 
| Heanſiercthandtels them that God is the | Anſw, 
arex ey will noteaſily ſorſake his people, for 
which he'givestworeaſons : firſt, becauſe hee 
|-had choſen them to be his people hee had free. 
ly made them his people at the firſt, and hee is 
alwaics the ſame,and therefore hewill continue 
to keepe you. Ohio 
But they might;fay,we have made ourſelves | © x 
unworthy of being his people, weedeſerve to 
bave a bill of divorcement givenns. 


| Bur yet ſecondly, becauſe they were his peO- | 4, | 
2] ole. De 
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| Saumnell his ſpeech, for you may know the dil-| 
cale by the medicine, rheir hearrs were ſhaken 


/ 


| horts them that they ſhould not feare , this 


| ſaid tobe inordinare, either when wee doe not- 
| love,or feare,or grieve for that wee ſhould (for 


people, called by his Name, therefore for Hi 
Name ſake. hee would noricaſt rhertvaway, j 
nomd be againſthis honowrand gloiy, fo thele 
are the ſummeofrhewords, mw 

From theſe words feare nor, the DoQtrine is, 


/Fbat, 


| 


| 


Our natures are apt to be inordinate 1n our affefti- 


85:21 our frares,as they here, ſorn our loves and 
. griefes, 


* Now thatitwas fowith them,it appeares by 


and diſadvantaged exccedingly, and well-aigh 
drawne-from the. Liord,, and therefore hee. ex- | 


ſhewes thatwee are apt to feare inordinately, 
they had Prophets no doubt among them that | 
had told them of this ſinne all the time they} 
wereabout it, and then they feared not: but | 
now the thunder came, they beganne to feare 

extremely, ſo that Samuel had much adoe to 
compoſe them againe. Now our affeQionsare 


therein our inordinacy conſiſts in the defe& ;) 


| 
| 


or ſecondly, whenas they areſet roomuchup-, 
on any thing, that is, when wee over-love or 0- 
ier-grieve,which is either by pitching them tip- 
on wrong objeRts , or exceeding _ 

ure, 


m— 
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and therein, lies all cheerraur thar'1s in our | | | 
Riqns :.naw letus ſeg our owne diſpoſition | 
by the diſpoſitionof this people : whenwe are 
welland in health, wee feare nor any (innegbut || 
| SH5NE Prophets phralc is,, &»ſh-inzo ſhunt, 84 tbe: 
orſe ruſheth intothebaitell, A. hotfe 1s not able. 
todiſcerne that they are enemies, and {o ruſhes | 
onto his ownedeſtruction : ſo Salomas ſaith, 
A. foole goes on and ir puniſhed,and, a foole ragerh © 
and is careleſſe : thats, be is violent in his afte- 
tions to finne, and yet fearcleſſe withall :and } - 
this = may ſee alſo inthe people of Lyſtra, at 
the firſt they thought Paul and Barnabas to be | 
gods,and knew not how to doc too mugh for 
them, but anon they would have killed them ; |: 
and ſo we ſee by experience, that thoſe whom 
mcn had magnified and eſteemed moſt, they 
| have at laſt moſt deſpighted and contemned : þ * 
{ and ſobefare ſickneſſe yecannor humble men, 
"in ficknefſe we cannot comfort them, all which 
' proves the Doarine. 
| Nov forthereaſons of it; firſt, the generall 
cauſe, is thefall, which hath put all our of or- 
der, © that the ſoule is like an tnſtrument quite 
outof tune, every ſtroke that is ſtrucke 15 a- 
miſſe, there is no harmony atallin it : ſecond- | 
ly, the more immediate cauſes are, firſt, inju- 
dicioutnefſe, men are not able toi aright, | 
{ and then they are bold when they ſhould bee 
| fearefall, and fearefull-when they ſhonld bee | : 
{bold,as onethat wanteth. skill and indgement | 


| is 
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is fearefull in-that bulineſſe, which a wife ma 
that knowes it will not feate ;' fecbndly, affer} 
&ions want the bridle of grace, which ſhould 
keepe them in, and moderate rhem; they are of 
themſelves ' unruly -horſes that drawthe ſonle 
out of the way, uutcfle there bens Aura, an 
hand kept uponthem by grace, and this betog 
wanting , ir becomes further imardinate, be. 
uſe Satan joynes-with thite affeRions verie 
, forthat is bis advantage, toaddewinde 
tide, and hence ariſcth his remptations, 
nas he ſcesan afteion ſtirring, hee takes 
the advantage,intends ir,and makes them more 
violent, + | | 
The Vſe is, totoke notice of this inordinacy 
of our affeCtions that weare fubje& unto, wee 
have an in-matewichinus that wil have an hand 
in every buſineſſe,and what it doth, ir ſtill doth | 
amifle ; whatſoever therefore ycu are adoing, 
fill ſearch what affe&ions you have, and you | 
ſhall finde that all that comes from your fleſh 
is amiſſe,and be iealous over fins, and this yee 
(hould rather dobecauſe they blindethe judge 
mcnt,w hen affeRions are ſtrong, then take heed 
of them, 
But youwill aske me, how ſhall I know mine | 
affeAtions are inordinate ? 
I anfwer, then when they are hinderances: 
for you ſhall know this, that all affeions arr: 


I 
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\planred by God for a ſpeciall end , uſe, and 
piofit to man, and-not to bee hinderances ir: | 
them. ; 
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themſelves, ſoas wee could want none of them, 
we could not want griefe for things paſt, nor 
could we be freed from feare of evils to come, 
' forotherwiſe wee could not take heed nor la. 
| bour toprevent them when they are comming 
! Upon us,we could not be freed from anger, for 
it tires up to remove impediments that lyc in 
, our way. Nov you know the inordinacy of an | 
affetion,as you may know a Diſcaſe tn Phy. 
 licke ; the generall rule of Phyſicians is, when | 
there is Atio leſa,as when you view al! the fun 
'Aians of Nature, and you ſce natura'l umpee 
diment in ſome naturall function, why then we | 
iudge there i3 a diſcaie; ſoit is true in the ſoule, 
when your griefc 1s ſuch as nu—_—_— prayer, 
and hearing, hinders you in your duty to God 
and man, then iris inordinate : and ir was the 
caſe of che 7ſraelites inordinacy ,, who could 
'nothearken to Moſes for the griefe of their 
hearts : ſo for Anger, if it bee ſuch as cau- 
ſeth you to remove ſuch impediments as lye in 
the way of gocd deſires, rhen it is: good $ but | 
when-it cauſeth ſuch-adiſternper, that' you are j 
ready to'flye in the faces of your brethren, and | 
ſo as you are more unfit for what is good, then | 
it is inordinate: andſolikewiſe your fearegywhen 
It expeQorateth your ſouls, ſoas they are made 
11ab'e toprevent theevils that you-feare, and 
{odiſcourageth you, that you flye from God, 
ſo as to hide your ſelves from him as Adam 


did, ard as they here would have done, " 
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ſoit your delights and mirchs make you- more 
indipoſed and unfit ro Prayer, or for good 
conference,8&c, ſo it comes in asa dampe to 
a your mirth, and when as that which ſhould 
/ . | Oyle the wheeles, and make youcheerefull in 
/ | good duties, cloggeth you, then they are inore 
( dinate, | 

12%. 2. But youwillaske me,how we ſhall reſiſt rhe 
/ inordinacy of them ? 

Anſw. A. Twowayes : firſt, if thy inordinacy be 
inthe defe&, in not fearing when wee ſhould 
teare,ot not loving when wee ſhould love : wee! 
muſt beecarefull rhen for to ſtirre irup,for we 
may {inne in thewant of affeQion, as much as | 
in the miſ-placing ofthem, as thispeopleherc | 
{mned as much in not fearing before, as in fea- 
ring now ,; and in their feare now they feared 
the Judgement and notthe ſinne: for had their 
feare beene itchedupon that , Samuel would! 
not have laboured ro have taken them off. Se | 
condly , they feared that God would not b: e 
reconciled tothem any more,ſothat their fea: 
was.miſplaced,and thercin they ſinned, where- 
as Chriſt ſaith, Revel.2,1o. Feare nor the things 
| yee ſhall ſuffer; but the ſinnes which brings 
thoſe croſſes, 


2. Bur you will ſay, when as our feares 
Queſt, and affetions are thus miſplaced , when our 
hearts are poſſeſſed of them, how ſhall we then 
| reſift and empty our hearts of them ? 
Anſw. | +. Firſt, have your judgements ſet nght, 
or 


at 
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for the 02liquirie in the affeRion comes from? 
the tuJgem-ar,as thoſe things wee apprehead. 
{ to beevill;chem we feare too mach, and there- 
fore labour ro have itenligatened, | 
' 9, If you aske me,how we ſhalldo that > Loh. 
A, Bring it to the Word, and fee what that 
ſayes,for the Word is asa glaſſe which repre. 
| ſents things as they are : I cannot ſtand togive 
| inſtances outof the Word hoy todire& every | 
affetion: as now take Poverty, which theu 
feareſt ſo much, the Word makes it nothing, 
Rev-2. 9.1 know thy poverty,but thou art rich : as 
if hee had ſaid, it is a matter of nathing :. ſo 
likewiſe for your feare of men, Feare not him that 
can kill the body,hus feare him that can caſt both b9« 
dy and ſoule into hellfire:firſt,the Scriptures make 
nothing fearefull bur Gods wrath and finne, 
and therfore now ſtick tothe VVord, and what- 
ſoever rhy phantaſfie is,yet ſay, ſure T am, thus 
God ſaid,and therefore I am ſure itis(o , and 
this will re&ifie the tudgement ſay it is but 
my fancy, howſoeverit may begreater orleſler, 

yet the thing is the ſame as:the Word fayd-it: 
As the ſhadow may be greater or leſſer, yer | 
the body the ſame ; ſo rake any thing elſe, as 
the loſſe of credir, or the like, wee thinkethefe | 
ſomething and feare them, but the fault is in | 
our phantaſie ; mend therefore well by fit- 
| ting their hearts to what the Word faith, to 
ſtay themſelves, Secondly, againe if this will 


not prevaile, then let us pray our ſelves ſober : 
for 
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| chixdly, adce to this Communicn of Saints, 


| wee are apt not to thinke fo, and when we have 
| ſinned againſt the light of conſcience,relapſec | 


for inordinate aftetions make as mach diffe. 
rence betweene aman and himſelie our of it, as 
is betweenea drunkenarnd a ſober man. Now 


ch thee into'Gods preſence, Andas the Sunne 
calts downe the miſts and diſpells them, fo 
Prayer doth an inordinate affeftion. Againc 


and that is a good meanes: for wee are in ſuch 
fits,as men in a feaver whoſe mouthes being out 
of raſte,we ſhould ſuffer our ſelves robe ruled by 
the judgement and taſte of others- Fourrhly,at- 
rerall this,beſeech God to convince thy iudge- 
ment, to perſwadethy underſtanding fully, for | 
that none can fully doe but he. 
The ſecond Do&rine is, That 


The greatneſſe of our ſin is no impediment to for- 


greeneſſe. 


oreat ſmne,] will not goe about rodiminiſh it, 
but th- Lord will forgive you notwithſtan 
ding. Iwilldeliver it in theſe termes, becaulc-” 


often, wee are afraid to come into Gods pree 


 forenow if any man hath commitrred any great 
finne, let him apply it to himſelfe, It is true, I 


ſence, as wee ſce it by experience : and there.. 


Prayer compolerh the heart much, for it bring- | 


| 


It is true,ſaith Samuel, yee have done this| 


havedone ſuch a great wickedneſſe, why, yet 


ic. <———_— 
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Now the reaſon of this is ; 

Firſt, becauſe the pardon of the Goſpell, 
which wee preach, makes no exception of any 
finne : Chriſt came to ſave ſinners,to take away 
the ſinnes of the world, this is ſpoken indefi- 
nitely. Secondly, not of any perſon,preach 
{ the Goſpell roevery Creature, there is not any 
exception of any rebell or rebellion. Thirdly, 
beſides the price thatwas paid anſwers for thc 
{ greateſt (innes aswell as the leaſt , he 15 readic 


aswell as ten groats : and therefore if thou haſt 
Chriſt for thy ranſome, it is no matter whart 
thy ſinnes have beene, great or ſmall, for the 
ſame price may as well ſtand forthe one as for 
the other. Againe fourthly, the God which we 
bave todeale with, is a mighry God, even in 
this, even in pardoning, Mzcah 7..18. ho is, 
like unto our God that pardoneth 1niquitie, and 
raſseth by the tranſgreſſ1on of his beritage? hewil] 
ſubdue rhem and caſt them all into the depth 
of the Sea z that is, herein the infiniteneſſe of | 
God appeares in forgiving tranſgreſſions, hee 
ſhewerh his might in it, and being merciful] 
25 God,and not as man, and therefore hee us 
ſeth that Metaphor of caſting their ſinnes 1ato 
the deprh of the Sea, that as the Sea drowneth 


de ofgood comfort, bumble your ſelfe, Coniu-| 
{ nxt 10 follow the Lord, you ſhall finde God the 
| ſame to you that here hee was to this people, | . 


to forgivea thouſand pound upon fatisfaQtion, | 


mountraines as well as molc.hils, if they bee 
K ca\t 
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] was the. cauſe of murthering the whole world, 


death,but alſoof the ſecond , beſides othcr ag- 


[if he had done nothing againſt thee > ro name 


caſtinroir; ſo his Arrributes are infinite, and 
ſo arehis metrcies-: and cherefore hee takes de.| . 
iighr to forgive great ſinnes, becauſe we know 
him tobe God and not man thereby, becauſe 
he forgives. more than a man is able or willing 
co forgive. But becauſeexamp!es are more pre- | 
valent inthiscaſe, I will give you a few : Adam 


he made all men not onely guilty of the firſt 


gravations of his ſinne, belceving the Divell ra. 
therthan God,&c, yet we ſce that God found 
out a remedy and received him into mercy, for 
be bimſelfe preached the Gofpell to him, and 
therefore not without profit, So likewife Ha. 
naſſes finnes exceeded, fo as indeed wee know 
not how a man (ſhould commit more almoſt ; 
yet when he humbled himſclfe greatly, {for he 
had great finnes) God received him to mercie, 
and reſtored hini tohis kingdome : ſo as when 
weread of his ſfinnes, how hee filled Urru'alem 
with blood,8&c. one of us would have becne 
ready-tohave ſaid, What, Lord, wilt thou for- 
giverhis manand ſcthim in his Kingdome, a. 


no more than that in the 1,C97.6.9. thoſe mon 
ſtrous and hainous ſinnes there mentioned, as 
greater there cannot be mentigned , yet ſome 
of chem that were guilty of rhem were recei- 


ved to mercy, ſuch were ſome of you, but now arc y 


waſhed and inftificd fe. | 


The | 


ee —— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ECL 


i. 


1 co further : I dare boldly tell you, it is as great 
4a Sinneto limit God in his mercy, as in bis 


and ſo Peer that ſtond in the ſame termes 


; of ſorrowfull Sinners. 37. 


The Ve ſhall be, that you w-uld take keed| 
how you limitthe holy One in regard of his 
mercy, thar-he will goc ſo farin parconingand 


power ; as that was the finve of the /ſraetites. 
when as they were to goe intothe Land of Ca» 
14en, they limited God, and thought hecoulc 
not bring them in becauſe of fo great walls. 
and great Gyants, &Cc. and ſo take you heed leſt) 
you limit his mercy, as that when your fines 
are ſuch ſinnes of ſo hainous a nature as that he 
will nct forgive you, How did David, when he 
had committed the great ſinne with Bacbſeba, 


with Chriſt that hee did beforezand if you can. 
not bring your hearts to thinke this, then goe 
beyond your owne judgement by faith, forthis 
is it that hindereth us from beleeving, that we 
draw a ſcantling of the Lord by our owne phan 

taſies,wheras he ſaies, That his thoughts are abore 
our thoughts m pardoning, 1/aieh, 55. Another 
point that 1 will deliver from theſe words is 
this, That 


The way to have a ſynne forgiven, is to aggravate it,” 
70110 extenuate it, 


. Samuel here you fee, when he goes about to 
comfort the people, hee aggravates the Sinne, 


| 


but withall aggravates Gods mercies, and ſo 
| ka" COM» 


Vie, 


Do —_—C — 
— —_ —_ 
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| Reaſon,t, 


- [their {ins,becauſe men are loath to leave their 


comforcerh them: ſo chat che beſt way tohave 
a ſinne forgiven, is toconfeſſe it to the utmoſt | 
Firſt,ir pats a man into ſuch a diſpoſition as 
God hath promiſed forgiveneſſe unto, for then 
wecometoſee the vileneſſe of our ſelves, that 
we cannot ftand upon our one botrome, bur 
areempty of all,and withouc God mult periſh; 
and foare drawne from our (elves, and all in us, 
toreſt no more upon our ſelves, but upon God | 
| alone. | $ 
{ Secondly,beſides,the more particularly finne 
| is confeſſed; the more glory ariſeth to God, and 
ſhame to our ſelves. 
And againe, it ſtrengtheneth us againſt ſin 
anothertime :a full confeſſion of any ſin is a 
Ong againſt it, when a man hath 

ogked round about any ſin, and confideredal! þ 
the particulars of it, it ſhuts up all waies to the 
fin,yhereas otherwiſe, when men conſeſſe by 
balves,they live in ſome way of ſinning. 

The Vſe is,to teach you nor to extenuate your, 
ſins,but toconfeſſe rhem tothe utmoſt;and this 
you had need bee exhorted unto, for I doe not 
kriow aduty more hard than this, though you 
may thinke it eafte, men are loth to confefle 


ins, till they mean to leave it, they extenuate ir, 
ifmen will keepe any reſervation, and are not 
willing perfetly to forgoall,they wil not con» 
teſle them fully. 


Againe, men want light toſee ſinne fully,for | 
we 


—— 
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| we ſee fine in the circumſtances ot it no fur 
cher then we have light lent us from the bol+ 
Ghoſt : as the light 1s brighter and brighter it 
the houſe,the more clearely doe we diſcerne the 
leaſt moar,(o here, | 
Againe thirdly, there is a ſelfe-love in everi, 3 
one, and therefore while wee looke on finre #4 
our Owne, wee are readie to favour it:a5 ſuda. 
whileſt hee looked on the Adulterie, as ir 
his daughter,he judged it worthy of death, h- 
would have her burnt, burwhen ircametoh | 
his owne ſinne, then the caſe was altered : {« | 
David would bave had the manput rodear! | 
that tooke his Neighbours ſheepe, but wher- 
it came and proved to be hisowncaſe,Gnd was | 
faineto take a great deale of paines to humble | 
| him,and to make him confeſlc it : and there. 
fore aggravate your ſinnes in yourconfeſſions, 
ſaying, I have had theſe and theſe meanes, ] 
have ſinned againſt the great Light againe and 
42aine, and brake the Covenant that I- have 
| made with God, and know that this way you | 
'annot exceed, If our hearts condemnens, God 
' rgrearer than our hearts: Letus take a man thar | 2.!+hn 3 20, | 
ipprehends his ſinne moſt fully, yer God con. 
cerves more fully of it, foas we inour thoughts 
cannot reach to what hee ſeeth ſine to bee:and 
herein you had need take paines and ſearch di. 
ligently, for many finnes thar are great ſins, , 
will appeare at the firſt tobe but ſmall ones,as 


this finne of theirs, they thought it but a ſal! 
matter | 


_——__ — — —_ —— 
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| thar was not any where forbidden, and yer 5a-. 
| =2zel tells them, that therein they had firſt caſt? 
1 away the Lord : ſecondly, they caſt away $4. 
| uel and the Lord in him: thirdly,they had pur 
| cruſtin Kings : And ſo. Davids numbring of the 
| people ſeemes robebur a ſmall thing, a thing 
(| notin ir ſelfeunlawfull for a King, to ſee what 
| ſtrength he hath to encounter an enemy, but 
| David hee knew his owne heart, hee. knew his 
| owne ends, then he eries-out he-had done cxcee-'} + 


| abound,the more yewill ſce grace abound, and 


matter at the firſt, it was but Chuſing ot a King, 


ding fooliſhly : know this therefore that this 
ye ought to doe,and that the more ye ſee ſinne 


{o you will love the more, and prize Chriſt the 
more,and be more humble and content with ay 
ny condition. Againe obſerve, 


One ſinne makes way for another. 


This ſinne of theirs had well:ntgh Crane 
them to a departing from the Lord, now were 
they in the high-way to ſlip from the Lord 
quite away, TR 

Thereafons are, firſt, becauſe everie af 7n- 
tends thehabit of ſitne, as when any thing is a- 
Red, it increaſeth the habit with which it is a- 
Red : asevery act of grace ſtrengthenerh the 
babit of grace,ſo ſinne makes the fleſh toriſe a- 


bove the ſpirir,to get.it ynder, and (o at laſt to 
get the victory, 


Becauſe 


————— 


Jheed of falling into ſinne, for then ye arc :an-} 
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| Becauſe every ſfinne weakenerh that grace which 
ſhould reſiſt ir, as inadiſeaſe there is not only 
a thing contrary, with which health is ro wra- 


tle, but ſomething alſo which weakeneth the 
ſtrength by which health ſhould reſiſt ; and.{ 
doth ſinne (eſpecially great finnes) ſeize upou 
the ſtrength,takes away the reQitude of judge- 
ment by which we ſhould refift, if itbe a great 
ſinne,it workes as a greatdiſeaſe which ſetzerb 
upon the principall part, and therefore is often 


but a great ſinne is -as a blow upon the head 
which amazeth us. | 
' Againe, committing a great finne diſcoura- 
zeth us from comming to God for pardon, & makes 
us bold to go on,and ſeeing we are over ſhooes, 
weeare willing to goe on and bee over boot: 
100, | | 
After commiſſion of a great ſinne, God giveth 


20fſefſion of Saul by his envy at David,anevil. 
ſpirit (as is ſaid) fellupon him, and heewout 
havekilled David, and ſo Tudas, after his-relo; 


chere,but ro hang himſelfe, and therefore tak: 


1uam inprecipino, ſoas youcannot ſtay you:|' 


| deeper : and therefore deale with {inne as yor; 


| 


(elves, as in a quickeſand you finke deeper -anc{ 


o __ - * 


\ution to betray his Maſter, the Divellentred| 
intohim, and would nor ſuffer himto continue] * 


little felt : a ſmall finne is a ſmall wound, which þ 
we may eaſily feele,becauſeallelſe is in -health:| 


—— 


| Reaſaqe 


Satan leave to take poſſeſſron of a may,as Satan goyl. 
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ls 


. [hav take away all deſire, which is more, for 


would deale with poiſon,which a man will not 
let alone to1ye long in his body,but he wil rake 
an antidote againſt it as ſoone as he can, Ano. 
ther point we may obſerve,is this, That 
| 'Diſcouragement and too much feare are preat | 
meages of our departure from God, 


Feare not, turne net aſide from following the 
| Lord.&c. Thereare many things which keepe 
us off from comming to God : firſt our {irong 
luſts, not willing to give over all, nor yet to 
doe all. Secondly our deferring of repentance, 
wee can doe itas well hereafter, but the grea- 
teſt hinderanceof all other is that which wee 
have now named : Many will ſay indeed, to en. 
ioy the favour of God is a comfortable thing, 
and to have aſſurance of our ſinnes being for. 
given, Buti have little hope of this, I have 
ſuch a nature, and I have fallen often, and 
have ſo much hardneſſeof heart as God will ne- 
ver receiveme, and ſo men fit downediſcoura 
bed ;-'and this muſt needs hinderin many re 
ſpecs, * | . 
Einil, betauſe z takes anay all alacritie, for 
what a man hath no hope tobring to paſle, hee 
will never goe abour ir: Soa Schol!er,if he bath 


rake hope away, and take away all eridevour 


no hope to get Tearning,will give over ſtudying ;| 


| 


what is out of a mans hope a man defires 
rOrt | 
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| nor, tor ooje&s they worke when they lie neere 


fuell be nigh ir, and the load. ſtone till che iron 
be putto it: things that are a. farre off, wee have 
little deſire to: as now to inſtance, the conditi» 
on of Kings, though it be a thing moſt deſire» 
able,yet ſeldome men actually deſire it, becauſe 
ir is out of their hopes, and therefore when men 
are diſcouraged, as thinking they ſhall never 


outall deſire or endevour:and fowhen men look 
on the Lord as ona ſtrict and ſevere Judge, it 
cauſerh ſtrangenes in them: they will got come 


ty which rhey may enioy without him: as beg. 


condition, content themſelves with what they 
are,and;that liberty which they doenioy;and fo 


they turne and reſt 6n ſomething elſe, ' for rhe 
heart will have ſome liberty. 
Againe, when we come tothe Lord , Satan 


obie&ions. bur the Spirit youfeeAaith, Doe nor 
feare: now whether will you take part with Sa, 
ranor the Spirit ? If men be humble, Chriſt 
ſaith likewiſe, Come to 90 and you ſhall have eaſe | 
all ye that are weary and heavy ls4en , Ict them not 
thinke th+t cher finnes are a >urthen chat will 
breake rheir backes, if they come to him ; 
and fo the Iaylour, - hee tzembled and thous ht 


the faculty, even as fire never worketh rill the, 


bave ſuch a luſt mortified, they fit downe with | 


athim,but they will be content with thart liber. | 


gers when they ſee they cannor berter their| 


men being diſcouraged from going to God, | 


hecaſtsin all theſe feares, hee muſters up all | 


| him- 


JH en A 
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—T._ himſclfeyndone,but Paultold him of the Lord 
Teſ«s,,'1n;whom it-hee beleeved hee ſhouldbee 
ſaved :- it is good for us toconfider what Sataris 


end is,19 calting.in fuchobieions,as about the 
| hardneſle of our heart, 8c.his end is to diſcou- 


rage you, | 
Ourft 9. Bur you will ſay, how ſhall I know when 


ſuch o>ieCtions are from Satan, they may ariſe 
from a right 1dgement of what mine e- 
ſtateis? Feet 

| Anſin, A, Ye ſhallknow itby rthis,if they put you 
| off further from the Lord, and make the hearr 
liftlefſe rowhar ir ſhould apply it ſelfe to, as 
Prayer, Repentance,chen ir is from Satan. 

In that when the people had here commir- | 
ted this great {inne, and Samuel bids them nor 
teare * they might haply aske him, what would 
you have us do? then he ſairh, Twrne not aſide 
from following the Lord your God, but ferve him 


with all your bearts :] raiſe this ſixth Doarine, 
Thar, 


En ee CO 


hen a man hath committed any great ſinne, it is 
| Poe. . bisduty,his befl and niſeſt way to come mpre- 
| | ſentlyand 10 tune to God, 


The Spirit hereby Samue/commands it and - 
| | therforeit is theirdutie,and what be commands 
it ts beſt and thewiſeſtcourſe totake : the rea- 

ſons of ir,are; _ | 
Reaſon.t, | Becauſe the hear: immediatly after the finne | 
| | | commit- 


ht, 
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communed,beginnes 10 contratt bardneſſe, and the 
longer irgoes without returning,the more hard- 
neſle it contracts, but preſently after ic is more 


reſently is the ſooner healed, and the ſmart 
will be the leſſe: ſoit is in finne- = 

By committing one ſinne we are expoſed io greater; 

for it is like the: breaking: downe of: the walls, 


renued his repentance, he had' prevented*that 
murder,and making Y/7jah drunke, &e. But hee 
| let the gap lyeopen, and ſee.what a troope of 
| ſinnes came in : ſee this al ſoin Aſa;his maki 


, on kim.at the beginning of. the» Chapter : but 
: now if hee had humbled timfelfe, all the reſt 


not ſo, and then followes putting the Prophets 
in priſon,oppreſiing the-people : when hee was 


| fcke ſeeking to the Phyſicians,! for hee grey |: 


worſe and worſe, his end wvas not aafwrerableto 
his beginning,though he was a godd man: and 
Peter now on the other fide, becauſe hee hum- 


'cy,and preventedall,'; - 
| Thelonger ye lye in a finne anrepented, the greater 


412% becaule .you abuſe Gods patience 


ſenſible ; and therefore a wound that is taken | 


which the longer they lye, the breach not made 
up,the more enemies may come in : there is a | 
' gap made, which-if ir bEnor ſtopped, willler |! 
| the good cattell out,and theevill carrell tn , ſee |, 
this in David, if he had humbled himflfe and 


' that followes had been prevented} bbt hee did |] 


bled himſelf,he prefently was received romers- |, 


' Reaſons 3. ; 
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ing 2.Chron.46. 
a Covenantwith the King of Aram, and reſted | 
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the more : for he conſidereth every houre, and 

it is not {lacknefſe. in himrhathe forbears you, }. 

but patiencegviichyon abuſing, addeunto his 
wrath every minute, | KS. 

The ſame duries lye upon youthat did before, 
which you ought ta performe, and your ſinne 
| |] 1k no piiviledge for the omiffion of them, and 

| "| therefore your. beſt way is to turne, and not to 
g0e ON in your ſinne, | 
obief. Ob. But you will ſay, Muſt a man come in 
preſeoiyorocke preſence of God after he hath | 
ſo groſlely-offended him. | 
Ani, Anſw. Ye may,and ye ought todoe it, bur 
not with that diſpoſition remaining 1r you 
heart, wherewath you - commit the finne, by: 
with an heart, bumbled., converted to God, | 
{tricken with :the ſenſe of its finne , promi- 
ſing new obedience, and thus to come in pre: 
ſeatly is noabfurditie, If a Rebell,preſent'yat. 
cer his Rebellion, cames indeed with a ſword 
in his hand into the preſence of a King, lechim | 
not looke for pardon : if with weekeneſle, and | 
| a rope about his necke, hee may ? yea, and I 
adde this, that the heart is ſooner turned, if you 
take theadvantage of it preſently after the (in 
is —_— Therearetwo obieRions in this 
caſe, | 
Obic&: 0b. Firſt, you will ſav, my heart cannot bee 
preſently humbled enough :towhich Lanſwer: 
Anſw, A, That God ſtands not upon the meaſure 

jof humiliation,ſ2as toreie& thee, but if it be in 
| _Jincerity, 
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acorty, if dion knoveft and Gelt the ane «+ 
' thou haſt commitred;ſoas thovarevilemnthine 
owne eyes,. and arf- reſolved not toreturneto ; 
itagaine : if this be in ſincerity, though-in ne- 
verſo ſmall a meaſure, the Lord accepts thee, 


Againe, Man | 
{ Secondly,know that thoncanſt not be-bum-| , aſe, a, *| 
| bled as thou wouldeſt at the firft, adde- there. Y 
toretothy humiliation afterwards , as\Pavid 
when hee ſaid, Lord,f have ſinned; God forgave 
him, though he'was not ſo much hamnited! as 
afterward, £ 47010 (730% "7 
06.2. Againe you will ſay,it may bemy ſin | 9542,2 
15 not healed yer,then indeed I may come with | 
confidence,and yetmy heart maybe as faite as | | 
EVer, - ; "Me ; L033 ON 
' An. I anſwer, thatmenare firſt toſceke par- 
don, and then prepare for healing afterward, 
for this is a ſure rule, that there.is no finne hea» 
| [edrill chere is an aſſurance of foregiveneſſe, 
EFhe Lord as he waſherhaway'rhe- guilt, fo he 
\ healeth the Raine,and gives a new ſpirit,for this 
[is his Covenant, /erem, 31, Ezek. 36, 1 will 
forgive their ſinnes, and whatthen'ys ward give 
there new hearts, Weeareall deceived-in-this, | | 
that we thinke whenas we take a purpoſe with / 
our ſelves againſt a ſinne, that all is rhen done, 
bur it- is notſo: as amantbarhath a running | 
iflue inhis body, it is not enoaph for him to. if 
"| ay; I will not have it thus, I deſire 'it ſhould 
not bee, 1 purpoſeir ſhaltnor, but he muſt uſe} 
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"meanesrohealc it. Toconclude,when any have 
fallenawo-ginne, T fay unto them,” as- Samus; 
here; Comme yeto ſerve the Lord, doe you think 


ro:mend the: matter when you art'out of the 
way;by goingonor ſtanding ſtill>bur #e are ra: 
cher and ſerverhe Lord, for he is the ſame Lord ; 
till,and there is the ſamebond ſill that bindes ! 
you toſcive tim, And againe, what will you 
doe,goe.ſome whether el{c? (for you muſt have 
a being) will you goe tothe Creatures to get 
reſt froatbemethey-arc vaine,they will not pro- 
fir you, nor deliver you :but you will ſay, V hi. 
cherthen ? Why,to the Lord, but what hope is 
there that he ſhould accept us > Why, the Lord 
willnot. forſake bis :people, Hee is ſtillthe 
ſame God, hee will not forſake his owne, as 
a father will not forſake his childe, and ſecond- 
ly,hewill not for his Names ſake, Laſtly, ob- 
ſervt hence, That +» 


* The finnesnhich we commit, make no change in 
;he Lord, | 


.  Noſubſtantiall change;they may make him 
»ngry asa-father may bewith his fon, and thar 
ſo as they may feele theeffefs of it, but yerhe 
is the ſame God ſtill, for, 

; Firſt, at i northe ſlipping antagreat fines: tha: | 
breghes the Chuenant,or mabes it w0id, there is no» 


| ter turning away from God, 


ching that makes a Billof Divorce, but anut- 


Aoaine, 
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ſame bent of minde, the ſame frame of heart re- 
' maining in you ſtill, ye are his ſervants ſtill, and 
be is the ſame zupon the ſame graunds that hee 


y 


choſe you firſt, hee laves you ſtill, finnes, worke 
becauſe he would, & rherfore as there is atranſt. | 


| 
of puniſhment may paſſe from Ged:tor as your | 
hearts are the ſame {o: ſubſtance-ro-him as bee; 
fore,{o is Gods to you, | 
Theufe is, that you would not thinke when, 
you have ſinned, tharthe Lord will recite t yous, |! 
' Our Saviour Chriſt ſhewes the ſame by the pa- * 
'rableof the'Prodigall:chey inthe boute did nor | 
'thinke that ſuch a ſonne ſhould hare had ſuch 
entertainment when he had ſpent fo much, that | 
| his Father-wonld have given him-tvctran an- | 
| (wer, to- fall upon his nick», tO be. ſo glad of F 
him : by thar cur Saviour expreffeth how wil. 
ling God is to receive Sinners, Darzd4 had 
| no ſooner (aid, 1 bave forned, but God ſaid, | 
| T have put anay thy ſinnes, and 1O Prey after his 

denia!l, Chriſt looked on him with the ſame 
' familiarity as hce did before, Onely coe not 
 thinke that God will hold the wicked inno- | 
| cent ;if ye have falſe hearts, then ye ſhall ror be 


forgiven, 


If the T.ord be foready toreceive men after 
they have offended him, conſider how wortky 


V{ects 


no ſubſtantial! alreration : hee choſe you freely | 


ent att of ſin pafſed from you, ſoa tranfiermact 
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of * 


—Againe ſecondly, -God is the ſaw, and you 87e Reaſon 2, | 
the ſame ; your hearts aretbe ſame to him, the 
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 ofviteer deſtruRion they arethar-will not turne 


| tO ic: ' if God ſhould ſay to any mat) here,| 
' Thou baſt commirted this finne againſt me,yer | 
come in, there (hall be no hinderance of my 

part, unleſſe the Rubbornneſſe of thine owne 
will hinder thee, 'who would nor ſay that hee 
that ſhovld refuſe were worthy tobee condem- 
ned ? Chriſt is faid to come 0 render vengeance to 
thoſe that obey not the Goſpell, and therefore 

Samuel addes this in theend of all,if 
they would forſake the Lord, 
know that you andyouy 
King ſhall pe- 

TE riſh, 


